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IN THREE VOLUMES. 

it6Mh« that Vice iMids to endkn MImtj te a fMve italti 
prOTcl, that te ipite of ihm f(mj«al tai^ftl 
•l^pearaiioat, <i(«Mird Misery aeeonipuiii her; St* efen io this LIf 
W^s ere weye of wfeuhedDege* end ell her peihe eve m0b» nie 4 
vetioB bee been BO olten made thet tt eraat be knnim to all* and Us treth^ 
beel d o Bi Ibrmelly deeied by enj ; jret the oendeet of nee wovldaeoM* 
tinea leed at to eecpect either thet thfy had net «r heerd it. or that ihcy 
think H fidee» To reeal a truth of lodi Importance to the lecolh^ctioB of 
MaaUad, aad to Ulaatfate it by example, may theiefore be of me.* 
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*^ A Mother^ whose fondness cherished and 
invigorated the seeds of Caprice^ Selfishness^ 
Pridey and Injustice^ which had been early sown^ 
sndy perhaps y generated those which did not exist,** 

Db. Moore* 



Politeness, which (it is gaid ia 

an admired work^) the Stoics are not 
perhaps wrong ia classing among the 
moral yirtues, provided they admit it 
to be one of the lowest order, was the 
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*^ -<< Mother^ whose fondness cherished and 
invigorated the seeds of Caprice^ Selfishness^ 
Pride, and Injustice, zohich had been early sown^ 
mnd, perhc^Sy generated those which did not exist.** 

Db. Moore* 



X^OLITENESS, ivhich (it fs gaid ia 
an admired work*) the Stoics are not 
perhaps wrong ia classing among the 
moral yirtucs-, pfOTided they admit it 
to be one of the lowest order^ was the 
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^ ZELVCA. 

cliaracterlstic of Mrs. Delvayne^ vrho, 
with the discerning courtesy that knew 
when, and with whom, to discard eti- 
quitte, walked with Lady Naglefort, 
at the conclusion of her first moroing 
visits to the carriage that waited at the 
end of the sweep, on account of some 
repairs in the road; and in answer to 
the reluctance her Ladyship expressed at 
taking her from a work-table, covered 
with baby-linen for the village poor, 
fluently defined the relief her society had 
afforded to an anxiety she felt returning 
in full force at her departure, from the 
protracted absence of her governess and 
daughter. Lady Naglefort repaid with 
cordiality the complacencies that gave 
promise of ail agreeable acquisition tp 
her neighbourhood ; but raising her eye« 
to Mrs. Delvayne's face, was surprised ta 
see tokens of the text^y she hiu) con* 
siflered p^rhrUdepoHtesie; her fwt waa 
already on the step of the carriage, but 
she paused to ejipostul^t^ on the moral 
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imposribiHty of any serious aceident 
Baying happened in- a rural walk^ when 
the governess and child turning round ^ 
corner^ were in sight tq jastify her ar- 
guments^ yet not wholly to satisfy Mrs. 
DeWayne^ who asked with pve€]pitatioi}> 
'' Have you met Captain Cassenberd ?** 
and on an affirmative^ cotttinued^ '^tlien 
we part Miss Marlowe I*— I am sorry !"— 
but she j^roke off In sudden recollectioB^ 
and made her^ cOrdial adieus^ with a 
countenance that denoted sw^etness^ sup* 
planted by regret rather than axiger> and 
prodtK&ed a curiosity in Lady Naglefort 
that included Miss Mariowp ih the gknee 
with which she repeated herpariii^ s^itute. 
— Miss Marlowe was (he flrst w:ho broke 
silence, as she and her charge proceeded 
to the house with Mrs. Delvayne ; shc^ 
asked if, as^ it appeared^ being passed 
#by Captain Cassenbei^ was the reason 
of Mrs. Delvayne's so peremptorily and 
disgracefully dismissing her. ^'Passed 
by himP' repeated Mrs. Delvayne, '^we 
B 2 
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were passed — passed with< onljf . a how^ I 
assure you> upon my sacred honour/' 
answered Miss Mai'Iowe^ with eagerness. 
'^He did not speak Mamoia^ he onlj 
bowed^ I assure you/' said ZeluOa^ who^ 
already in her thirteenth year^ and con- 
stantly in the society of her mother^ and 
her mother's company^ perfectly under* 
stood the implied, impeachment of Miss 
Marlowe's prudence. But Mrs. Delvayne 
wholly disregarded her^ to reply to her 
governess. '^ There is no occasion for . 
warmths Mii^ Marlowe, it is a foible ^ 
in my chUd> whiqh, as you knaw> I have 
tajcea much pains to co^rreot in time, 
and thank heaveA; I believe eflTectually;. 
thought perhaps, I have heea remiss in 
not removing> ali examples of it/* 
'' Warmth/* repeated. Miss MarJowe^ 
with a tone and look of so itiuch meaning., 
that the. expression of Zeluca's face in^* 
sti^otly jcbanged from wonder to anger of. 
a deeper tint than usually shades the coun* : 
ten^nce of . 4Uldhood at rec(Jlcctcd..r<h, 
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mikm%nt: > After iaiidihe^ piUMi, Mimi 
Marlbwe ask^d, Vf'dK some signifi<;ai^e 
and mote perturbation^ ^^ if the accidental 
eircnoiil^tatice of 4ke morning' "t^aik was 
really to be made- subservient ^o Mrs; 
DelVaytte's plan of parting/ witii tier P*^ 
Mrs. DeWayhe, with u6ruffled caflranessj^ 
took out her watch:, ^' Four,*^ said she> 
CO)^nting "one, Wo> three hours. Why, 
the tr^lth is^ MisI MiirtoWey Zeluca ii 
merging on an a^e at which more parti- 
cularity on iAe^epi^Hfts wilPbe iiedessary 
than £ ' haye thought essential in mere 
childhood; when your skili in nlusic and* 
Ja%ir4ges 'c^i»at6rTbalaiHied' many disad* 
rantagefe. BiA l^'wish 'to partftifends; t 
Vf\\l be happy to vouch for your abiiities>^ 
and I have no wish to" give- any other 
reason foi* parting with you, than that 
2ie1ucaV pi^ogtess, forwarded as it hast 
bc^n by tli^ be«** masters 'Ufeder yout' 
eye, enables hel^ now to dispense with 
all but a mother's super iniendance, inor^ 
beneficial^perhitprs l^an that of the most 
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skilAil gftyj^rnefs.lQpkiiig ^. thetmwd » 
tl^e fir?t objeW." ^'THe JCady, Ma'ain/^ 
tn&weced ]MiB^ Mark>we^ hardly iible to 
r^ress feer t^ars^ *'' who^wa»l witnesa to 
your interrogatory^ and the mamet of 
it, will hardly be able to credit the r^fssoQ 
you privilege me to give.'* '* I spoke 
from jthe impulse of.ipy fillings-— correct 
oues-^and cannot avert ihe impression I 
might produce ; ,mid I should, scarcely 
think Lady Nagl^fort has the tedious 
leisure to recur to me^< or my governess^ 
as a fund for reflection." Lady Naglefort 
■was it/' exclaimed Miss Marlowe^ '' then, 
in this neighbourhoods wh^r^e her opinion 
is decisive^ I can have n^ hppe^. with, no 
possible opportunity tp . set her right. 
Surely, Ma'am/' — but bursting intotear^^ 
she broke off; she si^w Mrs. Delvayne had 
proceede4 with a view to prevent her 
establishment in any fapUy ia the neigh-- 
bourhood^ and feU remf>n$trance would 
be nugatory ; inst^ad^ therefore, of accom^ 
panying ]V^rs. I>elyaj)Fne and Zellica to 
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ike -tdrawing-room; d^he rcpamd' td her- 
owo apartment^ from whence^ listening 
only to her indigoaiit sense of insult and 
injury> she sent down to requJsstthe re^ 
muneration due to her^ and to be per- 
mitted to leave the house the same evening. 
r-Mrs. Delvayne looked for a moment 
dubious^ as well as startled at the message, 
but on the reflection of half a second, 
returned for answer, that she would by 
no means oppose Miss Marlowe's request. 

Zeluca burst into tears, and proved by 
the eagerness with which she explained, 
that Captaifi Cassenberd had not said one 
single word to Miss Marlowe; and the 
instantaneous interest she took in the fate 
of one for whom she had no previous 
preference, how repugnant to uncorrupted 
nature is the tyranny and injustice not 
rendered, plausible by the sophistry of 
worldly wisdom, - 

Mrs. Delvayne at once pleased and 
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proud ta fee tliose tokens of leveling in 
Zeluca she had been often and vainly 
warned indulgence would extinguish; 
and shacked to' oppose her^ wishes, 
fondly, ind soothingly represented, that 
it was in fact true tbat^ she had, pre^ 
vious to the occurence of the hiorning; 
resolved to exonerate her front the 
dominion of a governess. But Uhat do* 
minioii under her mother's d^^r^ting 
influence was too lenient to. peWilit the 
removal to he a bribe to silence, and 
actuated by the joiut force of opposition 
where she was used to prevail; and a 
latent repugnance to tlie x^ruelty of llep 
mother's pniceediug, 2^1 oca passionately 
declared, that she had learnt more front- 
Miss Marlowe than all her masters; 
that she should forget every thing if she 
left her — and that at le^si she would en- 
deavour to, do it. ^' You forget, Zeluca,"^ 
said Mrs, Ddvayne, ''I have always 
7/our interest at heart in every thing 1 do, 
even io this transaction, while it is na 
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affection for you that makes Miss Mar* 
lowe wish to staj. I never thought ot a 
goyerness for you after fourteen^ and she^ 
I much suspect^ would have left you 
before that. Sir. John Dawlish has two 
girts, as young a^ six and ^Ven, Lady 
Naglefort told me he wanted a governess, 
a,nd it would b^ a very tempting oppor- 
tunity for Miss Marlowe to leave us/' 

Zeluca was sure Miss Marlowe would '^ 
not do any such thing, and ofiered to 
go and ask her. 

'^I am sure she would, not say so/' 
said Mrs. Delvayne, " 6he would not 
even know Sir John Dawlish was a single 
man, I darfc say ;" and the pique to 
Miss, Marlowe Z^luca's solicitude for. 
ber stay creatted, gave a poignancy to 
her words that wen^ directly to the acute 
i^pprehonsipn of her daughter, who^ in 
the reflection occajsioneld by the new idea 
unplanted, lost hec \eh6mmc^^ «nd said. 
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temporately^ '' that Miss Marlowe might 
ag well go to Sir ^obn Dawlisli from 
her as iiut, if. she did not leave her shab*^ 
biljr without notice, I am sore/" she 
added^ '' if we part on good terms^ I 
don't want to keep her." 

Mrs. Delvayne, as if aware she wai 
destroying that feeling, and that upright- 
ness of heart, mismanagement had not 
wholly perverted, and which had just 
afforded her an internal triumph, re- 
luctantly said, *^'It was not a pleasant 
thing to make a transfer of an inmate to a 
family likely to feel great curiosity about 
a new resident.** 

To Zeluca^ ineKp^rience her mothered 
repugnance wa» unintelligible, and to 
bring her to understand it Mrs. DeK 
vayne stated, ^' that she was no favourite 
of Miss Marlowe, whose temper, sub- 
jugated of course by the trials of deperid- 
apce^ formed such a contrast to a pas« 

Digitized by Google 



«KtiUCA. 11 

fiooate open dispositioo^ ifaat she would 
be very apt to place, in aii ill*natured 
point of view, any acts of childish ve* 
hemence; and that, Zeluca, you may 
understand,'" . she concluded^ by the em- 
phasis with which she repeated ' wanrUK 
after ;ine, as we walked up the sweep; 
^^and as I do not like to be at the pains 
of contradicting false representations 
in any body, and more particularly 
my governess, and as I know all these 
kiad of people make themselves accept* 
able in a new family, by putting ^about 
all that passed in the last, I think we 
cannot do better tlian separate on this oc-» 
easion, because it will be separating 
^ectually, as the hurry with which she 
quits me will oblige her .to repair ta 
her friends, instead of endeavouring t9 
fix herself in the neighbourhood : I have 
parted.withher hastily> perhaps^ but she 
would have done so with nae if i had not;' 
moreuTer, I make it a potnt of consfcience 
not to put so handsome a woman in the 
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"way of so ydting a widower ad Sir Jdfatt 
£)awli»h : on oae side or other something 
di£ad?antageous must occur !" 

■ • i 

Mrs, Delvajne watched the couftfc 
tenance of her daughter as she spoke^ and 
saw that she had.BQCceeded in gaiaisg 
her willing acquiescence. 

Zeluca fliifiered Miss Marlowe to de^ 
part, without seeking her even to ex}^ 
change a parting adieu ; and Mrsv 
Delvayne congratulated herself on havings 
secured her daughter's interests^ without 
kaving thwarted that beloved daughter's- 
Irishes. Bui in reconciling her to the 
Bianceuvre, by displaying the secret of her 
artful unprincipled policy, she fixed in 
a young mind, ready for impress, an in* 
dMible bias fo the attainment of a fa^ 
Your ite object, through tny means, bow-* 
Qver vicious and unjustifiable ; while, by/ 
the respectable socmding plea of rcnmvingi 
J^a Marlowe and Sir John from 4dmp^ 
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^tioii, sbe instructed her daughtef's sus- 
cipient youth in- the prevalent system of 
rendering the phraseology of morality 
imbseryient t% the practice nf treachery 
andiiyustice. 

Mrs. Delvayne had nmrried when past 
the prime of life^ a man^ who^ though 
younger than herself^ was captivated by 
her beauty, and by manners^ that went 
farther than beauty^, when she laid herself 
out to please. — ^At his death his landed 
property devolved on a nq>hew^ an infadt 
in armi^ and his widow found that from 
a very splendid income she must hence- 
.forth limit her expenditure tQ the interest 
of jgSO^OOO, which had been her own 
foftunen ami was at her sole disposal, as 
was her daughter, for whom Mr. Delvayne 
ha4 intended to save a portion out. of • 
revenue profusion alone could have txr- 
pended. The future welfare of her child 
ioduced Mrsi Delvayne to quit the neigh- 
bourhoods in wfaicih she felt it would be 
roL. I. c 
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bumiluttiog to desceid ftom splei^br te 
UDpretending gentility; she was neces^ 
iiitated to quit the house that had de- 
ascended to her husband's heir; and a 
Tery elegant cottage in the distant counfy 
she had lived in before her marriage being 
.iF«i^aat/ she resolved to retire to it^ and 
determined on so oeeonmnical bm <expendi- 
'i:ure as wopld enable her to give somewhat 
of the eclat of an heiress to her daughter 
when she should bring her out. She se- 
lected one or two of her numerous 
^household^ who were willing to conform 
'to the diiferent arrangement of her new 
-establishment^ and at the joint instigaticm 
of her own oeconomy and Zeluca's ea- 
treaty^ determined to take tnto tuition, 
'for her own maid, a young girl^ the 
idaughter of a widowed tenant, who from 
first com ii^ into (he^ house to play with 
-Zeluca had gradually asceitded to entire 
domestication in ' the lamily, with all the 
copitorts the housekeeper's room afforded. 
Butthis girl/ attached as she was tO' her 
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jlatrones^^, lost, bji^a fortuitous circum-. 
stance^ their favour^ andi thait statioi^ Jti 
the family it had been her high aai'* 
bition to^ attain^ 

ZeliKtf had beaii y^tmore dedtivisi^. 
the idol of hep fiither ihtm of Mrs^ 
I>eltltjn6> and' had flefon been Uy himi 
restrained io those boisterous relaxations 
she delighted io^ to the neg}Mt. o£ ne? 
ctBMMy st^ftdfefr: Miflsn Maclowe'i task.. 
WM coii9e4uentlj^ a baoA one^ Mts^. 
XMypyne >vo^ild he^ie seitraieed the 
eoteri^iaiiig wiidoesa tha^^ tesrified* 
her^ but Mr. Delvajj^ partook ish biA 
daughter's frolicks^ and encouraged 
theBi> not would listai^^tc^ tibt Beceasify of 
taaj addition to the beauity and grajces^ 
be deemed irresistible. WhiQli Mrs. Dlgt- 
Tayne> therefore^ insisted with Miaa 
Marlowe> that Zeluea must be a verJf^ 
highly accoBsplishe4 wcwan^ Mm 3tf ar^ 
lowe stated the case as it stood^ and p^o- 
.fessed herself too deffie^nt in ai|thorit|r 
€ 2 
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"Ho render even the quick intellects of 
Zeluca available. Mrs. Delvayne was 
struck by a truth her husband disre- 
garded^ and reasoning deeper and looking^.f 
further than he did^ laid in wait for op- 
portunity—availed herself of Zeluea's 
innate love of praise to stimulate emulft** 
tion — flattered her by representing thaC* 
with her acute capacity and genius^ sho 
need not bestow a tenth part of the applie* 
ation other children gave to their studies^ 
and made her sensible of the humiliatioa 
•f ijB^norance when «he should reach wo« 
manhood^ and jSnd herself surpas^d by the. 
meanest of her cotemporaries^ not only in 
real knowledge^ but in the more fascina* ' 
ting accomplishments it grew to be indis<- * 
pensable to a young kdy^s fame to b^^ 
skilled inf Accordingly Zeluca received^ 
Miss Marlowe's preliminary instructions^ ' 
and promised attention to masters^ for 
the first professors were alone deemed* 
adequate to instil the necessary supe^- 
riority ; and M^. Delvayne was for several,- 
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ymwn fir^Ts^iled aa to r^waia hi IMl TiHib. 
near thQ Metropolis, though hi$ wiihet 
led him to ao e$Uie, fa,r from tow^, 
M^hich h^ hiLtcid e\w in the wi^tec, Mis^ 
Marlowe^'s 9,lMttd oi^See was to enfor^ 
th^ l^sso^ of the p\aster8^ ithil^^ ii| 
fll#t, ihp taught fnot^thftp all the mastery 
put ie^^ih^fi ^he seised the happy 
iBomept when {^tt^Qtto^ could b^ excited^ 
and follp^ired it up v^ith a judgment aiH| 
skill that kept it\t^e^t and a desire of 
infQrn)ation aliv?. Jp nmw shf^ ^ai- 
never wearipd with ^ diffic^ult taslj; of 
alluring tQ practice, thoHgh sh^ w^sj 
peipetufilly interrupted bj Mf. Pelya^yae's 
jests on b^F ipaideuish scbopll decorunb 
and necessitated to sep ^lu^a br^k. 
frcwn her^ to put in practice all the tom- 
boy trick,!^ of exuberant spirits^ encou- 
raged by lier Other's irony to laugh in liej 
f^co^ ^nd stimulated by his praise of her 
\fitand hutBOui? to proceed tp indecorous^ 
rudeness and ill-judged faaiiliarities> that 
bid fair tp eod m thp inasfiuline audac jtjr,^ 
c 3 
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that i§ the most dkgustii^ trait a womas 
can exhibit. Thus^ thoagh Miss Mai^ ^ 
lowe contrived^ by indefatigable labour 
and yigilance^ to connnuniGate knowledge^ 
she had not the slightest influenee over - 
the mind of her pupil^ but regretted t<^ 
see that, instead of beii^ teasoneA 
into obedience^ as the indispensible dutjr . 
of a rational and religious being, her. 
mother raised envy, and all the passioni^ « 
that follow in her train. By the stimiUla* 
tives she used to induce her to apply;, 
-while support from both parents^ on. 
any appeal to them^ rendered a natural 
Tehement temper, passionate to the highest 
excess of intemperate insolence, on the 
slightest provocation. 

After Mr. Delvayne'f deaths Zeluca 
€^ften spontaneously applied to her studies, 
and seemed^ as she approached womanhood,, 
to have imbibed that hope of extelling^ 
her mother had laboured to instil, with 
more pains and exertion than it would 
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bave cost her to have implanted at 
virtuous sense of^ and aim at^ exeetlence f? 
She bad lost in her father her most^ 
pernicious play-fellow, and her mother/^ 
by judieiouslj timing her remonstrances^- 
when she was in temper to hear them, had 
some weight in weaning her from amuse-* 
ments. Miss Marlowe hoped she would re-, 
linquish wholly, when their remoral 
to their new abode should diminish the^ 
temptation afforded by the associations-' 
ef early scenes of delight ; such were, al* 
times, irresistible to TLeliica and Susau 
Harmer, the young girl alluded to was 
a companion and accomplice, if not so 
determined and active as herself; and Mis% 
Marlowe, one day, afier ineffectually 
searching for Zeluca in her usual haunts,^ 
found her at last scrambhng out of a 
stable-window> with her apparel in 
a state that prjDved the necessity of in- 
terference, and an open clasp knife in het 
hand, with which she made a leap- to the 
^roiuid^ to the infinite terror of her go- 
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verness. SSeluea^ however, escaped hei^' 
suddeB snatch to arrest her progress, bj 
flying with a velocity and strei)gth that 
defied detention,, bawling out, as she darted 
forward, '' Keep the key safe Susan !— FU 
cut a sticky and fasten Joe's door, or be'il 
let him out— Hollo i — I say, Susan-^Imvo: 
you got Will safe in the little stable ?'* 
— " Yes,'* cried Susan, '' but in such ft 

fume !^he swears,*' and there she 

broke off, struck by tlie approach of" 
. Miss Marlowe, whose countenance de- 
noted how serious would be the repaon*- 
strances, no deference, even to Mr. and 
Mrs. Delvayne, could ever induce her 
tp repress at romping with the stable- 
boys. Zeluea paused for a moment, but 
her interest in the detention of her pri- 
soner, who had previously confined her^- 
was not to be restrained — $he called out 
that she would come in presently — gave a. 
fruitless lug to one* ungartcred stocking,, 
that fell again over her shoe — slipped off 
an impeding renmaut of her frock — flung. 
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back the luiicuriant locks that had falletL 
from the comb> and calHtig to Susan i^ith 
eocreased eagerness^ to keep the key till 
the came-^— sprung away with the velocity 
of the wind. She was but a minute com- 
pleating Joe's imprisonment^ and came 
hallowing back with the glee that re* 
solved^ by any impertinence^ to send off 
Miss Marlowe^ that she might at oace 
enjoy her revenge over Will, and obtain ■ 
the pony, (she was enjoined, oq all hands> 
never to mount on account of its tricks,) 
^ the price of his release. When she ' 
fbund, therefore. Miss Marlowe «in/ocA:-i 
ing the door, she felt, all it is possible to • 
feel, at being outwitted and disapjiqinted ; 
feelings the wise and experienced are nut * 
always able to carry off, and which were > 
encreased by the triumphant wink of 
Will's eye as he passed her, implying a* 
plain as words could speak, '^ You'll get' 
it from your governess !" Mirth and ex- 
ultation was converted into rage. She 
called Susan^ whom she felt the real of* 
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fender, a wickfed deceiver^ no bfettcJf tUnn 
the blackest liar; and farilier irritated 
by the sly laugh of Will, and the con- 
sciousuess that her passion^ added to hi# 
triumph^ and bespc^ke her incapability to 
retaliate^ she repeated^ wi& the most out^ 
raucous wrafli, " You are woitee then flie 
Atorst of liars !" flinging at the some tiii» 
the knifii she held m her hand^ whi«b> 
unluckily lights on the arm of the child. 
Alarm aM the in«tanta»eou« effusion* of 
blood took possession of ftilj most^perbep^ 
of Zelu<ta herself, arndst her loudr re^ 
proaches of Susan^ including ebarge» of 
ingratitude to her mother^ and a revivai 
of past errors of all kinds^ by whicb she 
endeavoured to carry off her conscious* 
ness^ and find a sort of salvo for the aet, . 
that raised her voice to the highett pitcb> 
and^rodueed tears and sob» from her, 
while the wounded girl, either fro«i fright 
or faitttnefta^ uttered not a word, noc shed 
a tear. Miss Marlowe in great agitation^ 
assisted to carry her in, as she bad aonk on 
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the ground, but having satisfied herself^ 
without alarmisg Mrs. Delvayne^ that 
the hurt was at least not dangerous; she 
bcHind it up^ till better assistance arrived^ 
and then addressed herself to Zeluca^ 
stating her conduct in its true lights 
' declaring^ as the primary step to the re- 
formation of a temper that changed at the 
slightest hint of opposition or of censure 
to a daring yehemence or audacious inso- 
lence that was at once frightful and dis- 
gusting^ she should insist on her asking 
pardon of the innocent girl^ who had no 
choice but to deliver the key up to her 
demand. 

Miss Marlowe was undoubtedly attb^ 
ihoment so much under the dominion ot 
feeling as to lose sight of the best mode 
#f proceeding, or she would have been 
aware that a girl of Zeluca's disposition^ 
always sure of her mother's support^ 
should have been reasoned into humility, 
^rea copcessign bad b^n draianded of her. 
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Zeliica's ebbing passion flowed '4)ack,' 
with the addition of malice;, td the reseiil^ 
iDcnt that would otherwise have ihA 
away, and with a look of hlended fufy 
mnd indignation, that at least frightened 
Susan^ sbe protested she would a ihou- 
sand times rather see her die^ than ask 
pardon 0f any beggar girl who lived on 
cbiurity. 

Miss Marlowe was indignant; she sent 
a servant for Mrs. Delvajne, and aflter 
relating all the circumstances, witnessed 
in silence the soothing regard to tlie suf- 
fcrer Mrs. Delvayne meant as reparation 
of the offence — and listened to lamentations 
on the result of childish frolicks, Mni. 
Delvayne said should be put a stop to 
with them both, though as in this instance^ 
Susan was the sufferer, it should be ma4e 
up to her, and seeing the matter was ta 
conclude so, she said she thought 
Zeluca would be the real sufferer, 
if at so fair an opportunity of pointing 
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•lit ta ber apt understanding the eyil of 
kidiilged pa&sions she was not brought to 
shew a sense of contrition for*her miscon- 
duct, and to feel it satisfactory to express 
regriet, where «he had inflicted undeser\:ed 
sufiering^and terror/ and alarm all around. 

Mrs, Delvayne looked at her daughter, 
and beheld her determination^ in the saucy 
sneers she bestowed on Miss Marlowe and 
Susan, Affecting; therefore, predomina- 
titig anxiety about the wounded arm, she 
sent again for the apothecary, and con- 
sulted, and assisted, the other servants in 
applying remedies (that she knew were su- 
perfluous) with an assiduity and interest 
nh€ hoped would do away the bitterness 
with which servants generally maM com- 
mon cause against the superiority of sta- 
tion, that in inflicting a pesonal injury on 
OMe, touches all. And so effectual was her 
sauvity, that she had the pleasure of see- 
ing spontaneous indignation at thd action 
was converted into approbation of h^ 

VOL. I. » 



d by Google 



«o1icitude. But Mils Maf iQw^jf ^ ttUl, 
unsatisfied^ and ^» ^apa a$ S/^saa wa^. 
finally left to repose after the Sjurgepn*« 
visit, she renewed her riepre^e^fations to 
Mrs. Delvajne, and followed them up bj 
raying, she could no longer take the 
^nominal charge of a pupil, over whom 
»he had not authority to enforce the 
contrition essential in a religioiis point 
of view; appropriate to feelings that 
ought to be roused, (if, ind^d^ in sucb 
early childhood they were smothered by. 
pride) and due to her as a token of donate > 
sort of subordination, without^ wbich^ it ^ 
was an encreasing toil to continue the . 
task of education. Nor could the placid 
deprecation with which Mrs. Delvayne 
implied, it was silly to give so serious 
an air to a childish fracas, or the irony 
with which she said j$ervants always held 
a thing of the kind in an heinous light, 
or the yet better manceuvre of praising 
principles, and judgment, that in the 
imfnediaU case she thought too rigid 
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J^rcvcnf MlsV MarloWe's quitftng fhie 
Tooin, ^itk th'6 r^neWed assertion that 
&k M^dtrld r6dgti'fi£i^ cl^arge, unless sKe 
^ttii^^sed ib6 d^6tier^'^nt ^h^^ txkd enjomedl 
Itort. DMv^hfe* "tridw thl^ worf* ^ell 
fchcW^to- B6 i^raUyy'disfurbed a* ffre 
rtpdW: tttatt ftflgfit ^rt^WA^e ^rom fhe 
ifopAHfurt of d ^*6varnWi?, arising duf of 
ar (5irctAaaSfa5tite k6 littTe <o ^efuca's credit, 
lilated in Ifs iho'st advantageous ligBt;- 
btit, uAfdrlitthi^ely, instead of doing 
kwkj the ap'ptehfeiided evit By rendering 
it subservient' to Zetui^a's refbtmation^ 
Hre thttdglrt tb obviate it, ^ithoii't woiind- 
lA^^^ltrcd's fe^litigs, by sunoimonihg into 
aidtidh ttibi^ c6llti^iv6 qiialitW in her own 
did^iositioti; v^^hiidli' migtft for ever tiaVe 
Ikfn donda'nt/ buf for thepreHominaling 
^ssion that cialkd tfifehi into play ;— that' 
pasridn was love fdr hefr daughter, wKict^ 
as it had no fcurb from tlie ^elf centroul, 
built on a basils of religious duty, con- 
Verted all her respectable qualities into 
jsnar^^ ftr that bfelored daughtfelr's futiir* 
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peace and Tirtue. She was calm, dis- 
cerning^ and Tigilant^ and would have 
been a most judicious instructress to un- 
endeared pupils^ in whom she would 
hare permitted no der^liQtion txpfn dutj 
and propriety. But to correct her child 
was a self-infliction she was not equal to^ 
though the higher tone of her mind made 
her capable of many sacrifices for her 
worldly advantage which the selfishness at 
mere maternal yeilding never reaches to. 
Yet the foresight that corrupts the prin- 
ciples is^ fundamentally^ more detrimental 
to the victim^ than the purile fondnes« 
that spoils a child in the listleness of self-* 
gratification^ without care to teach the col- 
lusive double-dealings that averts the odium 
of error. To insist on Zeluca's obedience 
would have been a visionary resolve. But 
Mrs. Delvayne knew her powers of persua- 
sion were great^ and she tried them — doubt- 
ingly^ indeed — for she was aware of the pain 
of asking pardon of a girl in the humblest . 
sphere of hfe^ to a mind trained to all tbe 
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li^fistiotis Stipiremairy of exacting self-con^ 
sequeni:;^. And Zeluca^ spight of her 
liibtll^T's earnest entreaties^ declined it I 
Tbfe only resource was, tHerefore, to make 
Her ^etlsibl^ of the detHment to herseli 
IB i^e refusal, and Mrs. Deltayne repre- 
seirtfed, in th6 strongest light, the colour 
Hfiss Marl6we would give to the tran- 
afaction, if she went away in consequence of 
it; wfeieh, with her power to give it 
puhlitfity; by hei^ adoiission into many 
femilies, cotfiprehended a possibility of 
fts^ doiii'g her an essential injuify in her 
futiit'e €^tdbliiihmerit in life. She beseech- 
ihgly rejifeisented, that if she w6uld but 
dxtend her hand to SuSan, with a word! 
dr tWb (if utiint^lii^ible meaning, she 
shotild soon l^ave revenge for the con- 
cession, in dismissing her, fof which a 
plaufsibte reason could easily be found-— 
and might also be extended to Miss Mar- 
lowe herselfj at a good opportunity, and 
tWdS, by identifying her own feelings with 
Ite^* daughter's anticipating the era whed 
D 3 
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an ardent desire oC^tanding w^ll k^ /^ 
fovour of the other sex affords (unstimu* 
lated) but too tempting a lure to the ii^ 
geniousoess and probitj of woman; and 
setting aside all the integrity of truths by 
making it appear she should onlj^ ^' Stoop 
to conquer/' she succeeded in summon- 
ing Miss Marlowe to hear an apology^ in 
which Susan's embarrassment and emotion 
was^ so conspicuous as to draw attention 
from an heartless indistinct sentence^ that 
had nothing of concession^ but the name ; 
and was elicited by implanting the Yin« 
dictiveness of revenge^ and bitterness of 
cunnings in a disposition naturally tinc- 
tured with a most amiable artlessness and 
generosity which Zeluca inherited from 
Mr. Delvayne, with his fiery temper also> 
and a countenance^ the model of frank en- 
gaging openness and intelligent animation. 

A pretence for dismissing Susan occured 
before Mrs. Delvayne came to her new 
residence^ for she never lost sight of her 
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daughter's interest, which, she believed^ 
eojoined her to make one ; but, even then, 
Zelucaha4 so much lost sight of the griev- 
ance, as to petition for her stay till Mrs. 
Delvajne thought it prudent to reinvigor- 
ate the revenge, that, perhaps, never would 
have vrholly subsided, having been so sys- 
tematically kindled. At Zekica's years, 
however, with her unanticipating inex- 
perience. Miss Marlowe's share in the 
transaction, could not but wholly fade 
from remembrance, and till in tructed, she 
was quite unsuspicious of the motive to 
her sudden dismissal. The plan occured to 
Mrs. Delvayne the moment Lady Naglefort 
mentioned Sir John Dawlish's want of a 
steady governess, a want, she thought 
Miss Marlowe might avail herself of, 
if she did iH>t anticipate her. Cap- 
tain Cassenberd had paid her a morning 
visit, and told her he was going to ride by 
the path she happened to know Zeluca 
had chosen; through Lady Naglefort,. 
therefore, she was enabkd, without one 
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falsehood, to exhibit Miss IVtarl&we ^ ciil- 
prit ; and trusted to her own capacity, if 
she should be further applied to, to fiac^ 
her sentence, merely by the implication 
comprised in the stilicitude she would ex=- 
press for the improvement of her daughter's 
mindy rather than the culture of Ker 
talents. Captain Cassenberd too would' 
probably say to others, as he had done to' 
her, (if Miss Marlowe's name was started) 
that sh6 had the finest face he ever saw on' 
the wane! and that, in the relative situa- 
tion of the parties, she knew would bcf 
definitive ! 

The sudden and unforeseen dismissal of 
her governess inevitably led to a change' 
of habituated usages that more strongly 
impressed on the mind of Zeluca all thc^ 
concomitant feelings and new view 
of things of which it was the precursor ; 
her charactei^ from that date got rid of 
the particular traits of chiMhood. She 
suddenly abjured many of her infantine' 
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flClnusements^ and the selfishness of im- 
mature thought settled into a decided 
•jstematic de?otediiess t* ixuliyidual 
gratificHtion. 
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CHAP. II. 



^< The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evit 
i$ growing iiillj nnd we are etill tended wUk 
forbidden Fruit ; this being considered^ it is easy 
to apprehend when the lofoejof the World becomes 
criminal^ and this it certainly doesj when we con^ 
sider it as our sole^ or principle good^ when w€ 
have recourse to any arts of frauds or violence^ f 
Main Us honours^ riches^ or pieasuresJ^^-^CARSk, 



iLiELUA'S person did not give promise 
of the more correct beauty of her mother^ 
but it exhibited graces eq-ually attractive. 
Though her height threatened not to attain 
the statute of dignity^ her form was cast 
in tbe most perfect mold^ and her air 
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and caiTriitge w»ii iirr^sistjlhly attraeti?e: 
Her f^^ce \9*ds ^^tomi roimdi' aod hei pro* 
file would not b^ir criticism; but the. 
d^Mogefui hue of her eyes gave ^creased 
mterest to ih^ir oative iotelligence and 
feeling. Her ''. hair the colour ojf a filbert 
full ripe, downwards more orient of 
colour, somewhat curling or waving/' de-: 
rived edcreasjBd effect from the negligence 
with which it was prevented strajingover 
her shoulders; and her complexion of 
the most, inimitable fairness, and trans-, 
parency rendered conspicuous, the ever 
varying shade of her naturally delicate, 
yet vivid bloom; giving token of quick 
sen^ibihty, and coinplettng that ingratia- 
ting promise of modesty, intelligence, 
artlessness, and innocence,, unperverted 
nature intended to exhibit in her. Such 
was Zejiuca's prepossessing exterior, when 
in goo4rhumoqr, and a? her mother's 
gpests sa,w her only in those moments, 
wheii the veJiation, pwi? liar, to her age, 
coAiUl Qot ip^u^ t|e^ M^itt^^Dce, she 
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read in the looks^ at least of* ^ male^ 
encouragemeitt to launch isto life^ in fult 
security of admiration and approtal. And 
a desire to enter on the joy 9 of *woman VfWm 
as ardent as her pursuit of the joys of 
childhood had been eager and engrossing. 
She had not only lost in Susan an alert 
hoyden^ but the apt associate^ whom in 
her tamer hours, she could elevate to a 
participation in the interest derived from 
tales and stories^ of which it was a mu- 
tual delight to reduce scenes to practical 
exhibitions; and spectators less partial 
than Mir. and Mrs. Delvayne might have 
enjoyed the spirit and skill of the thea- 
trical talent displayed ; mimickry gene* 
rally followed, in which Zeluca was so 
skilful, that Miss Marlowe, in vain^ 
looked grave when Mr. and Mrs. Del- 
vayne joined in applause and mirth at 
seeing the peculiarities of their most in- 
timate a^socintes admirab*^ hit off. Thus, 
in childhood^ the nnrestrained catarer of 
h^.own amusementi it was bo wonder 
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that Zeltica^ a» she verged ^n woman^ 
felt more ftnnojance than pleasure at the 
invitation she received to associate with 
others of her own age^ in her new neigh- 
bourhood. In their permitted recre- 
ations^ they were still in subjection to 
the higher powers, while to her control 
was so obviously intolerable^ that Mrs. 
Delvajne thought it best to hold it a 
maxim — that subjection led to duplicity — 
and to permit her to shew (what she could 
not prevail with her to hide) that such 
parties and such indulgencies as were 
granted to her^ excited contempt rather 
than gratitude; and were incapable of 
afibrding that amusement she was rather 
content to wait for, till she could enter 
unrestricted on a world it was her ill 
fate to be encouraged to believe fruitful 
inenjoymentto youth, beauty, and talents, 
without receiving one hint of the religi- 
ous, or even the prudential forbearance 
necessary to procure, on a departure from 
it, a passport to a better. But^ Mrs. 
roL. I; B 
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Dclrayne, ttiough she whispelred not to lieT* 
self a fault in Zeluca's exterior, was par- 
tial to her own commanding stature; and 
in expectation, not denominated hope, that 
her daughter would still gain additional 
height ; she represented that an introduc- 
tion, before the person had attained its 
final perfection, was injudicious; and 
brought her to consent to delaj, by making 
her feel that the palm of beauty, and the 
meed of admiration, included the exalta- 
tion, that was in reality the coveted good^ 
concealed under the avowed enjoyment 
of agrc mble relaxation, and thoughtless 
pleasure. The anticipations nature sug- 
gests to* opening woman, would scarcely 
have been kept in subjection by Zeluca, 
in obedience to her mother, had not a new 
pleasure presented itself to her, in the 
shape of a friend*^an acquisitioD, that 
with all the proneness of youth to commu- 
nication arid sympathy, she had not been 
able to select amongst her new acquaint- 
ance, either from her own fa$tidioysn^s& 
or their inaccessibility. 
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A spiall dwelling house, between Mrs. 
Delvayne's and the town of D^reborougb^ 
belonged to tlie Dean of A contort, a re- 
lation of Mrs. Delvayjie's ; and she con- 
sequently felt herself; culled upon, to 
<admit into her social circle lys three 
daughteics, whfeo they took up ^t Jieir abod^ 
in it ; though their unpretending style of 
living gave no hop^ of any additional 
■gaiety, or of any eclat or advantagp 
to Zeluca. But she found she was mia- 
taken, inasmuch as she looked upon her 
daughter's pleasure as a good ; for Ziq'- 
luca imbibed a sud^^p and decicjed at- 
tachment to the daughter of the .widovv:ed 
sister; and Mrs. Delvayne, though at 
first reluctant, soon became scn^ibl^ that 
the most eligible intimate for Zeluca 
^puld be — ^she v^ho, either frpm disposi- 
tion, situation, or affection, coujld b/5 
content to be subordinate to her. 

The Dean of Aconport's eldest daughter 
Was same yoars older than her »isters^ 
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ftnd on her father's second marriage made 
her escape from a home she would not, 
perhaps^ have exchanged for the one of- 
fered hy Mr. Bessaly, but that she 
thought the kind protection of an ami- 
able, sensible man^ in a situation below her 
expectations^ preferable to the dominion 
of a mother-in-law. Her sisters less for- 
tunate^ or more ambitious^ or^ from their 
jouth^ more subjected to the ill offices of 
their father's wife^ passed the sanguine 
years of youth in wearing deprecation of 
unwelcome authority; and the season of 
womanhood^ in rebellious^ reluctant sub- 
jugation^ to a woman^ whose appeab 
to her husband w6re as sure to be suc- 
cessful^ unjust as just. 

Mr. Bessaly did not survive his mar- 
riage ten years^ and died^ under the pain- 
ful conviction^ that his wife^ and a son^ 
and daughter, whom he left but just a 
degree above absolute poverty, 'would 
have been in the possession of affluenccj, 
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iiad his life beea granted to bim a few, 
more yesgrs. His deatfa^ howeyer^ wal^ 
jsatisfactory to Mrs. St. Orr, who directlj^ 
suggested to the Dean^ that his twa 
aiogle da.ughter8^ with a sufficient stipend^ 
would in every sense be an acquisition to 
their widpwe4 sister; add the Miss St 
Orr% thiaygh quitting aa establjishment 
formed oa a very s[dended«cale^ embraced^. 
iTvith comparative pleasure, a proposal 
that ^as hbwever followed up, through 
Mr. St. Orr*s influence,, witli so unhand* 
#onie an interjgretation of a sufficiency^ 
that the thife^ sisters were reduced to an 
ceconomy |^fuUy rigid; embittered 
with the reflection, that their father 
granted to the luxurious extravagance of 
his. wife, what be abridged from their 
CLommpu co9>forts, 

Mrs. Bessa^y i^mained in the neigh- 
bourhood of l.ondon after her husband's 
death, for the convenience of instruction 
1^ h^ soin^ till he reached the age at 
E 3 . 
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which his grandfather determined that, 
with his pittance^ his on); hope of makings 
i fortune would be by entering on a 
mercantile life. He accordingly sailed 
for America^ to enter into the counting 
house of a former friend of the Dean's ; 
and Mrs. Bessalj^ with her daughter 
and two sisters^ established themselves in 
the littb dwellings in Mrs. Delvayne^s^ 
neighbourhood. 

It is not easy to conceive a childhood 
less embellished by the enthusiasm of af> 
fection than had been that of Marianne 
Bessaly. Her mother^ indeed, doated 
on her, but deprivations, constant morti- 
jfications, and the loss of her only effi- 
cient friend in her husband, left her help* 
less timidity no resource, but in inviting 
the sympathy of her little daughter, and 
in assuring her of her ardent desiire^ to 
give her an education ; a desire so na« 
tural, and laudable, that if she had in« 
steady urged it with spirit to the Deany 
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it would HI all probability have been ef- 
fectual. Marianne's brother too, loved 
her, and she him, with that species of 
fondness only those can understand wha 
have found innate conformity in mind and 
heart with one individual, cemented by an 
exclusion from all general society. 6ut 
Edmund Bessaly went abroad directly he 
quitted school, and Marianne could 
only in imagination see the Being, for 
whose life, and health, and rettirn, her 
prayers were put up to heaven, with a 
religious hope, that at length subdued 
her grief at his departure. And though 
her aunts likewise loved her, the bene- 
ficial effects of their affection, in her 
early youth, was prevented by their so- 
licitude for themselves. Doubt and an- 
xiety was the inevitable result on their- 
precarious hold on their father's justice. 
Their domestication with Mrs. Bessaly, 
was, for a long time, rather an experiment 
than a plan, and the season for instruc- 
tion to Marianne^ was almost gone by be- 
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fore thej were relieved from efbrtfl 1% 
secure a competence for theoiselves ^uid 
her. They had neither of them my pjre: 
judice in favour of the scien^and pe» ^ 
daotry of modern education; but when ^ 
they were Felieved from the anxiety that 
engrossed them^ they became sensible 
they ought to have been aware Mr& 
Bessaly's supineness would neglect thos^ 
opportunities for necessary instruction 
her leisure afforded^ and which wx)ul4 
have been no encroachment on t^heir nar* 
row income. While fortuitous circum* 
stances deprived Marianne of the benefits 
it was in her aunt's desire to bestow, the 
evils under which they suffered might 
}iave been essentially disadvantageous to 
jber, if she had had less understandings 
or been of a different tmiper and disposi* 
tion; for she beheld in them that good 
sense, good principles, and good disposi- 
tions were insufficient to ensure refigoar 
tion to a lot, they held to be more tryiug, 
in the constant complication of sninut^: 
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insult and evit^ than is the more potent 
infliction^ in which something of energy 
is called forth, and rewarded by the ad- 
mitted merit of endurance. 

The eldest Miss St. Orr was four, or 
five-and-thirty ; and had she been married, 
would have been considered in the prime 
of life and beauty : as it was, a prophetic 
shrug doomed her to the disgrace irreme- 
diably attached to a single life, when mar- 
riage is no longer optional ; and taught 
her to feel, that however respectably she 
supported the desertion of youth and ad- 
fuiration, she must prepare herself for con- 
tempt. She had too much sense to excite 
ridicule, by contraverting the justice of 
such a criterion for opprobrium; but 
she had also too much feeling not to re- 
pine inwardly at exciting scorn, becau«#^^* 
she possessed the rectitude and delicacy 
to refuse a ^marriage uncongenial with her 
feelings. Rut the award of injustice pro- 
duced, what it ever must produce — dis- 



ci by Google 



46 XIXUCA. 

content ! — and she was often captious and 
tenacious^ when she was not warned hy 
the presence of strangers to check her 
feelings : moreover^ from the void in a 
naturally active mind^ abridged of its re- 
K^urc^ in the small circle of society she 
was r(4uced to^ she was. curious to mi- 
Buteoess inpetty concerns^ and require4 a 
circumstantiality from Marianne, that 
would have tried the temper of a petu- 
lant girl, or the veracity of one, who 
felt falsehood a fair refuge, on teazing 
enquiry, 

Jane St. Orr was only a year or two 
younger than her sister; but with a 
person much inferior in beauty; had a 
juvenility of appearance that would 
have enabled her to affect youth, if a 
/tiece, a head and shoulders taller than 
herself, had not warned her of detection^ 
She had more valuable qualities than her 
sister, inasmuch as more spirit, more 
penetratioq, and a better sense oi^ ^'3^4 
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litid right well managed/* made be^mor^ 
useful in her family, for A^r peremptory 
remonstrances with her father had in- 
duced hito to do, what gentle solicita- 
tion, or natural affection were insufficient 
to urge him to. Domestic arrangements 
through Mrs. Bessaly's Hstleness devolved 
on her — ^and her skill and forethought 
enabled them to preserve an appearance 
of gentility, which was essential to their 
ideas of comfort, though it was by the 
sacrifice of many comforts that did not 
touch appearance. - But she was deter- 
mined, even to despotism, in her deci- 
sions, and must have been' felt a tyrant by 
Marianne, had she not been able to 
render a love of justice and generou^ 
tolicitude for all around her visible in 
all she did, and in all she exacted ; that 
same justice, wias,'howevier, so lynx eyed, 
andiio unbending to those she most loved; 
that 'it approdehed to asperity, and^wouM 
have been hppalling to an ineoi^rect girt, 
mnd infection to a sarcastic one. 
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^ Mariaoi^ was, however, neither ; an4 
her sweet temper and sound understand- 
ing enabled her to avoid the failings^ 
while she imbibed the virtues of tbeex* 
amples before her. With such an uife- 
derstanding, and so much docility, thf ac- 
quisition of knowledge would have been 
easy and delightful, but Marianne had 
been taught nothing. Her brother h^d 
been her only instructor in grammar aiid 
orthography, and that only io holidays ; 
through him too she knew her notes, for 
he played the flute himself, and, from his 
savings, purchased her a secpnd-band 
harp lute, on which, by tlie aid of her ' 
Qwu ear, in addition to his lessons^ she 
could get through two or three tunes ^ 
she had also proceeded so far io' French^ 
AS the conjunction of a verb, when his 
grandfather determined on sending him 
aJi^coad; and that was the sum ^tal of 
her,, ?<^Wipli^Jiments. In very .early 
youth she had acquired from her mother 
th^ habit of novel reading, and it was a 
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Murce of so much pleasure^ that she was 
"happy to fiiid her aunt Jane did ndt 
wholly diacountenance it, butsbe^oon de- 
rived from her a taste for the best reading 
also; and her heart and mind were 
fraught with acquisitions, to which 
the exotic accomplishments of misdi* 
4rected capability, will one day, be as 
nothing. From her earliest years she 
had imbibed the conviction from all that 
passed around her, that the path of life 
was thickly sown with care and disap^ 
pointment; and that conviction rendered 
religious truths intelligible and prevail*- 
ing, though they were not, perhaps, made 
a more frequent subject of instruction 
wrilh her than with many young people> 
writh whom, for want of illustration, they 
never reach from .the ear to the heart 
Her's was indeed an education of prac- 
tical morality. Whether she turned her 
eye to the conduct 6f her mother, (whose 
sweetness often made her a dupe, but 
never a deluder) or to that of hcr-auats, 

T0L. I. p 
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whose impatience of evils^ from which 
they eould not redeem themselves^ be- 
spoke a susceptibilty to them that might 
fairly have drawn on them the suspicion 
of vindictiveness^ she beheld^ when put to 
the test^ the same rectitude in their actions. 
In the trying situation even in which they 
stood with their father they disdained 
availing themselves of any opportunity 
of sinking Mrs.* St. Orr in his esteem ; 
and a forbearance on that point, that 
came to Mariaqne's knowledge, went to 
the heart of a young girl, prepared for 
the reception of good, and habituated 
her to consult conscience, or rather, it 
had the effect of identifying conscience 
and impulse as one and the same source 
of action. As she had judgment and 
candour to estimate the merits of her 
aunts, she loved them^ for the wrongs they 
had endured, as well as from gratitude 
for their affection ; though she sometimes 
wondered at their petulance with each 
otker^ with the world, and even witk 
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her; butsfaeexcu^dtbe foibles of their 
tempers, with an ei^uring sweetness, that 
completed the perfection of her own, and 
made her so truly at peace with herself, 
that though the tone of her mind was in 
unison with the resigned meditation of her 
Madona face, sh^ was ialti^aji^ chearful, 
always ready to extract enjoymient out of* 
any possible source, and had ^s yet en- 
countered ho evili not even the sudden* 
departure of her brother, which her 
philosophy had not enabled her to sustain 
with unrepining submission. 

Through the indifference of some irf her 
relations, the inadvertence of others, and 
the serious cares, that always rendered a 
judieious choice of .evils the paramount 
object in any new plan of Mrs. Bessaly 
and her sisters^ Marianne's name had- 
not been once mentioned in the letteftf^ 
that passed between Mrs. Delvayne and 
Dr. St. Orr, previous to his daughter's 
^mii^ to Cowerby. 

'* \ • 
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It vr^9 Dr. St. Qtt*s daterminMiofi^ tfaai 
Mrs. Bessaly^ and her sisters^ should oc* 
cupy the littlebox at the top of the Tillage/ 
which in bi^ college dayB^ and sometime 
after^ he used to oome to for a month's 
sporting;: but^ as he tbfn thought it 
barely sufficient to eoniafin hiinselfalon^ 
i^ was natucal he shotild choose to con- 
sider Marianne too imignificant to be 
deemed an addition to the family; and 
tboligh Mf s. Delvayne at the time knew 
of tte birth of ai girl of thai name^ yet* 
about the progeny of second coissins (none 
of whom she had seen since her marriage) 
sbe was not likely to hate be^n inquisi- 
thye^ and headng nothing of her, she 
Qpitcluded she was dead, or, what she 
oonsidered as tffectualtfr, ^ut out fromf 
the wdrld uglyh At sight of her^ there^ 
fi>re, if she had not been thorobghly 
mistrets of her bdhia^iour, she would haye 
tUBiified^ ungraciously s her fixed ddser^ 
minittion not to encumber herself with a 
protegee, that partially,, a» 9he. Tiewed> 
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^her daughter, she was aware might divide 
the palm of beauty with her. Zeluca, 
however, did not look so far. The first 
irksome sensation with which shewed the 
lovely face and figure^ she directly 
brought into comparison, with herself^ 
from habituated custom, gradually faded 
mway, as she observed that neither Mari- 
anne herself, her mother, or aunts seemed 
to think a higher destiny than tea-making 
her. due ; and she directly, made advances 
to intimacy. Mrs. Delvayne was sorry ^ 
but when she bad ascertained how com* 
pletely Marianne failed in the savoir 
Jxiire^ and how little likely it was for 
her to become a competitor, referring 
either to lier capability, her turn of 
temper, or the sufferance of aunts, she 
concluded young and visionary enough to 
be jealous of her> she yeilded, uncon- 
teiidingly, to an ijitercourse/that had at 
least the benefit of stimulating Zeluca 
to attention to ber studies, for the pleat- 
jure of an overwhdmmg display; she 
F 3 
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tddk, however, thepvecttinkioii of warmng 
Zeluca of the evils of. .m subordinate 
friend, aad w^» satisfied ber. enthufiiasmL 
would Qot lead her to sacrifice her omu aA- 
Tantage for that nf her new associate^ 
when Zelticar impatientlj answered^, ^^It 
was surely easj enough to slnke ofi* Mari^ 
ahne Bessaly, when she ceiuged to deservm 
t0 be taken up*' 

But^ if Mrs. Delvayne considered a 
•abservient friend^ under existing cic* 
cumstances^ disadvantageous^ Jane St« 
Orr felt a patronising one likely to be 
humiliating; and belore she had seen 
Zeluca half-a-dozen times^ she took an 
opportunity of giving het opinion to 
Marianne. She represented^ that how-» 
ever small^ she would possess a suffix 
ciency, and with that^ if her mind was^ 
elevated enojigh^ to edjoy the first blessing 
heaven could begtow-^independence ! She 
might be as much the mistress of her 
own conduct^ as if she inherited millions. 
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iiy the paitts Jtane Stw Orr took io en- 

U^ht^ Marianne's j udgment, sbe proofed 

that it >va9 not ber aim to control^ but 

te: qualify her for* tlie free agency that 

^m aldne entitle good conduct to the 

jB6t praise of 'oirius. She would no* 

content herself^ that MWranne should 

think hfer cousin only vain, and rfither 

presuming, she enlarged on the nature 

of modern chartatanical education, and 

tile illigi^imate i^iew with which learning 

aind scienise is instilled, even when it i^ 

tea), iiistead of superficial; and to 

Zeluca she imputed the unamiable 

^ualities,^ engendered bj the emulative 

education that renders l^e a scene of 

rivalship and competition, together with. 

all the inteniporate tyranny that arise 

out of the immoderate indulgence and 

flattery of a mother, who had trained 

the self-love, planted by nature in the- 

human breast, to a height that would 

suffer no motive df justice or kindness 

to^ supersede the sjightest impulse to seW^ 
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gratiScation. " I ba?e scrutiiiBed hdff'^ 
continued %he, '' and depend upon it^ she 
will be an unprincipled, plotting, under- 
mining ftirt. In other words, a corrupt 
woman! Her friend— her lover— h^. 
mother — and her husband will all find 
that Zeluca will occasion crueler suf- 
ferings to them than the bitterest enemjf; 
could inflict."^ 

^^ Well r— exclaimed Miss St. Orr^ 
^ but Jane is alwajs right in her opiniona^ 
if you take her word for it. So look 
to yourself Marianne !" 

'^ What a sad thing it is/' observed Mrs. 
Bessaly, with the air of concluding the 
topic before Jane could reply. " What 
a sad thing it is people ever behave so, as 
to make others right in condemning, oc 
virong in defending them.*' 

'' So it is. Emma,'' said Jane. '' What.i^ 
4ad thing it is too, that wrong ifs do( 
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right ! Your benevolence may a« well 
make a sweep at once. But Marianne/' 
. shepersued, changing her satirical glance 
at Mrs. Bessaly into an angry one at Miss 
St. Orr, ''Mind I don't require you to act 
by my opinion, though^ as Eliinor says, 
I eeriainly think it a jusioner, or I would 
not have broached it She has another 
criterion for the delivery of her sentiments 
I suppose ! I do not wish you mikout 
experience, to interpret certain tokem^ 
and symptoms as I do, but I am anxious^ 
tbat while you are acquainted vrith Ze- 
luca (Or intimate if you please) you keep at 
gtxard over the nsijural proneness of youtlt^ 
tj» enthusiatic attachments. She is some^ 
times most engaging I know, and 1 warn' 
you tkat it will be cruel to yourself to 
withdraw your affections, however unde^ 
serving she may prove. Observe too, 
that if you make, while feeling, warm 
professkms of friendship now, in time to 
come^ isb^ dreaded imputation of luk«^ 
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warmness or treachery, may lead yoo into 
sanctioning extravagancies and impro^ 
prieties, that girls indulged like her, and 
open to temptation^ often fall into^ with- 
out even any thing radically wrong.'* 

^^ I really think if Marianne mentioned? 
to us/' said Misa. St. Orr, '^ any improper 
request of her cousin, and made a points 
of having no^ secrets from us, nothing 
could" 

*' Pshaw/' interrupted Jane, "My dear,** 
she pursued to Marianne, ^' for n^self, 
I neither bespeak the toil of being yo9B 
conscious keeper, nor the degradation 
of beiDg secret bearer to a couple of 
girls. I meant only to give you a hiirt^ 
I conceive you have candour. ana judg-. 
ment to avail yourself of, fot you have 
been furnished with ' materials for 
thinking,' from ten years old> and half 
ten, 1 believe. In point of ««nd«ct 
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mnd prudence jou will be in your grand 
cluoacteric at twenty-fiTe ! and for dodg- 
ing, and watching, and prying, and 
questioning you, if you require that 
kind of vigilance to keep you in the right 
course, in my opinion, you are not worth 
preserviag/' 

*' I hate watching and prying as much 
ms any body,'' said Miss St. Orr. '' I ;•' 
— ** That I am sure you do," added Mrs. 
Bessaly, sorry her sister should ap- 
propriate sorepugnatea charge; " and I 
am sure we all advise for the best — add 
that Marianne thilik so/' 

'* Poor Marianne,'^ observed Jane, '^ hox» 
will she proceed, thinking we all advise 
for the best ? Take this into the account, 
however, mv dear, that I would not 
control you for the world ; that I wish 
to see you act for yourself, and only 
claim the right of giving my opiiSion." 
— ^'^ Which I receive and attend to, with 
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the gratkttde due to your SAlioitvde 
about me>'' auswered Mat ianne. « 

'' Marianne V asked Mist St. Of r^ 
referriug again to Zeluca, '' M'hat wa^ 
it she was wbiaipering about so long^ 
just before tea this evening?" 

Jane glanced slily all round.— r^' The ball 
at Dereborough ! — two beaux she met in 
thurch lane ! — the possible reason why 
Captain Cassenberd alwajs stares so hard! 
' — a whistle under her window last wecsk 

three nights running ! — the/'- but 

she was forced to stop for breath, and 
Marianne, srailing, answered, ^' It really 
vi^% the race ball at Dereborough; — she is 
to come out at the races/* 

f 

" I thought/' pursued Miss St. Orr, " I 
heard her say something about a partqer^ 
and that you was included in the scheme^ 
whatever it was, for I am sure it was your 
Yoice^ that said, ^If my aunts go, V ■ ' ■■* 
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^' Mftrianiie/' inlfertiipted Jand St. Orr, 
''yoi? havefofgbtytt^ur mother's whey r ^' 

'^ Oh ! marama — iw>t to remind me !" 
€ried Maria^fiDie/dtartiDg up; ^^ biit it is 
^ry g«*^d tindie yet." - ' 

''^ The very hesl time;^o^ couW* 
not go at a better," said Jane, adding, 
":the/ dbsed ^^i wtA '^ftifcio^d Uniouih 
of yourn pati^rtt'i ^drfy thi uttei^ance 
o€^ tier fttvottritei--*^ Ney' tyittk' )^U;''-^' - 
Marianne vanished. . :.. ^ , 'd 

'' That . poorf T^Mltfi!" feiUt^^ Jaiie, 
'^ wheti the gi^rl aliwttttely ttierg^ifl iJie'' 
woman, she will>fiiid eVen tei^ teAifteir >^ 
caonat 'cmUiriB the oateehi3iB^iJ^fersi^k-f>^ 
unce that oblige spMftMttdlis' €hiM:4i^f'' 
to run the gi^antlet of revision \" 

•'■., ■ -.V 'i ;/ " -: >\.v r .1 1 -^ 

*f Or tb< interdiction,^* sai4 MiW^fe'^^ 
Orr, " of every acquaintance who coiiiei^ * 
not up to the standard of — ofyour own ex* 
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dogpiatica)^ that jpttim^ hstfWi gout^ 
way io every thing." 

/^ I J^eye I hav<j it ofteneeti''^ re^UaA 
Jane, '^ for if any thit^ in to be^ooej» . h 
find you prefer impeding me to taking i$ 
vipjoayoimfiifto fltct/*. 

''Y^s; I faatYfS na o|(}^i4lQ ti>> yott^ 
t^^ing the 1^— BOmehod^ must*— bui^ 
thai po^/sIlOuld'aQt mid^deftd^ ,with jitdgh- 
ment, I think/' 

^^ Of > coura^'* rjjtttfted Jane, /Tact 
and) d^ddfy ^ifk su^thi^^i^ to yjouf t'c-- 
v^mn.) I ^hiqk halfi the .wcirld. lire. pronC' 
to the huRHJUtybl' rasigriingithfiiiead to • 
tli9^4«fli^ii^ 9iddb»t*pla«v'') 

'' I really think my cold is worse/' ob- 
sei^BctlMh^. i^^fisaly ; : ^' 1 cannot speak at 

I'Nay, you have spoken, 1 think>? saidr 
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Jane^ ** if not to the pointy to the best 
purpose : ' The words of Ih^t jujre are 
pleasant words/ — and ringing for candles^ 
she concluded', 'wiilt reboyered temper, 
'' Come, Emma, let us be in time for Ma- 
rianne ; do not let us defeat her seryicoa 
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" The good optnion of M*m^n^ (Kfyressed ia 
praise, pleases us. It is innocent to admit the 
gratification qf this desire^ simply for the sake 
of this pleasure. But to what extent ? — it is very 
ajiparent that this desire has, if 1 may so exm 
press it, an immense voracity; it has within 
Uself no natural principal of limitation, since it 
is incapable of being gratified to satiety. To 
what extent, I repeat, may the desire be indulged? 
Evidently not beyond that point where it begins to 
introduce its accessaries Disdainful Comparison^ 
or Envyy or Competition, or Ungenerou^s Wishes J*^ 

FoSTKB. 



]M[aRIANNE was at first so strbnglj 
impressed with her aunts cautions^ that 
$he evinced an almost fearful reception 
of Zeluca's cordialities^ and thereby en- 
creased them ; for Zeluca and her mother 
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imputed tier resetve, to a timUh sense of 
miexpeeted aftd undeserved honour^ in 
being raised to intimacj with an accom- 
plished^ highly educated girl^ who^ as n 
beauty^ an heiress^ and a reputed fortune 
of £^fiOO, commanded much considera- 
iimk, even in an opulent and superior 
neighbourhood. Such b^ing Mrs. Del* 
vayne's^ and her daughter's interpretation. 
of Marianne's backwardness^ their kind* 
Bess was unaccompanied by the dread of 
her pretending to equality; and, as Ze- 
liSteB. feared nbt the companion she found 
highly agreeable^ her professions of regard 
were free from theiiHoy of constnlint or 
i^eetation ; and Marianne soon fotgot the 
prediction of Jane St. Orr. Her iltfW as- 
sociate was a m6it dcUghtftil Acquisition 
to her, who *ad scarcely heM^llalEah- 
boiir*^ eommui)ication with a femafe of 
her own- age in hcfr life; and 'it^^i&eC- 
iyn^ikfksH baerfwamed a|a^;^stfe iiv- 
dnlgwd; arfd'^Ueted ^e fcidiM^x- 
perJenee^to jtwtify the ' mdxjAgS^M^^^ 
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before any circuoistaDcies induced her 
to revoke the opioion^ that hi^r aunt exag* 
gerated the imperiousness and vehemence 
necessarily resulting from over indulgence 
into heinous faults. 

Zeluca was an inimitable musiciaft^ 
through the indefatigable labours of 
Miss Marlowe^ joined to natural genius ;• 
and hope stimulated her application^ now* 
that the transport of displaying superemi^ 
nence in the all-captivating science^ vi^as 
amongst anticipations^ growing into pain^. 
from the eagerness of expectation. She 
practised many hours at home^ and having 
caught a sight of Marianne's harp lute, 
she eQ^ered on a catechism, that ended 
in a determination^ to have the schooK 
room piano sent to Cowerby, with a view 
to becpraifig^ Ijier instructress. Gratitude- 
aijd glea^ure wer£ commensurate ip Mari- 
anne'a: hearj^^and she . applied j^i^li as 
muchi' tljioug^ she could npt^^with more, 
ape than her mistr/^ss, who rarely, 
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ptssed a day without giving her a lesson^ 
and sometimes kept her station at the 
piano the whole of the mornings till 
the system was subverted bj one short 
sentence of Mrs. Bessaly'B. She was rarely 
in the room during the- practice^ — but she 
altered one day in the middle of a duet^ 
aad when it was finished she exclaimed^^ 
'' Miss Delvayne^ I had no notion of such 
capability in teaching as well as per- 
forming ! — Marianne executed her part as 
well as yourself; and Vm sure her's used 
to be ^ wood notes wildv'* Accustomed 
as Marianne was to her mother's sim^^ 
plicity, she did not see in the compliment 
to herself any depreciation of her cousin r 
nor, on after investigation, could she 
bring herself to a change of opinion. 
But it was impossible to misconceive Ze- 
luca's sense of it. A sudden crimson 
flowed into her^ cheeks ; — she quitted the- 
instrument;^ — and though she recalled 
some words that half escaped her, an* 
reseated herself;^ she could not recover; 
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conimaod of yoice^ or sdftnner. HDhe nek^ 
CQOf nifig, however^ sKe came down earlier 
than u8uaI> with full tokens of reeovemi 
cordialitjr^ and in the most joyous spirits. 
Sbe was on a new pony^ which she kn 
Tited Marianne to ri^e round the fieUr 
alternately with herself — ^and Mariaaap 
did> delighted with the novelty of tfaa. 
e:(ercise^ in perfect forgetfulnesi of 
music^ till, at going away« Zeluca sa;^^ 
her mother desired her to state her iar 
tentions of sending far the pkno, as sh^ 
was going to have a little music party> 
aad it would not be half-an-hour's trouble 
to return it. Zeluca's fear that she had,^ 
in one branch of the science, communir 
coated a skill equal to her own — the ib^ 
solent meanness of not inviting Martanaa 
to a concert of young people-^ and the iiH 
tentiop to retain the piano^ was all clear 
to Jane St. Orel Bui while she prepared 
Marianne to get rid of the expectation of: 
further instruction ia music, and em^^ 
pressed herself with indignation againirt 
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Zeluca's littleness of mind^ and with re- 
gret that her niece's natural talent should 
remain uncultivated^ she avoided all the 
natural suggestions of pique^ and all 
affected disdain of the deprivation. She 
sought instead^ to guard her against im- 
bibing any o{ the spirit ihi3ii dictated tlie 
mariceuvre, by re()resenting thsCt the lit- 
tleness and' envy of Zeluca's mind dis« 
qualified her for any real act of friend- 
ship ; and that pain must in the event 
have resulted from a good of her coni" 
municating. Rut stilly Marianne re- 
peated^ almost with tears^ that it was 
very unlucky S^eluca's instructions had 
been .confined, to the vocal part^ as^ if she 
had gained as much knowledge in the 
instrumental^ she sould have been almost 
qualified for self-tuitioo. 

Jane St. Orr assumed her that ne labour 
scarcely would have enabledher to become 
an instrumental performer^ on an equality 
with other girls, with the disadvantage of 
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hde appliqutiop^ while Ibe iiints dhe 
gained for the aiaatgeinaQt ofiher voioe^ 
would help her to a fiuid of amusemeiitt 
fit home. Ikit when Marianne admitted 
she was rights without beiiig able ;to shew 
pleasure in admitting her conviction^ 
Jane had recourse to ridicule. — '^Suppose 
JMarianne/' s^id Mhe, '' that you imd be* 
come a proficient^ what would it kave 
ay^ihd you^ when you codild not name fL 
Jf^rst rate master i My dear, a hur-^ 
gurdy girl might as well expect to eur 
chant, and enrapture^ and entrance^ and 
, no forth. Aud^ if jou could play^ yoi| 
Wjould scarcely be a whit nearer the £aiae 
of an Qiscomplished womaa. The ladies 
of England ar£likethenatiji;£sof Mysor^c, 
who think a medicine ^cacious in pr4>- 
portion to the mimbfir of iBg^edica^ 
A woman now is valued by the multi* 
plicity of attainments with which iier 
head is cramed — Latin^ German^ Spanish, 
all the arts, and all the sciences^-^ 
and all conned in suboiisson to task^ 
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Iii8tersliip> 4 without one gpefaial ray o^ 
iDteliect ID most of tfiese adepts, to elicit 
an atom of instruction or pleasure out^ 
ofsomudh learning! My dear, what a^ 
deal better it is to have j^our atti^ suf- 
ficiently disiugaged to admit an original 
thought! Marianne truly said that her 
regret was for the loss of pleasure, not 
fame, but that she would overcome it ; 
and as she had not grown up with the idea 
that music was an essential attainment; 
it was in fact but transient. Her aunt 
^ne she knew had given music up earljr 
id ltfe> after being a tolerable proficient, 
with a declaration^ that any thing short 
of the capability of a stage player was 
more than ludicrous. So when t^e pmud 
did niotTeturn/ Marianne set herself <eri- 
ougfy to co^-;^-^ ;;,^; Vrith so t^a. 

fdbnd *;\e drawbacks ^^'^ '^^\l'Z 
««»„..,, iihttaproat;. he ««.o^^ 

ffwe of tliaaiev at b»^S 
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felt it ; and notwithstanding her immedi^ 
ate disgust to Zeluca^ she soon tbo bck' 
came perfectly reconciled to her, fw 
Zeluca happened to be with her when* 
she received letters from her brother, and 
exhibited so much satisfaction in her 
pleasure at the contents, that she entircljr - 
forgave her. - , ' 

Edmund Bassely communicated to his 
family the most agreeable hews. - He 
said be was so much in the eonfidence of' 
his employer, as to be deputed to transact^ 
a negociation for him at Perisacola ; and 
that probably a commmtssion to England, 
at a future date, would be the conse^ 
^fmnce. if he was found equal to his trust. 
Zeluca entered into Marianne's exquisiife 
happiness at tbs '^^tellk-ence with the 

»>"1 gf5UVJ,,g !jr„,p.tl,j.-brtr.»'*. 
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starne. - She would have a description of 
hh person ; — declared he must be quite 
handsamey if he was handsomer than 
Marianne, with the advantage of an 
animated countenance; — and regretted he 
was not in the dragoons : jet she was 
brought to admit Marianne was right in 
asserting, that, with an elegant and cul- 
tivated mind, joined to a fine person, he 
stood in no need of the embellishing ejc- 
ternalSy that, in the military, in the gross, 
constitute the leading attraction of the 
man. And she herself suggested that, 
with hisfamibfy he might, as a merchant, 
be entitled to the countenance of the 
best company, with the benefit of a for- 
tune he coiild never, perhaps, have ac- 
quired in any profession. She looked 
over maps with Marianne, and sent from 
home, without loss of time, all . the 
books, whether travels or histories, which 
related to America, and Spanish America, 
and. all the colonies in commercial rela- 
tion, with either, so, that Marianne, bene- 

VOL. F. H 
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fited hyhet aid^ asiivell as grafi^ed mnA 
ddighted with the participating interest 
in her beloved brother^ iiiternatdiy^ de« 
elared Zeluca^ must bis feeling and 
kind^ and open te good impressions. She 
eaconerated her from the unhandsome po- 
licj her aunt had imputed to her ; and onljr 
regretted Mrs Delvayne's ill-judged flat- 
tery had made praise so essential to her^ 
that she could not witness avowed ap- 
probation of another^ without feeling it 
ais a personal afiVont. Good will waa 
therefore mutually renewed, and Marianne 
bad no difficulty in laying aside the books 
for which she waj? indebted to Zeluca, to 
participate in the pleasure with which 
she came to announce her appearance 
at the ensuing ball at Dereborough. It 
was true Marianne could not well • un- 
derstand her transp(»:t and triumph^ 
though she would have liked very much 
to have enjoyed what she considered an 
occasional relaxation. But Zeluca had 
been trained to expect^ in a ball^ a widr 
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lield for politictl nuiuBUvre; and, livhiie 
«Iie talked of her deiighi in iaDoceiit 
gaiety k)#ked fbrwaid to ber first ap- 
piNuraQGe, at to tke initiation into a 
systam adopted to the furtherance of im- 
pof^aot objects. Zeluca's apeculatiom 
vere the niore deligbi£al, because the 
tediousoess of k)f^ fxoirzctei expectation 
^as averted ia the eyexit, by a sudden ac- 
celeratioQ of the period of eajoymenl. 

Miss Emcotts^ an heireBs of £1,000 
a. year^ was arrived on a visit to General 
and Mrs. Serie^ and thgr proposed sto 
Mrs. Delrayoe a party to one of tiie 
Dereborough balls, by way oi giving 
variety to the amusements ihey w^ished 
to vrelcome her with ; and Zeluca could 
no longer suffer her mother's arguments 
to postpone the deiut intended to be 
mad^ lyt the races. It vvras true Miss 
Emcotts was a rival heiress^ whose wealth 
flung Jier to an immeasureable distance 
tB one point of comparison; but she was 
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quite plaio^ ^itb a long lank figure*; and 
-whatever may be felt and exhibited of 
the power of wealthy the superiority, in 
a personal comparison, procures to self- 
love, a self-complacency, far more sooth- 
ing than that which results from the con- 
icious importance of afl3uence; and the 
aspiring heart of Zeluca, almost unknown 
to herself, looked to the triumphant hope 
of being characterised the phoenix of the 
night, to the defeat of the pretensions 
of £7,000 per annum! Mrs. Delvayne 
saw too, that her daughter's, was the 
spirit to seize every fortuitous circum- 
stance that might contribute to such a 
triumph; but though she expected Ze* 
luca would prove, that 

*^ All contend 

To win her praise whom all commend. *' 

She would not, perhaps, have allowed 
her name to be registered so prematurely 
in the chronicles of dissipation, if certain 
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#ccei9iMt m iSie neigbliouring fuailies, 

had not authorised x solid hopes of ea^ 

UMiskmg her in addition to the establi8I^ 

ment ef her fame. The fiat of ^. very 

degaait roginient of dragoons she knew 

vauid give undisputed eeiebritj^ but 

4ieir facinaitng approbation she at once 

coveted ^nd dreaded^ till the return of 

. Mr. Valcrest, fipom a lon^ leave^ enabled 

her .to hqpie that if Zeluca was to be 

caught by extern^K it woi^ld be by the 

cxtornah of one of the richest commoners in 

England. Bpt she had still better justi- 

ficaiion for yielding up ber cmn plan. 

Mr. Wolsay (who was just calfed to the 

bar) was coming to spend the vacation 

with his uncle^ Sir Pbcegfine Naglefoci> 

accompanied by bis friesd^ the Uohour- 

fible Mr. Erde&toine. And Mrs. Delvayne 

thought she could not possibly do better 

than indulge Zeluca's timid dread of a 

first appearance at a country bal!^ by 

auier iog ber to gei rid of a portion of 

ber manvake honte, at an initiatory hop. 

u 3 
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Zeluca had altered and re-altered tkt 
plan of her dress a hundred times^ till ha^ 
ving succeeded in the mvention of a trinr- 
roing^ she determined that that and her fr- 
gure would best be displayed in the van- 
dyke petticoat. Mrs. Delvayne pleaded 
that^ it was going out. ZeluCa answered; 
that revived with her trimming; it would 
be nem. Her mother then (always plau- 
sible) advocated the allurement of ma- 
desty ; and Zeluca grew angry. She 
said it was very hard she might not avaii 
herself of a becoming dress^ that was only^ 
going out because the majority of fe- 
male heels were thick ; and when she could 
not bring her mother to yield up her opin- 
ion^ she determined Marianne should saj« 
she had contrived to unite decorum tixA 
display. She accordingly ordered her pony, 
and rode down to Cowerby the morning 
before, ^ the day — the important day !' so 
tig with hope and expectation to her, that 
she rendered it momentous to all around. 
Marianne's taste^ was, however, on h* 
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notlier^s side^ but before Zelaca lost her 
temper^ she recollected that any additional 
admiration she might gain from tasteful 
display^ would be additional mortification 
to Marianne/ she, therefore, satisfied her- 
self ihiit her mother liked her own mode 
of attracting best; and that Marianne 
was envious; and accordingly sent the 
dress home to be taken by Mrs. Delvayne 
to the milliner, as she alone could explain"^ 
the minute items the dress-maker would 
probably have overlooked. And when 
she had so decided, she broke up the 
bed-room scene of trying on, which had 
lasted an hour, with '' How happy should 
I be, Marianne, if we were going togetlier. 
I wanted* mamma to ask you, but she 
talked so much of the impropriety of 
putting temptation in your way, now 
dress is so expensive, that I thought I 
would speak to you first. And we go 
with Lady Naglefort too ; — we dine there 
'-•but you could come to us. I would 
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try— siipppee j—^bvt yopr qW m9HMf)i 
munts wouW pi^H^t of course ?" 

/'Tbcj/ wOllld ply€Ct;r^but why qtf 
Vtidish fpf so doing/' apsweiied Mui- 
fipoe^ ^'yoqr moltief^ who is np^ i>l4 
mtiidisbj b»8 also ol\)eeted^ acMi> { ^v^ 
«are^ I fi^l most justly. I wot]|ld luH f^rce 
viyself on Lady Naglefort's prot^ioa fof 
H «iu«b greater good than a ball/' 

'' Good God r eJi^lftimed Zelucii, «# 
they descended the stairs^ ^' here k her 
carriage, why she does'nt ^isit you?^ 
O no/' she continued, subduing th^ 
insolence of her questioning tone — ^^sbe^ 
come to say something to me. Now** 
she pettishly resumed, ^^ I suppose there 
is an alteration in the plan ; if we don'4 
dine with her. Til stay away. I won't go- 
with the certainty ot having all the be^ 
men appropriated elsewhere. I'll have the 
wne advant^es olberiB have at any i^te.*^ 
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Marianne^ wrapped in attention, re- 
mained quite silent. 

" She is a methodistical piece of goods/* 
Continued Zeluca; " I wifth she was dead, 
and I had the management of Sir Pere- 
grine. We ought to go in with a bible, 
my dear,'* she cried — and recovering her 
good humour, by the aid of her talent 
for mimickry, she daringly imitated 
Lady Naglefort's rather decisive tone and 
air, which had nothing at all of the 
species of enthusiasm, characterised a& 
methodistic. 

*' Take care ! —Oh pray stop !" exclaimed 
Marianne, seeing she pursued her imita- 
tion, in the very act of opening the door, 
which she threw back, with a look at 
Marianne, intimating how free she was 
from her dismay. Lady Naglefort merely 
bent her head at the entrance of the young 
ladies^ and pursued the explanation she was 
making to Mrs. Bessaly and the Miss. St, 
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Orrs. Sfaesaidtbatas she understood, from 
good authority^ (and she looked towards 
Zeluca,) their purpose was to live quite 
retired^ she felt herself an imf^rtinent in- 
truder, till she should devolve the fault 
on the real culprit, who was in fact her 
husband* He had only retttrned> fcom 
almost a twelvemonth's stay in Ireland, 
a few days back, and casually hearing 
Abat they had taken up their ab^de at 
Cowerby, had reproached her for not 
paying her respects to the daughters of an 
old friend of his, with whom he had passed 
some of the happiest hours of his life. 
Nor would he allow her remonstrances 
on their choice of retirement to be eflfec- 
tual ; he believed, as ^friend, he should he 
welcome — and he hoped to prove hinuielf 
one in gratitude, for many lervicet Aooe 
him, in early life, by Dr. St. Orr ; and he de- 
sired her to make a tender of every civility 
and service, it came within the reach of 
bis vicinity to proffer. Lady Na^letort 
delivered her husband's commission with. 
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SO much unaffected friendliness^ that Mrs. 
Bessaly and her sisters M^ere obliged to 
feel, spite of their proneness to recede from 
common professions of kindness^ that both 
she and Sir Peregrine had conferred a 
welcome favour on them by her visit. 
They were cordial in their thanks ; and 
she became entirely satisfied with her- 
self for the step she had rather unvi^ill- 
ingly taken. She proposed to them to 
discard the formalities of etiquette^ and 
allow her to consider them of her party 
to the Dereborough ball the next eve« 
ning ; and looking to Marianne^ begged 
to include their young friend. 

" My daughter/' said Mrs. Bessaly, 
^ Marianiie you know it is Lady Nagle- 
fort to whom you are indebted for this 
invitation.'' 

^^ Marianne blushed ^ and bowed^ and 
left it to her mother to decline it for her; 
who was answered by La^ Naglefort* 
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" Your daughter Mrs. Bessaly ! Whj, 
surely. Miss Delvayne, you must have told 
me your cousin was a child ; from what 
other cause. could I have exoected to see 
a little girl of ten years old/' 

Zeluca answered tliat her Ladyship 
was mistaken as to receiving such 
false information from her, though she 
might possihly have derived the idea fromi 
seeing her look out some easy music one 
morning, which, on enquiry, she had 
said was to teach Marianne. 

*' Possihly it might be so," rejoined 
her Ladyship, — '' Well ! if we may judge 
from appearances. Miss Bessaly's society 
will communicate benefit aquivalent to 
that she derives from her young music 
mistress;*' and Lady Naglefort, turning 
to Mrs. Bessaly, as the person to decide, 
said, that though she was no advocate for 
eafly habits of dissipation, she thought 
the cousin's first appearance together, as 
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Marianne too was the senior^ should s^sem 
a matter of course. 

Mrs. Bessaly thought so too^ and would 
bave agreed^ had not Marianne inter- 
posed. 

Zeluca whispered her, — '' Recollect 
your dress, my dear!'* — and she directly 
became convinced she must disgrace the 
party ; so said^ that she would rather 
defer the pleasure. 

Her mother and Miss St. Orr under- 
stood her motive, :' and seconded her. 
But Jane St. Orr repeated, '^ Defer the 
pleasure ! What a common error in young 
people, and their instructors, it is, to 
speak of dress as a secondary considera- 
tion, and make it b. first. It should seem 
it was in your calculation, my dear, to 
emulate your cousin by this delay, and 
add much adventitious eclat to your ex-, 
terior. Yet, I protest, I thought you 
yot. r. 1 
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must^ practically, as well as professedly 
decline the aid of anj dress but the most 
simple; and that I believe being really 
the case^ Marianne^ you had better at 
once frankly declare that you have too 
much; pride to disgrace her ladyship's 
patronage/* 

Marianne was abashed at the irony,, 
and vexed at the plain speaking that had 
precisely stated her case; yet was she 
eventually pleased at the reply produced 
by it, for it dispelled the fear of insur- 
mountable difficulty Zeluca had im* 
planted 

^' I tiiank you. Miss St. Orr," said her 
ladyship, before Marianne could pro- 
duce an hesitating answer to her aunt, 
*' I thank you for giving me an opportu- 
nity to say, that which I possess of the 
spirit of patronage, is distinct from the 
lowest species of self-consequence. I 
will not take the opportunity to turn a 
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eotnpliment to Miss Bes^aly, but merely 
tell her^ in the sincerity of truths that 
the more simple her attire, the more I 
shall see the mind correct that feels it 
right to submit to the guidance of rela- 
tioQs^ for whatever reaistins exerted, on a 
point where young people are now left 
to unrestricted taste and expence/* She 
then again renewed hci* proposal, with 
to much kindness, that after some discus* 
sion, Mfis St. Orr agreed to accept her 
invitation for the ensuing night; and it 
was a settled compact, to take Marianne 
to the succeeding ball at a month's, 
distance 

\ 
Marianne /had been so Uttle used to Be 
the prominent figure in the piece, that 
she wfts as much ashamed of the con- 
spicuous part she played, as the superci- 
lious taciturnity of Zeluca denoted she was 
angry at it Anger was indeed too mild 
a term for the disturbance Zeluca ex- 
perienced at the cause of Lady Naglefort'a 
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y\^it,. and she was so thoroughly pained 
at the consequence resulting from it^ that 
as soon as Marianne's acceptauce of her 
liadysjiip's protection to the ball was 
certain^ she rose and took leave, saying;, 
she observed from the window, that her 
servant was come back; but she passed 
the room to ride home xxdtkout him; and 
by fabricating his return, gave Marianne 
to fear she was utterly offended. And 
when M^irianne recollected how unsuc- 
cessful her aunt EUinor had been in 
endeavouring to draw her into conversa- 
tion, she despaired of finding any means 
of explaining what she knew Zeluca 
would feel to be neglect in Lady Nagle- 
fort. 

Lady Naglefort took Zeluca's depar- 
ture as a signal for her own, but she still 
»tood chatting. '^ In ray opinion Mrs. 
Bessaly,"' said she, '' Mrs, Delvayne has 
every reason to be happy at your family's 
jesidence ia h«r neighbourhood.. Miss 
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tUBlvajne I am ' sui'e Want^ a female 
conipanioD^ for^ as she is iii generttl 
very cdiversible^ I am instructed through 
her^ in the dpinido^ as far as regards 
beauty and aC^emplishments^ of Sir 
Xjuke D(^revilie, of ColoneL Chartford^. 
of Captain Trollope, of Captain Cassen- 
berd — in short, I should judge nearly 
the whole garrison ;. but I never beard 
her quote a young lady's — no, nor any 
lady's sentiments in my life. I trust you- 
will modify, not catch, the spirit of hier 
conversation."^ 

'' Zeluca, I thinK^ has that habit,'" said 
Jane St. Orr; but she said it with a 
kindness; that was a lesson to her niece 
never to indulge in the plausible treachery^ 
t>f condemning an imputable failing from 
pique, on a ground foreign to the assigned 
fault. She had seen Zeluca's offended 
-insdlence, and further into the source of 
it that Alarianne had, but she disdained to 
Join in a condemnation which she thoiighl 
1 2 
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did not j.uastljr a^ttach. ^' i^li{ca.,l^ tfaul 
habit// she resumed, '' and Ma;iaQiie>ia$ 
a friend, must take an opppjrtuiiU; to 
wara her of, it; she m^yi^osp withoat 
wcHinding her, for there is ;d€^ a single 
bad quality at the root of it. The worsit 
that ca^ be said is,, that she is a feraale> 
and, unwarned, \vill spontaneously own 
the predominating solicitude about the 
opinions of the other sex, she must feeL" 

/'Truej true,," answered Lady. Nagle- 
fort, '^ very true, in a degree; and perhaps 
ihe habit was derived from her governess. 
To so premature a woman as Miss Del- 
vay^e naturally is, I only wonder how 
Mr?. Delvayne could cariy indulgence to 
the pitch of keeping such an instructress^ 
for, I suppose, it was because she was a 
feyourite with the child ?" 

^yea Marianne had npt heard any par^ 
ticulars of the departure of Miss Marlowe>. 
and uone of the family knew of any attrir 
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IwtQnjbelon^iQg : t<>' ber^ but herl skill in 
inu^; they. qoil3et|uently .expressed the 
^urpri^ethey felt.at|ier imp u^d levity. ■ 

. '' I think/' said Lpdy Naglefort, '' f 
sever saw a woman exhibit more sufydud 
discomposure than Mrs: Delvayne did the 
first mornfng I becatne acquainted with 
her ; I thoiight weakly at first ; — bjut 
when I fouitd^ by her questions/ she su^ 
pected Miss Marlowe of hating kept bar 
daughter out to be a spectator of a flic- 
iation with one of our military men here 
(with whom she could but just have 
become acquainted) I only woju^ered 
Mrs ' Delvayne should have been sa long 
in discovering that the seeds of coquetry^ 
and love of conquest might be implanted 
in very early life/ and if so, I could teU 
her never eradicated. I consider that I 
have a right to scrutinize into the conduct 
of young ladies ;^ for I have a marriagable 
xiephew, and I persuade myself he derives 
9, bint from my opinion sometimes/' 
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Her ladysbiji d^i^arted in pronouiiGil^ 
the last sentence; and Marianne resN^ved 
forthwith to v^arn Zeluca of h^ senti- 
ments; for she concluded Mr. Wolsey 
was the nephew alluded to^ and she had 
heard Zeluca anticipate his arrival^ with 
the enthusiasm of predestined preferetic^. 
The character Lady Naglefort gave or 
Miss Marlowe^ accounted to the whole 
iumily for Zeluca's love of admiration. 
They had imputed it solelj to Mrs. Del- 
Tayne's flattery, and her evident determina- 
tion to elevate Zeluca by marriage; but 
seeing it a failing, Ui.authorised by her 
mother, Mariann* resolved to give her a 
hint; nor could she possibly sus^pect that 
hy alluding to Miss Marlowe^s conduct, 
she should give Zeltica the pang of feeling 
tiie recoil of that blow basely levelled at 
tiaother. 

Mrs. Bessaly pronounced Lady Nagle- 
fort's panegyric as she drove off, which 
Jlane St. Orr followed up, by addressing 
her neice. 
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^' Let me endeavour Marianne/' said 
the^ '' to. caution you in opportune time, 
not to expect that the countenance of 
Lady Naglefort will open to you bound- 
less sources of enjoyment; the unexpected 
pleasure will be accompanied with cor- 
responding dilemmas and mortifications, 
depend upon it. And let me advise you 
too/' she continued " if frequent op- 
portunities of gaiety and dissipation 
should occur, to embrace them sparingly. 
I will not, if 1 can help it, give a tedious 
lecture^^but take, I beseech you/as much 
as it is in the nature of youth to dp, my 
experience as ' a light to lighten/ if not 
guide you. I am thirty-four, and through 
the aid of more uneasiness than is always 
crowded with that lapse pf years, I have 
learnt to catch a quick vi-is^ot' tft* ^" 
ward impediments ia the roi?* \si life/* 

'' My dear ,fane/' said M?^^ Bessal^y, 
you are not thirty-four/' 
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"No!'' said Jane,— ;' Oh, not till the 
middle of next month ! — Pshaw ! Mari- 
anne/* she pursued, '' take it for granted,, 
ihat your cousin will be j^our rival as 
well as jour friend. By calling her your 
friend, without a sneer, I mean that she 
really likes you, for your qualities fit in 
admirably with those of her self-love. 
Nevertheless, if she has ten lovers, she 
would decoy the eleventh from you, if she 
can, and probably will be able ; for I hopQ 
you will never be qualified to enter the 
lists with an insatiable flirt. If you, caa 
escape being duped, do; but,, beware oT 
once entering on competition ; you know 
not by what gradual steps it leads to the' 
sacrifice of faith, and dignity, and truth. 
But it is not of Zeluca 1 would chiefly^ 
#f,^^yf>vr^y^ woman as she is — with- 
out the cbiiibfJence ofman,she could have 
slight influence on your peace. It is not 
in the nature of real sensibility to pass, 
through life,, untouched by the attach- 
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w^ot of an agreeable, object; but attach- 
ment is as often feigned as real^ aad you^ 
friendless, as well as poor, are the vety 
individual to be trifled with. I know 
that in this age female matronism is aa 
serviceable as paternal vigilance can be 
to daughters; but, my dear, it is in 
woman, who can barter dignity and prin* 
ciple for worldly aggrandisement; and 
as we, none of us, for one reason or other, 
have a talent for kidnappings your own 
discretion, if you will exert it, will do 
you all the service you could desire from 
three women as inconsiderable as yourself. 
Consider then, Marianne, that you are 
thrown upon yourself; and that it be- 
faoves you, fof your own defence, to 
strengthen your judgment by thought and 
observation. I beseech you too to en** 
couragei the humility you possess, for 
the slights portionless beauty experi^ 
ence from both sexes are very trying. 
The attention of men, will, however, be 
more trying, if you are susceptible; fotf 
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all that is gained from such as you^ name- 
ly, heart and happiness^ is clear gain^ 
unattended with any sacrifice, and will be 
sought with the profound solicitude that 
the firmest caution can scarcely withstand. 

" Notwithstanding your intention/* 
said Miss St. Orr, '' I think you seem 
Terging on a iong lecture, Jane. In mj 
opinion, you would do wiser to advise 
Marianne to reveal to us the first tokens 
of regard she elicits, that we may judge, 
by the character of the man, of the result 
You would have thought it romantic iu 
some people to teach a girl to expect such 
profound love/' 

'^ Such profound self-love you mean,'^ 
»aid Jane, '^ it is that I would teach her 
to guard herself against. If she excites 
love, (real love,) that has the peace and 
advantage of the object for its guide, it 
will require none of our deep penetration, 
to save her from delusion." 
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'' V^i, after all/' said Mrs. B^ssaly^ 
^' there are so mj^ny disinterested men who 
marry for love, that I do not see any 
reason why Marianne may not expect to 
gain the heart of a worthy man as likely 
as another ; and a man of honour would 
as little delude a helpless woman, as one 
surrounded by friends and riches." 

" O what cant !" cried Jane, ^' purely 
is the style of episcops^l authorship. ^ Fe- 
males, particularly the orphan and the 
widow, always meet4)roteCtioB/ and the 
' laws of England defend the poor and the 
destitute equally with the rich!* Yes, 
when the poor have a rich or powerful 
friend. But never yet, on the strength of 
a good cause, did an individual make hi» 
way; — an insignificant Being would be 
humbled, to the lowest' sense of humilia" 
tion, by the irony that would descant on 
the self-importance of- bringing a. puny 
. cause before the co^izanpe of the power- 
ful. It is true the widow and the orphaa 
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often find redress and pr4>tection ; but it 
is the managing dame^ and the enticing 
Miss who have cunning and meanness 
to purchase benefits with flattery and 
servility. And pray, Emma/' continued 
Jane> '* what do you think is the fouBda- 
tion of love matches in your disinterested 
men? Have you seen men win the hearts 
of girls completely, and then plead parents 
disapprobation, fortune, profession, or 
othef admissible causes for secession, 
which, three months after, are all sunk in 
a marriage with another, to whom the 
same objections apply ? — And do you call 
such, love-matches? — I call them matches 
brought about by ^ood management in 
the individuals and their parents ; such 
matches as I hope Marianne will never 
have the skiU to effect ; but such are the 
men I^w^uld caution her against. There 
are no Lovelace^s now; seduction, and 
drugs, and compulsion are all out of 
date; but she may find quite as much 
misei^j from a man, sensitive enough to b#^ 
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eai^ble of asttaebmosit but mfM tooogb 
to keep the heart of the woiafia be loiws 
in Bu^ens^r To a gio^elit]^iBeiog> the 
ganger of desertion^ under, dueh ctreiim- 
^taoces^ nmy be ^all;, befawse kfve mmf 
be kept alive by flattery; mid then there 
is IK) occasiott to fumble out an Iktm^r- 
4ibU rea«ort for seeessiou^ hiit the offended 
feelmgs ^ ^ delicate, woman on luch 
eonditcl M^iil be evident^ ani very offem>- 
^eme to the self-to^e of him who w^fftmk; 
mod tbefij .depend upon it^ he ^iU either 
boldly secede, or be dismissed, by^iving 
her to understand that he is only retained 
£rom a poiW of hoHo«*i'. ^ ./ 

"Well/* said Miss St^Orr,; ''i4biiik 
Marianne is now guarded^> 



t.*^ No; o©^ mfiart»" jntbrf upted Jane, 
'^ and as I nerer mi^n td tebew the leetwre^ 
I wilt not omit my most important warn- 
ing. Your gf estest danger^ my d£ar> is 
. igi yimraelf ! There is an oppfftbritim at- 
K 2 
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'ita<ilied to the^term, eld maid, from which 
we must recoil ; but let it not produce 
inyouihsA determination to be nmrried^ 
that brings upon so many girls constant 
degradation and disappointment. Such 
girh seize hold of cursory tokens of 
regard, which they almost destroy their 
neryes and health by endeavouring to 
work up into a passion, and when they farl, 
have the credit of being ill used, on 
which credit they go to work again with 
a new object, and so on ^ for ever and 



" Oh ! I hope, I trust,'' cried Marianne, 
'^ I shall ever feel as I do now on these 
points, and then I am sure I^never ^hall 
disgrace myself." 

*^No, that i am ^re you never 'will, 
my love,'* said Mrs. Bcssaly. . I 

/' Her trying time is not hoWfevei;- ar- 
rived;^' x>bserY®d Jane ; ^'^ and tr^ist me^ 
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IliiiHaiHife^ ivhai 3ndttth and beatify \i x- 
ceding^ you will not be free from ifie 
pertiurbation of watcfauig.for a sparky tkat 
may be kindled into a fiame^ if you do not 
|Nrerfaii»iy ^iv^fyycwnelf t^^MkiretiiMt 
'kisulb tkat wouiidf deeper llvpMnijofieev^ 
But, if you can {leaceffuUy brak fbrwaHl 
to bMig ''thm^ bteiiai* iier0altor> for 
^Mr^ti^gid pilgrimage' herey'<HK^ ^nljr 
iwiN 3i^u view the Utt^Jtiat' oMttifleF hap^ 
(py^m^i^Mii^Ai^-^ f«d wit^ut repiftio^ 
Ibtft yo^ cbarsMetcf will ttitaiii' a dig«% 
and itdiiplacetiicy ^^t is ttieomp^tfl^ 
wK& a feeling of real degra^rtionc^ 

'^ I dJd iHftisure y»^>j[«fie, ^bMnrer'^a 
itttty tbinJe/* observed Misi SWi.iQiii, " yoft 
^bibit such calcuktiotr m4 tWought on 
ibis aubjectj that m^»y people n^'^uM be 
«pt to judge y^u* bad u^d^rg^^ seVorte 
cJon4tcts wMl y(mr*ilf.'* ' 

*' Attd tbey would judge tery right/' 
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Mid fl^m»A 1 ^m, of a teniper JU) f^ tbfc^ 

* Fate never wounds so deep'the generous heart, 
As iHien a blockhead's insolt pointsth^ diitt.'* 

: . . . :i ... .. A •; : •. i. : 

Consequently^, I was a Ifuig wbtte iip 
t^ringing myself to' atarje redu^ule^inr tibe 
fiice, . cooleot that I had not in r youth 
fhelt^ed froici conttmpt behind- a husband 
I dispiacd.. >But having done ao/' •be.pur- 
auedi ,7and bfot^ht myself to.owjl, ./I 
look ^of w^rd for ^reparati^n ^ what ^0 
many.itt> my pr^cament will not confess 
ib^ think it real evil, I am of aU people 
best ealqvrigted to advise^ for I exhibit 
the good effects of j^iy doctrine in the 
irc^ci^kflUfy of.iq^yiidact. And though 
some penlp.I^^ m^y confound censorious- 
ness with free speakings' and envy with 
•misanUiropyi if you please^ no qualities 
can be more distinct ; and I am wholly 
free from those characteristics of an old 
maid. My asperity is an original failing 
of ^ature^ aod i think rather subdu^ by 
the acquiesence 14, my destiny to which 
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I bavebroagfit rhy'feefhj'gs. But, to sum 
up> Miiria«ne,-r-*it seems to me that provi- 
dence intends^ a large part of our sex 
skouid remain siogle; and I think it 
would be wise in you to prepare your- 
self to be one of the number. This 
adTifce and opinion I know \^6u]d be a 
stimulus to many girls ; but I think yotif 
delicacy will take the hint, to avoid that 
aerambting, m^artoeuvring policy, that is 
now so prevalent with young people and 
their friends/' 

'' Indeed I willi'' answered Marianne, 



" My dear girl," said Mrs. Bessaly, 
^* almost all young people protest against 
marriage, but they always change their 
minds." 

'^ I will answer for it," cried Jane, 
energetically, " that she was not going to 
protest against marriage ; instinct tells a 
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KDsible girl, tbat eHi^ hoiy ^seevitrt 
tEose protestations are made to foe vio^ 
lated. No! that is a lure that should be 
altogether' relinquished to the puerfle 
and abject." 

^' Marianne is, ho\re?er, so imnA Pth 

{lerior to many girU wh o ■ ^ 

'' Lord ! yes, my dear sister/' interrttfrt;^ 
Jane, '^ we all know that. I assure you 
I am not arrived as the humility of ad- 
milling that celibacy is the penance in- 
fiict<^d en inferiority ; for, i well know, 
that a determination to be married cah 
be effectually carried through in despight 
of every odious drawback, both personal 
and mental. But Marianne has not, I 
think, a constitiUional impulse of th* 
kind, and, therefore, I wish to apprize 
her, that there are so many who have ; that, 
friendless as she is, she must probubly 
see the spoutaiieous pjeferciice of the man 
she perhaps loves drawn froui her, unless 
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she will addpt the conduct she despises. - 
If she does not/ and is nevertheless for- 
tunate enough to be sought, she may de- 
pend upon it, it will be by a man, who can 
withstand flattery and detect art — one who 
can read the heart and the mind, and 
deserves to create the sweetest of all plea- 
sures — the pleasure of pleasing him; it is 
virtuous and praise-worthy to please." 

'^^ Never will I lose sight of your coun- 
cils V excJaimed Marianne, energetically. 

" Prudfence is easy now,"^ observed Miss 
St. Orr^ '♦ but your ^ffety will be in con- 
sulting us as soon as yOU feel a prefer- 
ence. . 

'' Believe it nod/' siud Jane, " it is 
yourielf;, not we, who can save you from 
a r^pcat^^d attachment. A young and de- 
licate girl xould never bolt out her first 
belief of 'a man's regfiiod, grounded, most 
lifcclv;- anicoiocidences^ not reducible to 
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iUustrtftiott ; and if her own weariness 
does not guard her against returning it^ 
the whole world could not-expel frotn ber 
lieart what she admitted into it/' 

'' You suraly do not tell roe/* said 
Eninofj angrily, *^ that if s:he states her 
iopes and wishes, experience may n<5t 
direct hdr judgment? i mean your*i-^ 
no other is competent^ 1 know/' 

'' The danger is, she will haw hopea 
and expectations before she is enough 
aware of, io be able to state them/" an- 
sw^ed Jane, ^^and, 1 assure you, I pretend 
so little tothepowor of reclaiminga girl's 
heart for her, that instead of advising her 
to submit her solicitudes to discussion, 
I reeomoiend her to f3xert a vigilance that 
will be a thousand times more profitable 
than my interference. But if she should 
find herself bewildered by dubious cir- 
cumstances, which she can bring her 
pride and delicacy to submit to« repdar 
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&eerhatU, I beg ber to recollect, she has 
K friend so desirous of mental occupation/ 
that she will gWe her tlie gratification of 
encouraging /iop68, when she ought to re- 
press them, from pure delight in being 
employed/' 

^^ If jou think thus of me^'* said Miss 
St. Orr, " and teach Marianne thus " 

Jane interrupted her. "If we come to 
what / tbin/f otyoUi that leads to recrimi- 
nation. For what I teach Marianne, I 
leave her own sense to apply it^ without 
a wish to impel her to any conduct that 
bas not the sanction of her own jtidg- 
menV And so saying, she quitted the 
rpora in the midst of a conciliatory com- 
meaft of Mfs. Bessaly's. 
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CHAP. IV. 

<< T^e oyecfs zchich most excite variety and ent^^ 
during the season of Yoidhj are those tehich «iV 
presented in a BdUroom. This is the place fof 
displaying the aitradions mos$ 6alcul(ded to taU 
forth the Triumph and Animosities of personal 
contpetition. This Triumph and these Animosities 
betray themselves occasionally to the least dis* 
terning eye. But were the recesses of the Heart 
laid open^ how often tcould be seen feetingg of 
disgust and awrsion^ not always 'stopping A^trl 
of malevolence,^^ — Gtsa^rufE, -- . 

" Cest unefemme^ qui sail tirer parti de ioulj 
ne s'emharrasse de rien eljoiut^ a la presence d*es^ 
prit, la plus imperturbable in^nime?it , d^usage,^^ 

Baron de Grin, 

'^Affected frankness is a hidden poignard,^^ 



JlIaD the recesses of Zeluca's heart 
been made known to a virtuous and 
sincere friend, the upright reasoning of 
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ttM^^ 9b«>bef«elf: firjlBftiated faer. aideiit m^ 
pbii^ a£kct ha^ioto^ Vy feelifi§ ^tte 
e%(^mrat of atu^er ati inraad im bur 
cHitii^ iuai bf tfast nwms lia?e saved^ liaf 
^pertufbetM a^resltessmgs Hmt am 
ejiwp the conomaiitMito of a ptiB^oit after 
p^sittra^ in wbick tntnikqih k felt to to 
avMeessary ingredient Sbe ia%bt tMk 
have dflriwed aii impuke to wmtaAHf iOr 
ibai pTe^B,i\itig wmtim witb^be.selfiniiy 
tbat ' bonesty hr* the bent {M^icy/ if^ 611 
l^rau^ Lad^ Na^tetoi's senttmefita 
fmmMaMimiknc, die eouM havesem thiifc 
the e^il of a i^aadbr oa M^ Marlo^'O^ 
bad juadjf revierted it^m the calunmiali^ 
on* tbe ealijoiiimtor But her mind waa 
so wacpind^ as to sabstittite batr^ 1^ 
r^robatiofi of tbcKie tvbo defeated h^r 
plaqs^ or ^isooforedber&ilings^ for amende 
meDt and convietdon ; and Mrs. Iliil* 
vajne could not but go bandin band wfth 
tbe sopbtstry of thai; spirit of cbieanery^ 
ihe had bersfielf raised. But sba^toiied 
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to see the idaubordination of temper tfciii 

was 80 adverse to Zeluea's succe»» nmi 

popularity. Already ^e ^ stood m M 

much awe of it^ that far from a reproof 

she scarcely dared mingle a hint with the 

toothings her own self-command never 

lost ability to liestow on any occnrrenee^ 

however inimical to her wishes^ and har 

plans. She listened to Zeluca's relaliofl 

of Sir Peregrine's ridiculous soticitudb 

about his old friend's family ; and Lady 

Naglefort's indden passion for Marianne^ 

with a conviction that Zeluca's dkgust 

and malice must Imve been in a di^ree 

•bvieus ; and^ with infinite pains^ she en- 

- deavoured to sooth the vexation that was, 

if not so prominent, as deep in her own 

heart as Zeluca's. But though the vexa-^ 

tion was admitted by both, the Teal cause 

of it never escaped the lips of mther, so 

true is it, that disgraceful policy i$ ah 

ways, as much OS. possible veiled, even in 

%e discussions of confidential sympathy ! 

'^ 2^1uca declared she did not care a 
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jftk^vr for the f^oode^ensions Lady Nagl#- 
.fart: might. pUyoS to Mariaane; it was 
.t^.tMoleti^eii^, doubting her yeracitjr 
-for which ahc ^oubl be xcTeiiged^ bjr 

And ^^iicti. Mrs. DeirAjme found Zc- 
loca's gsilli.had/^uiBckoUy eyaporated to 
Ii«tep^ta alemperaiteitiilcfiiettt; ^Ae repce- 
•«Rt#d)tiiiA> i^r the sAe^^dihe poor thing 
rberBallf^alie^.'i^^Haiber introduction into 
society^ lOjiswMable n^ith the ideas that 
'0Ught*io h^Mti resiilted from their pemi- 
itiom sfylQ of :Hviiig« Yet she said as 
MimaiNiiii^as a relation, it would be verjr 
j^ p-i^hitn to fij^ean ti). Jceep iter back, 
m to advice it, :a>thjn^ indeiedhshe could 
haye no wish for, but thajt it was impos* 
sible 00^ to feel aukward at having a 
.Missjx^m hifidred who had no mora 
pjete»^n to education than a charity 
girl ; and at an ^a too when education 
.was an indispensable passport to society. 
Bui she finally subdued the repugnance 
of herself and daughter, to having one 
L 2 
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suddenljr raiiad into com^eiiiiaD^ ^4m 
Zeliica had made up bm mind io o#b- 
flider conveoientlj subordinate, tbrou^ 
that very tooni of eiucatiou skat pr^ 
fessed to feel. a griavfnce. fihe ^m^tUA 
vary 8igoifieaii%^ that notwithstanding 
her beai^y^ Marii^De would be unable 
-to make tltei kiMltof nuitcMi sh« supposed 
the family 'expeeted. In the ^citfeM ago;, 
she observed, men invariably toobed^lor 
personal and mental uunkuments in4lie 
Wionian Ihey chose to do credit to tll«k 
taste} and she 8a(t4 Marianne w4uU 
#iid that, after a first traa^iwt admi- 
lation of a good fkoe and ttg^r^ ^he 
wouhi but be CQQsidered a foil to the 
eapabiUty that had something better 
than mere tame beauty to buiM upon 
for the approbation of the other sexi 
Zeluca felt the full for^e of her infi^fri^ 
anteriority, and as she found an inteih 
oourse with IVf arianne was conducive tb 
pkaaare, while the fear of beiwgsu^pass^ 
«id <ui4witted was th^ predotfinattngfeel- 
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wg^ on anyfttiempted intimacy with any 
eiker, she b^^n to think a companion in 
Igaietjr wto^roin disposition^ incompetence, 
andigratitaide^ would be content to concede 
.to her, would give jest to her pleasure^ 
jori g^in her the praise of a generous 
mttachment And- as she thought it was 
Bot in Marianne's skilly if it was in her 
drilire^ to supersed her^ she proposed to 
«riL her to meet Liady Naglefort directly^ 
^hat they might confer the obligation of 
^^firsi introducing her ; and Mrs. Delvayne, 
feeling all the advantage of conferring 
a^afvotir unincuiiibrred by a sacrifice^ di- 
rectly agreed^ and with such judicious 
prais^ of Zeluca's a{)titude and discera- 
me&t^ that she completely restored her 
'S&lf-satisfactioB^ and again centered her so- 
licitude in the petticoat which Zeluca 
.wafted impatiently for^ lest there should' 
beany deviation from orders. But it was 
right, and wb^ completed, and on Mrs. 
Delvayne, admitted it could only be ob- 
jected to by the primitive as the gold . 

X 3 
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ftkige of tfaa white taMrin boofc was niTki- 
U^ ualeat she w»a io mo^ioa or sjttukjp 
And as wkfa thck HtMBing Tisitefs^ %fl4||| 
nak anil fe»al6> Mns* Del?ajiie crti3i€d 
a fmettaiUng mterest in ker dajag^tei^ 
by a repetition of a world of aaeodotes^ 
fioinplimeiite^ and ba^inage^ tiiat prafod 
every body> butttl^se she was iBstriietki§, 
already con»dered the first notorkty due 
to the captivating^ rather than the ritk 
heiress. Zeluca got tokrably well aver 
the tedfous^time to La^ Naglefiorl's dhmer. 
hour on the day of the ball. 

General and Mrs. Serle^ and Misa 
Emcoits^ Sir John Dawltsfa^ Mrs. Dawt- 
lish, and Miss St. Orr> with Mr. Erdes- 
*one> and Mr, Wolsey, who were stay- 
ing at Sir Per^rine% constituted the 
party ; aod were all assembled when Mrs. 
Belvayne and Zeluca arrived^ Zeluca 
threw round her fine eyes with the ani- 
mated intelligence^ three desirable beaux 
could not fail to excite, and. eau^t 
glances that assured^ her she was justified 
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Id lit* Bomc^ eBtimtte of HAi^ EQic^t9. 

Bttt the real iuMer of spiriti^ and a hint 

ih^ Mm^ foceived^ fimn ber motber^ pro- 

dHMd a- silmce tifaiw«» not imtural to 

her. Hr*. i)toWmjii0 bad eauttoned her 

«gaiiiii 9a|ri«gi any tbing sarcastic or 

8eTere> ualafs^it wa»90 wdil wnpped up^ 

M* not to be fiitlioiiicd; addcd^ to i¥bich^ 

Aihica was anxiouS' to ascertatn Miss 

'Bmceitte attractions^ latest as well as ob- 

TPMSi Sl;^ bad oonsequontly the appear- 

Mice qS reaewe ; b«it it made ber more 

iaterestiag^ as^ it waS' highly cbaracteiv 

iaiic: ofitbe Atf^rent buinility her mother 

at judicious opeiung» imputed to her. 

Mr». SM?a^ne fell immediately into 
cmvcfsation with Mx. Erdestone. Miss 
EiBCotts addressed heiself to Zeluca^ and 
to ber surprize^ \n foreign English, 

But, apt as ZeLuca was, she soon 
watched, under cover of a smile of care- 
le6», or at most, of satirical playfulness, 
wbatber the gmitlemen were caught by 
arWallaoled peculiarity, that implied aa 
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estrangeorieiit from tiie mother touniif^ 
so likely to chime in with the ta«te pf the 
day. And seeing that others w^e al kiAit 
sirucky as well as herself^ she deite^nrined 
if she ascertaiqed* it, he agreeably to as- 
sume the gallicism^ on the pretence of 
having caught it from a governess. 

Miss Eoicotts had ceitainly no occasion 
to play off the attraction^ if she would 
have been content to interest by hm poi< 
sessions/ for the fortune that wvy and tope 
increased to jg 10^000 per anh. made bar 
an object of solicitirfe to both sexes. . Her 
latter years had been passed in Englatid 
in strict attendance on a gouty father, who 
was too selfish and exacting to have given 
her hopeof enjoying his wealth, ifsl^had 
remitted any effoKs for his amusement. 
Consequently, as he liked solitude, and con- 
sulted only himself, her time, and the 
accomplishments she had radicated^ in 
tea veiling three years on the continent with 
him, on his return from India, were devo- 
ted to his solitary eutertainmeat, and she 
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fftit bis deatli^ not only a passport to fame 
and splendor^ but a release from drudgery. 
With a-parent too churlish and fastidious, 
to faave^flat^ed her, she had early under- 
-stood that a'' plain face, and lean ungain 
jperson, would have little attraction for 
tlie other set. But she had also learnt to 
consider, Ibat to ^Hract frora^ some source 
^mM indtspensable ; and i« aid of an exten- 
Hii^e bnoMrledge of the dead and li^in^ 
ku^ages, «nd the imposing capabilify 
^pived from intercourse with the cogno- 
centi abroad, she added- a lowHness of 
deportment, and adapfeticto of her conver* 
sation, tO'the capacity of the most weak 
and frivole^. But she erroneously rcc- 
koned among the frivolous, all who were 
notlearned^ unconscious that penetration 
suid conscious capacity would see and 
resent her condescension, ars weak and 
insolent, and repay her by qualifying the 
empty and Tain to recognize, ' the 
pride tlmt apes humility' in her mistaken 
SMNii of securing popuferity. 
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At dtoner she was placed next to Mr. 
Erdestone^ Zeluca sat opposite to him, and 
knowing she should have b^ lyother's 
assistance^ as well as wishes, to S($€4ire }iiin 
for the evening, she 4vd 1^^ ^^^^^^^^ 
to elicit a request for her hand from Mr. 
Wolsey, who sat next her, and to ^ h«an 
«be would most willingly hafe engagped 
.herself the second, sett, if she pould b^i&e 
clearljr understood those glapces of IVili^ 
Erdestone, that more than once or twide 
she perceived her mother's conversation 
directed to her. But she wiselj^ judged 
thej were not definite, and when, on quit- 
ting the dinner*table, Mr. .\yqj8ey. with 
meaning looks of approbati^, whispered 
a reqaest to appropriate her the first two 
dances, she gave assent with feelings of 
unbounded approbation of the man sub- 
dued into regret at accepting his offer 
to leave the Honourable Mr. Erdestone, 
only son and only child of Lord de Worde, 
for Miss Emcotts. Mr. Wolsey, in hk 
obvious admiration, aod in himself^ 
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s# inviting an object to build hope upon^ 
tbat ambition^ less indefatigable than 
that of Mrs. Delvajneand her daughter, 
would have been content to relinquish all 
the perturbation consequent on efforts to 
create approbation where it did not exist, . 
for the gratification of encreasing his. 
But Zeluca still h(^d she should attract 
Brdestone, (though she knew not how or 
which way,) when her mother, on entering 
the drawing-room, whispered that he was 
disengaged. And disengaged he entered 
the ball-room ! Mrs. Delvayne had more 
than shared his attention with Miss Em- 
cotts, between whom and herself he sat 
at dinner, and by including plausible 
puffing in her skilful quizzing, had pro- 
duced a degree of notice for Zeluca she 
would not have excited unassisted^ 
and a degree of repugnance at being 
marked as selecting the heiress from 
the recommendation of her wealth.. 
Still, however, he would not have been 
.ietered from that act of politeness 1^ 
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deemed most acceptible to lus bort 
hostess^ had not Mrs. Delvayne be^i ft* 
troman to carry her point* When the 
party was arranged to proceed tathe a«* 
sembly-room^ Erdestone fauud bim^self is 
the same carriage wiih her; by her be. 
found himself engrossed durii^ the drive ; 
and it was her hand he found he mu^- 
extend his to receive as ,tbey entered the 
room. And when they both found, them^ 
selves surrounded by that bustle so fa*- 
Yourable to the vigilant^ as well 9m 
animating to the gay, still Mrs. Delvayne, 
veiling hef satire propense under as much 
wit as she could command, and asmueb 
pleasantry as she could feign, kept him in 
chat, with the air of intending to render 
herself so agreeable, that he forgot to think 
whether Miss Emcotts would be apfpro- 
priated in the new idea that Mrs. Delvayne 
(though ten years his seaiori and iatri>du^ 
cing her daughter,) intended to appro*- 
priate him. He looked at her — beheW 
fashion and manner to justify 9wh % 
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fitetei^ioo*— Jielittty of the finest cast and 
under forty-five^ to sanction good taste^ 
afid above all/ permission to.he as devoted 
as the admiration of the moment diptated^ 
without that fear of being entrapped best 
evaded with the youthful, by giving no 
possible opportunity for the charge of 
entrapping — and he made the request he 
believed it was her aim to elicit. 

" I dance!'' exclaimed Mrs. Delvayne, 
"You have but one way, Mr. Erdestone^ 
of repairing your supposition that i still 
retain any vanity but in my daughter. 
I shall feel your request a triumph^ if you 
will let me bestow.it on her. Zeluca, 
Mr. Erdestone will give you and nie the 
gratification of honouring your debut 
with the two first dances.'^ 

" I am engaged^ mamma/' retorned 
Zcluca, in. a voice tremulous between 
joy and fear — fear she must reject Mrdes- 
tone, or ofiend Wolsey. 

" Engaged !" said Mrs. D^lvayne, '^not, 
I hope, without my permission ?*rrYa» 

VOL I. M 
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remember^ aiy dear— ~-^biit you eaiioot4b« 
cngi^ed without my pei'mbsion/' repeated 
Mrs. Delvayne^ wkh the air of a ^eigiw 
mother; '^ say so to. this wouid-be-part- 
&er^ aod take your place with Mr. Erdes- 
tone. These garrison towns/' continued 
Mrs. Delvayne to Mr. Erdestone^ ^' beauty 
^r fortune— in fact^ one<^annot be vigilant 
enough !" 

Mr. Erdestone could only look his 
MiBtoi, for Zeluca returned to her mother^ 
and be led her to the daaoe; while Mrs. 
Delvayne turning her side-long glances 
(that had stolen a view of all that passed^) 
fuU upon Woisey, exclaimed^ " Mr. 
Wolsey^ it was not to you iny daughter 
^as engaged r 

'^ No^ ma'am^ Miss DeWayne had only 
j|he trouble of setting me right on a mis- 
^sonceived honour;" — and without giving 
tieed to the tokens of overflowing contri* 
tion he well understood^ he asked Miss 
St. Orr, to stand up wkh him at the mo- 
m%sA Sir John Dawlisb received a hint 
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from Ludj Naglefort to take out Min 
Eincotts. 

Miss Emcotts suppressed her cbagriu at 
the modesty which produced in each geur 
tletnaa a tardiness ia seizing the highest 
honour, and answered Sir John's in?itar 
tion with alow curtsey, and ^^ Here ar^ 
ladies more than gentletneny you may give 
great pleasure to oiany ; — ine^ I derive but 
little from a danceat home — in England ! 
— say, wiilyou malie ot^r preference?" 

Sir John replied it w^s impossible l|e 
should giye into^ 8U<;h a suggestion, and 
Mrs. Oehrayne rejecting Lady Nagleforts 
proposal of cards, followed the.last of her 
party to the top of the room. 

But ^e did not see Zeluca lead of. 
The Dowager Lady Whitelock had lived 
constantly in Derebor^igb since the death 
of her husbsiid^ which bad taken place 
twenty-five years bad^ ; and twenty-four 
years Lady Bridget, and Lady Kitty 
Whitelock had been indebted to their 
rank for steppii^ above the youth and 
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beauty that would have created more ge- 
neral satisfaction in shewing off. Great as 
was the difference, Mrs. Delvajne hoped 
one day to see a title procure Zeluca — 
she was not a little Vexed, that the only 
rank in the room should be able to super- 
sede her, after «he had superseded the 
astatic heiress. And when Captain Cas- 
senberd congratulated heron exhibiting the 
leading star of the night, she answered ; 
" No ! our ancient belles lead off. Lady 
Bridget and Lady Kitty do not take i^ear 
rank to night. Who are the boys, I 
wonder, that 'your ladyship' has capti- 
vated. As for Mr. Erdestone I tremble 
for him in a country ball-room; already 
Honourable and Lord de Worde — on the 
verge of eighty — and almost the oldest 
and richest baron in the peerage; — there is 
not a girl who is not slipping on to his 
coronet, in her seven league boots! And 
they will all revenge themselves on my 
careless novice, who was just as willing 
to take apy thing, provided it waa a tkin^ 
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that could dance as him. But tout de ban/' 
pursued Mrs. Delvajoe^ ''tell me — is edu- 
cation education i^irithout a foreign 
accent f* 

'' The education of the angel you pro- 
sent to us must be faultless^ for you gare 
it to her." 

" Angel !'* said Mrs Delvayne^ " that 
is the compliment of a very red coat^ and 
you, a true blue!" 

'' True to ray assertions/' returned 
Cassenberd, '' that she is very goddess of 
Yery goddess^ one substance v^ith the 
mother; not made for mortal man's 
praise/' / 

" Now, oh my conscience!" replied 
Mrs. Delvayne, " you are profane as 
Mrs. Heilderberg says; and, with sWyot^ 
admitted taste, will not persuade the 
world she is a beauty ; £or you caoQot 
make her six feet high !"^ 

'' But, I can proclaim her height the 
right stature, in a tone as high as some, 
awkwaird inches would make her." 
M H 
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Oil ! she is comme il fmU wb adnaif, 
^you decide her so. With your fiat no 
girl requires other suffrages then those 
of your regiment?" Captain Cassenberd 
bowed td her, and also to Miss Rosenay^ 
who passed them. 

^' Flora Rosenay/' pursued Mrs. Del- 
vaytie, ^^ she is pretty." 
' ^'Very/V . 

'' But she dresses too thin." 
" Thut does not hide her beauty/' 
^^ No; but it shews her defects— knock 
kQeQ$ — she would not wear that dress 
A eru^ if she was not — in kneed — of a 
friend. Come play the amiable and gi^ 
her a hint." 

'* Or she will be proclaimed a kneedy 
beauty, with £10,000/' said Captain 
\ Cassenberd, rising to embrace his first 
opportunity of speaking to Zeluca. Ad- 
miral Kell took his place, and the dislike 
' of his rival profession was signified by an 
enquiry, whether Mrs. Ilelvaync had 
dismissed Captain Cassenberd in compas- 
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sion to ber own weariness^ ^' of ,*^ said the 
i&dmiraL gallantly — '' my impatience ?" 

" To my own weariness admiral/' 
said Mrs. Delvayne, "rendered insup- 
portable by the hQpe your eye was fixed 
on his seat. Not that the man had chosen^ 
to me, his most wearisome todic, in dwell- 
ing on every body's praises of Zeluca. 
But you are the more obliged to me, that 
I put a bon mot into his mouth, and dis- 
missed him to establish his fame as a mV 

The admiral was prevented a reply, 
for the first dance was over, and Zeluca 
ran to whisper her mother reproach- 
fully, that she was sure, by his manner, 
Wolsey was offended ; and, that besides, 
he was dancing with^'Miss St. Orr. 

Mrs Delvayne had placed herself in 
ft predicament to feel that Zeluca's de- 
feated pleasure was chargeable on her 
intriguing powers, ami in a voice of en- 
treaty and contrition, she besought her 
to. smooth her brow, to receive Mr. Val- 
crest^ whom Captaia Cassenberd was. 
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bringing up/ in feat* she should be pre- 
engaged. And stitl dreading Zelucm^ 
honourable partner would diitinguish the 
disturbance Mr. Valcrest's gallantry bad 
not wholly dissipated^ she whispered that 
Valcrest was as desireable as Woteey. 

Bat when she receifed the petulant 
reply, that he was, however, not Wolsey, 
and that it was Miss Orr too, that was 
dancing with Wolsey, she understood 
that (whether from preference or pride) it 
was Zelu€a*s dread he would be allured 
to Cowerby ; and Marianne ingratiated 
in his favour, before the effect of the af- 
front he had received from them was done 
away; and she promised she would at 
all events reconcile him entirely. 

The promise sent ^luca back to the 
dance, with feehngs better adapted to 
succeed in attempting the heart as well 
as tempting the eye. Mr. Erdestone 
was not disposed to withdraw from the 
hebe face of the little iSgurants that had 
been forced upon him. Her gay and 
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sparkling chit-chat^ produced a descrip^ 
tion of interest in a mind so proiie to^ and 
conscious of real apathy, as to seize gladly 
any impulse thJtt could enable him to 
discard the appearance of it. But though 
Mrs. Delvayne saw Zuiuca's success, she 
was not deterred from keeping her pro- 
mise by her hopes, nor by the determined 
steadiness with which Wolsey looked past; 
and oyer, and on each side* of her rcr 
peated attempt to motion him to her. She 
conceive^ that if she had been oiit of his 
though^ jthere would have been no op- 
portunity for a designed avoidance of the 
concession she trusted he was as anxious 
to receive as she to make ; and with all 
the sanguine anticipation of a mother, she 
imputed his resentment to love, instead 
of the real insultthat had been offered him. 
Accordingly she worked upon Admiral 
Kell to undertake to be a partner to a 
relation of her's, though he had not 
danced for thirty years; and intercept- 
ing Miss St. Orr and Wolsey, in their 
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way to the card-room, at the conclosidn of 
the sett, she introduced the vicux garcon 
to the lady, while she held her fan on th€ 
gentleman's arm, with a look that reedered 
the pressure an insurmouDtaUe iraped^ 
oaeot to his progress. 
Wokey exhibited no disposttton to pkca- 
bStty, fartlier tlmn in permitting Mrs. Ddl* 
f ayne to promenade him up and down Ae 
room, while she explained the circum*- 
stance, that might toell give offence, for 
•uch she declared it was her intention 
to do, conceiving Zeluca had efigi^ed 
tiersdf to '^ that man" ^he said, pointing 
out a very handsome young officer, — '' that 
Tery handsoftic— comet, 1 beKeve he is !'* 
said she /'and- 1 believe his name is Gil- 
christ ; his person I know full well ; he rides 
ffio constantly round the paddock at Spire, 
that at length I have been forced to get rid 
of natural indolence and turn pedestrian^ 
that Zeluca may not be a lone, or debarred 
that pleasure in the shrubbery, thatt really 
is indispensable to a wild thing I could 
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HOt ke^ in the houge, if I would. Zeluca 
18, you see, a spoiled child/' pursued Mrs. 
Delvayne, *' that is, she fears roe not. If 
I cannot prevail, I am afraid I could not 
attempt to compel, and «he but laughs at 
the representation I make, that this Gil« 
Christ will think it liking when be sees her 
attention drawn towards him*; for she will 
not believe it is impossible he can conceive 
V he is a subject for caricature to a young 
girl of whom there is scarcely one in a 
thousand not devoted to his costume. 

'^ Most indubitably he is, though a 
subject for caricature/' cried Wolsey, for 
the first time sanctioning, by the sound 
of his voice, the hopes his relaxing fea- 
tures authorised, ^ he certainly is a most 
fit subject for caricature in that interesting 
dress the most showy and theatrical in the 
whole world,' as our second Daniel 
touchingly declares it to be.*' 

'' So she thinks,'' returned Mi^. Del- 
Tayne, '' and that made me the morej fear 
•he wouM embrace the opportunity I knew 
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he was laying in wait for, though shepr(>- 
miscd she would not accept any partner 
unknown by me ; I ought to have known 
her better ; but I believed she had for- 
gotten her promise, in eagerness to ascer- 
tain whether the tinsel outside had ap- 
propriate internal accompaniments ;- and, 
taking advantage of her ignorance of ball- 
room etiquette, I made her commit an in- 
solent piece of rudeness to you. I know/' 
pursued Mrs. Delvayne, /* you will justly 
say the offence is immaterial, and the apo- 
logy sufficient atonement, but my pur- 
pose is to bring you to make my peace with 
her. I have obliged her not only to out- 
rage her feelings, but that truth that ia 
rarely dormant in the heart that i^ not in 
servile dread of authority ; and, though 
her mother, I feel myself a cuJprit. 

Wolsey was wholly. and entirely ap- 
peased. He professed himself flattered at 
being empowered to effect reconciliation ; 
and felt himself so at having been the 
source of the disquiet he now perceived 
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he was right in believing Zfilncs, had de« 
rived from obeying her mother. 

Wolsey was joung, ardent^ and unwarj ! 
Of a profession which;, pursued with thq 
least possible eagerness, inevitabljr en- 
joining much serious study; the relaxa- 
tions of society produced a real feeling of 
enjoyment that rendered the assumption 
of fashionable apathy impossible, and 
less necessary to the establishment of his 
consequence, than with the majority of, 
men — for he was heir to his uncle's title 
and fortune. The rank of baronet had been 
conferred on Sir Peregrine Naglefort in 
consideration of professional services ; and 
the patent had been made out, with re- 
mainder to sister*s children, of whom 
Wolsey was the eldest, and only one 
grown up ; and of course he was so de- 
sirable an object to ladies, (mothers and 
daughters,) that the offence he received 
from INIrs. Delvayne wai as new as in- 
tolerable, till the amende honourable was 
made. If he was not absolutely a cox; 

TOL. ^. N 
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eoinli, be was in such a degree of good 
bumour with himsel^^ that a compliaient 
was never lost for want of ready applica- 
tion; and as satire on others was favour- 
able to a display of talents^ he would have 
been sorry to think inferior to an exterior 
the most perfect and engaging ; he adopted 
quizzing as a vehicle for acute and pithy 
remarks. But the habit was so utterly 
unfounded in malice or ill nature^ that he 
often failed in detecting the policy of that 
ridicule^ that aims at favourable com- 
parison^ by bringing the foibles and de- 
fects of another prominently forward. 
lie not only chatted with Mrs. Delvayne, 
while the dancers (collecting) intruded on 
their promenade^ but he took a seat by 
her^ after she had engaged him to her 
daughter for the ensuing sett^ and he kept 
it^ though she pointed out several pretty 
girls awaiting his decision^ in anxious ex- 
pectation; and though she warned him, 
Mr. Erdestone would supersede him with 
th^ Heiress 
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'.■■>• ' ' . 

*' Superseded again by Erdestone !'* said 
Wolsej! '^ Bull sLll not fall into the 
suUens at his present prepotency/' he 
added^ shrugging his shoulders vi^ith a 
look of unaffected repugnance at Miss 
£mcotts. ' % ' 

^^Whatr asked Mrs. oSt^ayne, ^' do 
the nabob^s lacks of rupees weigh so little 
with you?" 

'^ They do not outweigh his daughter*! 
tack of every other good. Besides, I have 
had one partner with a lack of rupees^ I 
conjecture — for, with her beauty, she 
would scarcely have still been Jkiss St, 
Orr, I guess, but for that lack. She 
18 really beautiful,* though certainly un 
]^eu passe." 

'^ She is a relation of mine ; — but retract 
not; — you have for the future my sanciioa 
for your opinion. iThe Dean of Avonport 
is re-married — and a married and two sin- 
gle daughters live apart from him — upon^ 
if I may Hibernianise, little better than 
starvation; and, what is worse, Mrs. Bes- 
n2 • '^ ' ' ' 
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saly has^ I fear^ no better fate to look 
forward to for her daughter^ unless^ sweet 
girl^ she marries well ; and she is so beau- 
tiful, that, though I say it, who should 
not say it, I think no man can see her 
without falling in love. They ar^ very 
distant relations of ours. But Zeluca has 
taken as great a partiality to her hand- 
some cousin, as if she saw with the eyes 
of a man ; and so you will say to-morrow^ 
for I promise you a sight of her." 

'' I was going to give Miss Delvayne 
credit for loving her handsome cousin," 
^ said Wolsey, turning looks of approba- 
tion on the animated loveliness of Zeluca, 
that flitted by in the dance, with smiling 
approbation of his tete-atete with her 
mother, " but where can be the merit of 
approving where envy cannot possibly re- 
frigerate?" 

^^Oh! I beg your pardon," returned 
Mrs. Delvayne, '' 2eluca has all the men- 
tal merit you can deduce from personal 
inferiority in her affection forlier cousin. 
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A little Volante who does every tiding with 
the simpHcitj of a Paysanne. A meire 
Ljlliput Belle — a Queen Mob — a Titania ! 
iatliis age " 

Wolsey interrupted, ''Dele an Ariel — 
^PsjjTche, Mrs.^Delvayne/' 

Mrs. E)elvajne caught at the cognomi- 

nation, /' Wetl, I tell niy Psyche in this age, 

for carrying every thing a la grander 

neither soul or lieart avails without tte «a- 

voiVJ^^tV^. What, for instance, signifies it, 

that she can read Daute and Mbliere with 

the spirit of a poet, and the zest of a wit, 

iif she cannot command the alienism of 

foreign English. Vou yourself," added 

Mrs. Delvayne, with the exact tone and 

indistinct, , 'ZA' of Miss Emcotts, "you 
" ■■ - .^ . ' ' . j; ; ■ • / ^ 

would surely require something above 

what she possesses, who, at homey is in 

her subject, when to be foreign is every 

, .tiling/' ' ' ' 

'' Admirably well done!" exclaimed 

, Wolsey, ''but our belle cousine—docs 
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she rival the foreigp attraction of the lack 
, lustre Asiatics ?" 

'' Oh! no; she — but, if I tell you what 
she does, and what s)ie does not do, that 
will lead to comparisons, and comparisons 
are interdicted you know,!' — and content 
that what she had said would secure to 
Marianne the disadvantage of disap^ 
pointed expectation, and yet be recalled 
by Wolsey, with a conviction she had 
forborne to say more, from repugnance to 
bringing Marianne's deficiencies forward. 
Mrs. Delvayne was satisfied with her suc- 
cess, and the character for candour and 
kindness, she had not lost sight of in gain- 
ing it, and with the less scruple,^ she pro- 
ceeded to the critiques in which Wolsey- 
would be little likely to detect the malice 
of her satire. She directed his eyes to a 
very pretty girl, seated with a studied air 
of carelessness and reflection. " That,'*^ 
cried she, '' is a Dereborough belle ; the 
)riug, as 'tis said, of a bear and a 
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tigress, but you niustnot fancy you see in 
her face a «pice of papa's and mamma's 
altercating spirit, for she is a dove. 

Miss Dove f— Why she cannot be sitting- 
still per force ?" 

'^ Oh ! no ; — she is waiting for Colonel 
Chartford, in her Jirst altitude — and 
here he comes. The colonel/' pursued 
Mrs. Delvayne, as their eyes followed 
the couple to the dance, " says she is 
a figure for an artist, — and if so, I say, 
for the personification of affectation/* 

Wolsey took a momentary survey. 
''You should recommend the artist a kit 
cat/' said he. 1 

*' Excellent ! — admirable ! — worthy a 
repertorium !'* and her eyes as well as 
Woisey's made a transition to the beau- 
tiful foot and ancle of Zeluca. 

^' How do you name Miss Delvayne's 
vestment, or whatever I ought to stile it }"^ 
asked he, " the flowerings at the bottom, 
are much more appropriate than on the 
jacket of her furioso partner.'' 
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"' Wbj, the milinery people^ like m 
other people, find a, name goes a gre^t 
way ; they call it Spanished — and are in- 
debted to Wellington fordisposing of an 
expensive dress to almost eve^j body J 
thirfk." And whije pbe spoke, she watch- 
ed u rider coyer of. the.joaost careless ease, 

: to see whether Wolsey desired an ad- 
vantageous or disadvantageous opinion ef 

^^eluca from her exhibiting attire. 

''We do not/'„said he '' pay the tribu|e 
of a compliment to the congregated allies; 
we have not the Continent costume yet V* 

Mrs. Delvayne believed — suspected-r- 
was sure, that he aimed a sly sarcasm at 

^^Zcluca's displaj/, but, without shewing 

^her mortification, she deliberated a mp* 
ment how to parry Jiis side stroke. She 
recollected correction, combined with ap- 

, probation, denoted available interest, 
apd felt her part was to gratify his self- 
love, by inviting his strictures, and eu- 
logising his decision^ " I understand 
you," said she, '' and from this moment; 
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I look to your judgment, and your— your 
integrity, as I have hitherto to your taste. 
You are very right — Zelucfi's drapery is 
too much curtailed ; and what is worse, 
you will think it is a voluntary exhi- 
bition ; I warned her of it, but she pre- 
vailed with me. I tell you she is a very 
romp. ' Oh the vile impediments, and 
furbelows of fashion !* said she, '' I, whose 
nature it is to leap a gate, and vault on 
my pony without the encumbrance of as- 
sistance, — I will have boots, then I may 
shorten this gew-gaw petticoat, and put 
my feet to the free purpose for which 
heaven certainly destined 7/73/ limbs!" 

*' Lovely creature!" almost escaped 
Wolsey's lips in contrite expiation of his 
premature condemnation, but he rendered 
it an indistinct ejaculation; and his suc- 
ceeding silence was licenced by the pres- 
sure of Mrs. Delvayne's fingure on hi« 
arm, bespeaking attention to the comments 
of three ladies and a gentleman before 
them. ; 
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*' I would have had a decent dress on, 
at my first appearance !" exclaimed Lady 
Bridget Whitelock. '' Yes ; though I 
haid hid 9. hcsLutj, I would have shewed 
a sense of decency/' added Lady Kitty. 
'^ I declare in the turnings I saw her 
knee !"'' What can Mrs. Delvayne possi- 
bly say for herself/' observed the Dow- 
ser Lady Whitelock ; " she is most to 
blame!" 

Mrs. Delvayne felt that the appearance 
of the group, and the spirit that dictated 
their just strictures, had eyery tendency 
^o convert disapprobation of the culprit 
into disgust at the accusers. She was, 
therefore, able to look at Wolsey with a 
^mile, and a shrug of affected despair; 
^ndto stop an Vacillation he be^an with^ 
'' Curse such-: " 

" We shall huve a good thing from the 
bishop/' said she, ^^ his bon mots have thQ 
free delivery of fifty years repetition!" and 
she judged rightly. 

^' Madam/' whispered the bishop lou4^ 
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enough for the young ladies^ ^' can Lady 
Kitty fell whether she has drawers on." 
"Ha — ha— ha!'' laugjied the Dowager 
find her daughters. 

'^Ha— ha !" laughed Mrs. Delvayne, in 
the consciousness that the familiar jest on 
one Wolsey had already taken up only fixed 
the spirit of protection. '' Ha — ha !" she 
^ repeated, " the bishop's jest has brought 
to light, that at least, if not modesty that 
dictated these chaste strictures, thus it 
is " 

But Lady Whitelock, turning at the 
moment, stopped Mrs^ Delvayne. She 
rose ayid complimented Lady Bridget on 
her choice of the first dance. '' YSh always 
find something new "; I believe you com- 
pose — ^you're not going home — Oh do 
stay, for the sakeof owr party; — there will 
be nobody left if you go ; — come Lady 
Kitty you shall call again, Zeluca shall 
give up her place to you/' 

Consciousness of her undeserved cordi- 
ality^ encreased the natural ungracious- 
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Tiess that characterised Lady Whitelock 
and her daughters. The Bishop added 
an unembarrassed compliment and a joke 
to his bon scir ; but the negative of the 
ladies was as unacknowle'dging as deter- 
mined, and convinced Wolsey that seve- 
rity and scandal were the peculiar charac- 
teristics of old maids. He delivered an 
. harangue to that effect, which compre- 
hended so much admiration of 2^1uca'» 
simplicity and frankness, that Mrs. Del- 
vayne, in the most happy tone of mind, 
entered on a defence of the departed, that 
confirmed his opinion of her being the 
most amiable, as well as the most fasci- 
nating woman he ever knew, and entirely 
reconciled him to what, at the first mo- 
meat, appeared flattery to three revolting 
Beings, he feared her persuasions would 
detain there, to his annoyance. 

From her apology for the Ladies White- 
lock, Mrs. Delvayne made a transition io 
Miss Arabella Weld, whom she was pro- 
ceeding to> praise into disrepute^ when she 
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" " P# .»«>'* ifKill Wv W^," rpM;urne4 

" Ypji;iptwd)^5yef(ftDt bv» to W J^" 

I know nothing «f jbvi|9 h^t bi^ Qjaaie, ]:en« 
4ei»d 4ffif(w\rm,, ajj , X ^biqjc it wU ,^f , bj 

VfJnS. #ft?rj{lU^Bff, ^4^r«ft^er^g hiwsejf 
acceptable. | ^(b ^^ > :%Ujp© ;— b«^^ 
i^l^eth^^i^. ^t^ifiQ;Kifp. o«:,^t» iwUl st^e 
wy cjffi^i^oa jiis l^eiiig" fo^}r^cl.l^i%rIy 

*' j^t .^pd vfq^'jit,— all t^e j^iip-ojund- 
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of gentility in the town wiH hare him m 
frequent visitor. He has had a good edu- 
cation^ but I know not whd^ or what he is. 
I suppose he lires by his wits. Erdestone 
and I have twice fallen in with him at a 
distant watering place^ and he and I are 
intimate when we meet. He has an he* 
sitating manner of speaking — but I think 
him admirable. He is never silent while 
you will let him speak — and you wiH not 
mention an action — a thing — an idea — a 
word, (and give him scope by succeeding 
iilence) but he will follow it up by an an- 
ecdote actual or fictitious.*' 

'^ Oh ! he has a turn for enlarging,'^ 
said Mrs. Delvayne, very little interested 
in the. man, but very much in adopting 
Wolsey's sources of interest 

'' He does not merely exaggerate and 
embellish/' cried Wolsey, *' he creates : — 
not the best stocked album.nor the most ca- 
pacious memory, could always answer on 
demand; — no; he certainly coins, and it is 
m that score I pardon an hesiiation, £r- 
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destone is so fiistidious as to be impa- 
tient of." 

'' You must introdiuce me," said Mrs. 
Delvajne, '' I long to see biui making oc- 
casion to introduce his jew d'esprils." 

*^ He does not make occasion ; it is bit 
merit that he has a supply for all occasions. 
Try him ; — do you start the subject^ and 
you will see!" 

'' Yes ; but he will imperceptibly lead my 
subject to the introduction of his anecdote." 

'' No, no," said Wolsey. " Will you 
admif, if you name a subject now to me, 
and bring it in in the shape of an obser- 
vation to him, and he produces an anec- 
dote, bon mot, or witticism in point, (it 
may be good, bad, or indifferent^) he varies; 
but if he does produce one, will you 
admit it is unpremeditated ?" 

'' Why, chance might for once befriend 
any man,'' said Mrs. Delva}oe, delighted at 
an opportunity of converting Wolsey's in- 
terest in his discovered friend, into a tie of 
communication with herself for the evening. 
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''Twic6 then; try him twice/' md 
Wolsey, '^ nay, three times/' he pursued^ 
teeing she did not appear to hold a second 
proof definitive. 

'' Oh ! if three tiitffeg he is suecesrful/* 
returned Mrs. Delvayne, •'Iwiil immor* 
talize him with my awa:rd. I wilt then 
tdfnit you have not ovferrated hirii.** 

" He will catch my eye in a ffeifcond/* 
iaid Wokey, kk eag^r ki if he had a bet 
depfending, '' Name theri quick yont thrte 
tobjects, and do rtdt let delay rob him of 
the UnttU y(Xu will find he is entitled to.^' 

Mts. Delvayfte l6okfed rAnikf, '' Ob- 
itervfe thid young taan/* said she, '' who is 
dancing with Otie of the denloiteUes of 
the place. 1 will say he is too good lefcJk- 
ing for an apothecary. Well, theft, h^re 
is Miss Rosenay, 1 -^Ul ob^etvd that her 
Hress is too scanty V 

'* Quitk !" cried Wokey, ^^he k tbtriiftg 
Mi way.'' 

^* W^ can h^tfef iiPHtii a Subject, ivith 
Mk^ fiiricotta in thfe i*doW/^ I'dtxinetil Mr^, 



d by Google 



jBSI4a«A 149 

delvayne^ — ^'and.bkssme^ she is helping 
me to one I did not expect. What ' ayawtir 
ing peal the great belle icMs/ (mind you 
do not tell Mr. Erdestone the symptom of 
vacancy he has produced in so well stored 
a mind). I shall tell your friend for the 
third proofs that our provincial balls break 
up to a moment/' 

. '' Good ! very good !'* said Wolsey, and 
bowing forward^ his friend discried hira^ 
and approaching^ saluted him with obvious 
satisfaction; and with the prepossessing 
deportment of a man always at home in 
nhe world."' 

'' How are you, Medlicolt ?" returned 
Wolsey, '^ we are alway to light upon 
each other> Mrs, Delvayne/' he pur- 
sued, with the alacrity of impatience. '^ Will 
you givp me leav« to present my friend tp 

yonr ' . , : ; ♦ , 

Mrs. , Delyayne, with easy politeness^ 

directly made the passing scene a subject 

for chjt^chat. " I have b^n spying to Mr . 

Wolsey/' she observed, " that tbis^ well 

o 3 
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mt&e yoitth ii tbtt Mnd8(Hti6 for afi ^i:^h& 
iik¥f, I vrottW ratl^hr be bAj^ottrf O^ WaliR 
ttf niedieatl aid^ than ih^truit no tei;^ M 
Mom {M tK^ nHUMiofe «ttehdiilg^ it iitk 
cduch/' 

MedfKodtt, promptly dAstttere*, '* TtAi 
are the very reverse of a Iddy I \*nfti 
in company \tith only last tii^t. S9ke— — 
it was in this neighbourhood— she wa^ 
tletailing an accident that had turned otrt 
Very seriously for oni of her husbaiid^^ 
kbourerg^ for vrant of niedital aid ; and 
she concluded^ ' I will have an apotheca^ 
of some kind, though I am at the ex- 
j^ensfe of e^tAblishhig him. What would 
it take to set one going?* '£30, I sup^ 
jose/ answers! a naval oflScer, ^ £30 !* 
Repeated th* lady, ^ SO-sMllings you mean f* 
Why^ six ipound of jalap^ six pound dT 
glauber salts, tiyriip of buckthoi'n, about 

* ' €rad, mad^m/ intferrupted the aip- 

*ain> ' ybtt wBI^set all thte viUagel goinlg tit 
thiirrAtt;*' 
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Mts. ItelVayofe lauglned the more from 

the significant triumph of Wolsey's looks, 

thon^ ^e i^aich^d \ftth anxiety the 

^i^petsing danc^t^, in fear Medlicott had 

^upefsedtd het daughter, but Wolsey set 

hef at ease; he turned his attention to 

Z^luca direttly she was at liberty, and 

folly insttucted her in the destined examin 

of Medlicott. 25elaca with ready synt- 

pathy entered into the pleasure of him she 

wished to please, and, as Wols(»y declined 

to repeat the jir^l, success of Medlicott, 

she ^hi^pered her mother to put him to 

the .^ccrtftd 16^ immediately. 

Mrs Delvayne i^eized the first oppor- 
tunity t0 speak, where all seemed eager to 
talk, and nonfe solicitous to listen. '' I make 
a genetdl appeal/' said she, to the littlie 
group arourfd her, "for lam going td 
tonsult good taste. Is Miss Rosenay's 
drapery ? (I ptit modesty out of a question 
in which I think it has no concerii,) is her 
Papery advantageous or disadrantageoujs^ 
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in giving the outlhie of her figure so'ex* 

It was ungraceful! — it was too thin! — 
not too thin, but too scantj — her figure 
might have been supposed better — more 
concealed, was among a variety of opi- 
nions, to which an elegant looking girl 
added, that such very scanty dres« was 
becoming unfashionable. 

^^ True/' said Medlicott, ^' I am happy 
to hear the petticoat is admitted to the 
honours of a full sitting. The figure I 
find is to be permitted 9. free articulation. 
It was, let me see— Oh ! it was Lady Laura 
Leicester who set me right on that pointy 
I observed to her, of a young lady en pas- 
sant/ s\xrc\y your ladyship MissBurlybust 
brings to muid the chorus of an old song, 
Tumpti tumpti rumpti tumpii rump ! She 
has a most unfashionable superfluity of 
skirt?' ' No, there you are mistaken/ 
said her ladyship, (Lady Laura is all 
energy^ every thought is a sensation ) 
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"^ No, there jou are quite out, and so is the 
Ctmegunda skirt, and I hope ever will 
be, till such another old woman as her*s, 
comes Out of the hands of the Janizaries!' 

" Who the devil is Cuncgunda's old 
woman ?'* said Mir. Valcrcst, though hk 
Uughed from the fWce of infection. 

" Yfhy c&use, artd effect f " returned 
Medlicott, 'Mhe skirt and the---=—'' 

'' Na}', stop Mr. ^ledlicdtt,'' interrupf- 
ed Mrs. Delvayne, '' let those who are ih 
the dark reoi^in so— you hate said enough. 
Besides,'' iht tesumed, convinced by 
a look of Wolsey's, that she must go 
through v^ith the trial, "besides, there is 
Mr. Musttis holding up his watch, and 
vociferating thehout; sLnd, in our routine 
balls, he keeps so rigidly to the letter df 
the law, that he sometimes breaks up in 
thd middle of a dance, and sends us oSf 
Avithout the cordiality of a bon soir/'^ 

'' Aye,'* dald Wolsey, '' has Mustus - 
adapted the cow^(^ trwd^tte / But in this 
case it is sffafadtug to his word with the 
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very uncourteous zeal ; whj, a man might 
repose on a promise of promotion from 
Mustus^ though he hfid the keenest sense 
of the laxity of a courtier's promises; even 
my friend Selby would not have thought it 
necessary to stick to M ustus. Lord Wavelj 
promised Selby the Hying of Ailsey when 
the encumbent went off, as a word from 
him to the chancellor would do the busi* 
ness ; and Selby resolved not to lose it bj 
failing to jog the earl's memory. Th^ 
moment the old man died he waited on 
his lordship^ who was in his grounds^ 
where he followed him with an entreaty 
to write on the instant. His lordship pro- 
mised he would the next day ; Selby repre- 
sented the number of applicants^ and liis 
lordship said he would write the moment 
he entered the house. Selby was grateful^ 
but he stated^ that lest mischance^ or want 
of memory should suspend the earl's in- 
tention^ he had bro\ight out pen^ ink^ and 
paper. ' But my good fellow/ asked 
l.ord Wavely, ' what am I to write ppon ?* 
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^ My back !' said Selby — and adapting 
himseif most admirably for a writing desk, 
the letter was written, and he carried it 
oflF in triumph." 

*' Bravo, Medlicott!" exclaimed Wol- 
tey, ^' I wish I had staked a thousand 
})ound on your invention." 

'' Invention !" repeated Medlicott, with 
unyielding gravity, " I pledge my veracity 
for the truth of every word I have re- 
peated. I once^ '* 

Wolscy interrupted him with a loud 
^ Ha — ha !** and leaving the benefit of the 
ensuing narration to Mrs. Delvayne gave 
her the additional gratification of seeing 
he had a superior pleasure in devoting 
himself to 2ieluca. — ^Zelucatoo, engrossed 
by her happy influence, lost sight of all 
hopes that did not centre in him, till a 
gentle tap from Miss Emcotts obliged 
her to turn, and see that she was departing; 
Intended by Mr. Erdestone. The cir- 
cumstance might, at the moment, have 
passed unheeded, had not Zeluca com^ 
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prehended ftt the first word^ tii<^ Mist 
£[DCott§ o^eant to force the cai^e pf 
e:i^uItatioQ on her notice. 

^^ It is Mrs. Delvayne I have li?^ t^I-. 
ing/' said IV^iss Emcotts^ '^ that to ^tay» 
she and Mr. ^rde9ito»e would h^ve p^-- 
suaded me^ if in possibility it bfd }^e|i ;-*^ 
but> no !" — ^nd she put ber h^^ Hp.t^ her 
head, wit)i gestures that 4Qf¥>tedft|^ti^efxie 
lasfiitv^e, 

Zeluca, however, did not ^g^orstaad the 
las3itude to ^rise fropi f^W^ pt fajbigve; 
she saw it was iiierely ^ft .cpy^ring ]far Hie 
intimation, thp^t the ]ikQy4^ p\^s^f0 #£ 
dancing would pot have l)^p fff^wteit 
in by ber^ if she could IvQiye car^ri^ ^tbe 
prize in first ir^flpptt. And illM. Sfif}fe 
•^ho waited for Mi^s !l^|p(icpttp, «vit|i jth^ 
general, proved her i^i^rpri^t^^ipp w^^ 
right, by the sigpific^ce ,>vitb .wbic|i^e 
added, thfit s^uch a premisc^opji ig^sepir 
blage, rendered the ' flow of ippu^ QMV^ 
delightful on a dfp^tur^ from it Z«- 
luca'5 blood flo\ye4 ^hroiigh l^^r veica 
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tjrith accelerated motion at this turn in 
tie tide of triumph—^-but, as she had not 
jet acquired her motl\er's fluent skill at 
conveying a rebuff in a compliment^ she 
l^ad no resource but in the civil inter- 
jections and constrained smiles, that she 
hoped concealed the emotion with which 
shei saw Miss Emcotts extend her hand to 
'Mr. Erdestone, with an apology for keep- 
ing him. That emotion, however, en- 
creased to obvious disgust, when Miss 
Emcotts, raHjing Erdestone on his impa* 
ti^nce to, be gone, stepped back to thank 
Zeluca for Mt^l Dclvayne's promise of 
indulging her ^ith music the ensuing 
Friday. And before Aliss Emcotts was 
scarcely out of hearing, she exclaimed 
^* Odious creature!" 

Wolsey luckily echoed her words, with 
a laugh, that proved he referred them 
solely to such disapprobation as was ex- 
cited in himself; and his further remarks, 
together with bis latent admiration of her 
naivete, recalled Zeluca to a sense of 
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pleasure^ and to the hope of an eventual 
triumph. But^ though Zeluca recalled 
her own apparent influence over Erde- 
stone^ and recollected Miss Emcotts had 
probably drawn him in, to depart with 
lier^ she experienced a very unpleasant 
sensation^ when she was finally forced to 
give up his return into the room. Ye^ 
if she was internally anxious^ Wolsey'g 
undivided admiration was so exfailiratins 
as to enable her to disperse the appearance 
of solicitude ; and^ indeed^ to impel her 
to see the untoward occurrences of the 
evening as essentiaUy unimportant. Erde<> 
Btone and Wolsey were both to be at Spire 
the ensuing morning to hear music — and 
Erdestone's devotion to the science gave 
her hopes^ she thought^ Miss Emcotts 
would be hardly qualified to subvert; for 
•he trusted she had so far blended^ with 
her own natural powers of allurement, 
her mother's judicious maxims, that she 
should enlist the friends as her captives. 
Mrs. Delyayne had ever inculcated the 
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self-consideratioD incompatible with th« 
permission of personal familiarity. And 
she had availed herself of instances and 
illustrations, to bring home to Zuluca's 
conviction, that the wise, by keeping in 
reserve such an excitement, preserve their 
consequence and ensure success in their 
endeavours to secure a conquest by flat* 
tery — by admitted susceptibility — and by 
all the multitude of condescending arts, 
the decorous are, erroneously, apt to stig- 
matise as defeating the desired end; and 
Zeluca bore in mind her doctrines in the 
midst of playfulness, fascination, and en- 
ticement, that discredited all idea of wari- 
ness or thought. On all points of policy 
also observation had rendered Zeluca a 
disciple of her mother's; and she talked to 
Mr. Erdestone of her cousin, till he felt a 
desire to see beauty of a finer cast than her 
own, set off, as he conceived, by corres- 
ponding acquirements; while to Wolsey, 
she said so much, that he was eager to be 
justified in the flattering assertion — thafr 
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she would remain^ whatever admiration 
she might bespeak for her cousin^ traoi* 
cendant in all that could command the 
approbation of the heart! And those 
were the flattering words he lowered his 
voice to utter at partings that Lad^ Na- 
glefort might not imbibe a serious idea of 
a flirtation she first felt her attention 
summoned from the card table to give 
heed to^ from some whispered comments 
llebind her. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ZXLOCk. 161 



CHAP. V. 



^^A modern fashionable Education enables us 
•nly to classify our Crimes under convenient 
Heads ^ so that^ on ant; emergency, we may discover 
vcith faciliiy what particular combination of them 
will be productive of the greatest momentary sum 
mf pleasurable sensOtionJ*^ — Macdovald. 



yjlELITCA retired ttf rest id a state of 
perturbed unsatisfied gratification that 
long kept her waking, and that crowded 
her dreams when she did sleep with such 
^ay and glittering delights^ accompanied 
» 3 
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with such cruel fears of defeat and dis- 
possession^ 'tliat she awoke hi a state of 
fever, and gladly quitted her restless bed, 
to indulge in day dreams, scarcely less 
i^isionary. On Mr. Erdestone, awake, 
as well as sleeping, she conferred his 
father's title — and then brought him and 
his coronet to her feet. The homage of 
inferior lovers offered a gratification not 
to be passed over, but such she dismissed' 
with precipitation to amend the devoted- 
ness of Erdestone's declaration — and fi« 
nally recurring te Wolsey — his animated 
and ardent admiration — his lively and spon* 
taneousvolubility — his inimitable figure — 
his eyes — ^his teeth- — and his smile, she 
resolved she would give up rank, wealth, 
and splendor, tendered by the future Lord 
De Worde*8 calm^ persevering passion, to 
lie the wife of a simple barrister, who 
would continue Mr. Wolsey, if Lady 
Kaglefort should have a son ! And, 
though it was with infinite resentment, 
Zeluca said to herself. Lady Naglefort 
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would, rib doiilSt/ if she could (forgetful 
that neither justice or philanthropy would 
be violated by her willingness) Sir Pere- 
grine should have a lineal heir to his title 
'and estate — ^yet, she decided « tbat though 
her ladyship had had a child she would not 
be so fortunate again, and dismissed the of- 
fensive idea, Zeluca's selection of Wolsoy, 
indubitably savored of love, and a prede- 
liction of a very ardent character had cer- 
tainly taken possession of her heart ; but 
the turn of her temper made the sacrifices, 
she projected in the effervescence of her 
passion proporlionably less, as her am- 
bition was strongly biassed by local as- 
sociations. Though she was sanguine 
enough to expect the option of partici- 
pating Lord.de Worde's higher rank, 
yet Wolsey could lift her to the highest 
in her own neighbourhood ; and it was 
more gratifying to her to enjoy the first 
consequence amidst those she had out- 
stripped in the race of love and ambition, 
than to be raised to secondary eminence 
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ID the extended circle of a London life^ or 
transplanted to a neighbourhood where 
she would be surrounded by superior 
rank ; so that in reality Wolsey's alliance^ as 
well as himself, was most agreeable to her, 
while she tOok to herself the merit of a 
high minded attachment in her determina- 
tion to gi*e up Mr. Erdestone for him. Djr 
giving Erdestone up she did not mean to rc- 
linquish the attempt on h\% heart, but 
to reject it, when at her disposal ; and as 
the season for action approached, she could 
not but see, that in resoWiag t.o accom- 
plish the object of her ambition, she 
stood in need of some generalship. To 
obtain an offer from Erdestone, in defiance 
of an intimacy with Wolsey, that seemed 
to interdict her^ those tokens of preference 
to both, without which, no man risques 
a possible shock to his pride and self-love, 
was a hope^ forelorn enough to have de- 
terred a moderate share of coquetry. But 
she was methodizing and plaiming, undis- 
courage4 a thousand little traits capable 
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of a distinct interpretation hy the two 
friends^ through her address^ when she 
was summoned to breakfast hy Mrs. Del- 
vayne. — Mrs. DeWayne felt herself first 
called upon to appease fears Zeluca 
advanced^ in the soothir^g expectation they 
would be deemed unfounded. She as- 
sured her daughter nobody saw anything 
but irony^ or constraint^ in Erdestone's at- 
tention to Miss Emcotts ; and then she re- 
ininded her that she was to ask Mariaime 
for the evening, and had better prove the 
perfect friendliness of her intentions^ by 
making it a pointy she should take a bed 
at Spire. Zeluca was anticipating one 
o'clock — and the arrival of premeditated 
and unpremeditated male visitors ; and 
btr mother brought her neglected purpose 
to mind, with the thousand irksome sensa- 
tions comprehended in Marianne's beauty. 
She, therefore, declared a change in her 
plan; to which Mrs. Delvayne answered, 
by recommending her not to relinquish 
f:om impulse the determination she had 
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come to, in prudence. Zeluca's feelings 
were at variance with lier j udgnicnt, and 
her temper, as usual, exhibited the ef- 
fect of the struggle. She controverted 
every suggestion of her mother, jaot be- 
cause she did not feel the efficiency of the 
thousand palpable reasons why she should 
not endeavour to keep Marianne entirely 
secluded, but because it was gratifying 
to her ill humour, to revenge Mrs. Del- 
vayiie's inability to remove an obstacle to 
her full enjoyment, by making her in- 
dulgence feel all the pain of enjoining a 
hard task. And she ended with — '* lam 
sure, though you have brought forward 
Miss Welds, and a thousand other Misses 
you say are likely to attract as much ad- 
miration as I do, I can't see that is any rea- 
son for collecting one's poor relations to- 
gether, either to undermine or disgrace 
one. And it's a farce to tell me I may do 
as I like; you know you told Captain 
Gassenberd, and every body else, she wasi 
to be ber^j therefore she must be asked ; 
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Itnd I had rather haye had Miss Emcotts a 
thousand times^ if it is so indispensable 
to have somebody to preyent people say- 
ing — these men are collected for me/* 

" You speaks my love, as if I was im- 
prudently confidential with Captain Cas- 
tenberd, I '" 

'' I did'nt say a word/* interrupted 
Zeluca, ^' about imprudence; I don't know 
any imprudence there is in making a 
bosom friend of a stupid ass; but I am 
ture there would be a great deal of pain 
to me — ^with his attempts"at being elegant^ 
and his aim at a classical taste — ' fine and 
interesting' — and ' countenance' — always ; 
Miss Marlowe^s fine countenance- — and 
Miss St. Orr's interesting cast of coun- 
tenance. Now, I suppose we shall haye 
nothing but Marianne, and stt/le of /ea^ 
tures, and contour ? Lord, the whole fa- 
mily will become as detestable as Jane 
St Orr is ! 

'' My dear, Zeluca, it will be your own 
faulty if it be nothing but Marianne's 
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Style and contour. I know be is a^ man 

^bose decisions on beauty pass current, 
. and that is why I am so civil, so cow/i- 
dential witb bim. He is a friend now> 
and if you will but prove you value bis 
fiat, as a friend, be could bring you inore 
eflectually into celebri^ty th^n a lover 
could. You will he proclaimed a Psyche 
before the day is over. I lielped him to tha 
characteristic, though he conceives he 
found it out, and that he exhibits his own 
classic turn in this sort of approbation.— - 
Medlicott too is another — in another style 
— whose talent? for giving publicity is un- 
doubted, but they botlj know it, and will 
be paid in flp-ttery, or a more substantial 
way for the benefit they confer; and (ndeecl, 
my dear, whether you like them or not, 
you should regulate your deportment to 
them by this recollection." 

'' Psyche !" repeated Zc luca. 
, '' If you do not like the appellation/' 
said Mrs. Delvayne, with an air and tone 
as arch as her fear of the immediate efiect 
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«tf archness lA Zeliica's mood allowed it to 
he, f'you mustiqppeal toMn Wolsey/' 

'^ Wolseyf repeated Zeluca,. with 
tokdnftiof a thoffousch revolution in 6er 
feeltngft. And pursuing her enqiiirj ^e 
learnt the . dialogue of the proceeding 
evening; so flatteringly coloured by Mrs. 
Delyayne's hopes, aiid a desire to restore 
iier to happiness and temper, that impelled 
by security in his preference, and encou- 
ringed by Mrs. Delvayne to believe that 
<£rdestone'»iespoA:e»faisour for Marianne 
must end in passing praise of hex person, 
(when be found that she was as uneducated 
as indigent,) she sat down and wrote to 
her with* the confidential kindness, that in 
the interinission of fear and jealosy, was 
as sincere as her pleasure in having a 
ready ear and open heart to receive the 
tovprflowlngs of love, and pride, and tri- 
umph. She detailed the occurrences of 
the evening, that were flattering to her- 
self in the first place, and then introdu- 
cing Miss Kmcolts character with some 

TOL. I. Q ' 

Digitized by Google 



t70 %wmeA. 

^Mtire/ <4hoogh she declared ^Ae ted 

too mvch i^ood nailture not to pity 

her^ and Uame ^ die men- who JUUtereti 

ber' disorder of being adMirad^) rtie 

iaid if Mr. E^rdestone had not drawn 

herJn^ to de?ote the morning to music^ 

•he shonld have been at Cowerbj, to ghre 

ber all the entertinnment a tninuteacoonnt 

of the etetting's occunrencea conld have af* ^ 

finrded her. And Aen ahe made a transi* 

tion to the purpose of her writing, which 

was, she said, to> induce Mwianne4ojoia 

with herself in a triumph over Mrs. Dd^ 

Tajne, whom she had never been able to 

prevail with, to run the risk of being 

Uamed fi>r tempting her into pleasure^ till 

Mrs. Bessaly had agreed to accept Lady 

Naglefort^s ptotection fiorbuer into public, 

when there was no further pretence for 

squearpish scrupulosity. " So now, *my 

dear,'' Zehica characteristically eapressed 

henelfj ^^ my sage mamma is witting to 

aHow her ^precipitate daughter is right in 

. Mying it was monstrous in your &mily Uit 
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Enjoin yau sacU rig^ sechisioM ; and nhm 
Joins Hi€^ in^^sayingv you ^m list -come and 
dkiey and sleep witfi u& to— play whisi. 
jn-a snuj^gwe^ witfi Lady- Whiteloclr! 
For ^ttd>> i^ the «t}ie of Lady Whitelock'f . 
partiasfj from tast^orpaxjertj^-^andtnam^ 
ma agrees: with the. \wrld^ Hurt coantesse^ * 
hstve^ a ti<^ to cominatid^ conformity, 
DcSi't ai|fc /^^^^ Marianne; say it is mudrt 
pit^ref ^ as weli< as . more agreeabk^^ to-, 
mecrt a social circle widxnsy befojiie ■ y(^u i 
gq into public, and'^hevv you; have rrnde.. 
u]^ your mind to come. The dangep>is tq^v 
me^ my deary in- trusting^ my two beaux 
with a sight ofyou* ' ' Two beaux ? ' — You > 
ask> why ; — ^ycs; they have? re-b»ptizedme 
Psyche, therefore I am a privileged ^u^ 
terer ; and> as. I am at least o^n^anridst ^ 
mj enormities, I own flirtation is the joy 
of my soul ! ' But how can you be en- 
grossed by two?' I hear you repeat, with, 
all your tenacioi|s fear^ tlmt I am doing, 
what you \wuld not do for the world^ — en-^ 
cpc^cbing; Oft the possessions of another. 
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My dear> I have a clear conscience r wit- 
ness my being detnmed a prisoner, to 
amuse my 'hononrable:* it is true/ he is 
welcome, in a degree — he is Lord de 
Worde's son and heir. There is his patent 
ff>r intrusion. For Wolsey ! oh ! Mari- 
anne^ when he fixes his enchanting eyes, 

and says but I can*t describe him ! 

To captivate him you'll say is bfetfer. It 
is, and I mend your favourite ass^lrtion tl^t 
I am a spoiled child, by owning, with Ihe 
great Potemkin, that *' I am God-s Spoiled 
child, and your Zieluca.' * 1 

'' P. S. — ^Do not let one w<>rd of this rho- 
domentade come within kfen of your mard* 
eliish aunts. For your mother, I love 
her, but I wish to talk nonsense only to 
you, who can make allqwance for the wild 
spirits 3'ou do not possess/' - 

Zeluca had still time, after corrfpletSig 
her invitation missive, to gnin fresh bloom, 
and improve the effect of h^^r well ar- 
ranged hair, by the slight dtsarrarigement- 
of a gen-le breeze; thatieffdergd Vj^ibfe its 
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natural wayjr heauty ; and she issued from 
the garden^ to entertain her visitors^ ex- 
pected and unexpected^ at the time Mari^ 
anne was surprized by her long note. -Its 
contrats were so wholly unexpected^ and 
Marianne, bad sa little foreseen she should 
be authorized' in placing Zeluca's distur- 
bance^ at Lady Naglefort's accepted iuTitar 
tion^ to vexation at having foreborn asimi^ 
i^r kipdness, in expectation of a rebuflT 
from her family, that she read the letter 
aloud^ the moment of opening it, and o^ 
course, had it not in her power to sup* 
press any thing but the postscript. . 

Miss St. Orr passed over the rest of the 
contento, to wonder how Zeluca could 
possibly think it was their intention to 
debar Marianne all amusement " So far 
from k/' said she, '' I am sure it is my 
wish you should go to-day, Marianne/' 

'' So it is mine, t am sure,'' said Mrs. 
Bessaly, " Zeluca seems highly pleased at 
Mr. Erdeston^'sranL DeWorde! surely, 
the &mily must be of foreign extraction ^f 

: *3 
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'^'Very foreign to the que^on,*' aib^ 
svvered Jane, impatiently; ^^ you oWige 

me to say with the poet, Einrna, 

• ' • ' ' , • : r 

* I love the heart that spams dull wisdom^s law,= 
And finds it's frequent snbjcct in a straw*.' 

But, however/* she continued, ^^ I will in 
part follow your example— I will discard 

AiW interesting topic. Zeluca shall de- 
f velope herself, Marianne; I will on^ say^ 

' I do not believe your family wish to enjoin 
you a more rigid domestication than Mrs. 
Delvayne does; you shall not have to 
menace or trepan me into assent to your 
visit. 

_ Marianne, accordingly, prepared to 
accept an invitation that gave her infi- 
nite pleasure, for with her retired habits^ 
she looked to a first appearance with Lady 
Naglefort as forniid&ble; and was not 
only grateful for the shelter her cousin's 
inlimacy afforded, but quite satisfied 
at the backwardness so uprightly ac- 
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cofned wilU fi cortiialiiy^ that confirmed her 
good-will, and rendered her attention to 
Zelirta% recapitulation of complinienls^ 
triumphs; and conquests unconstrained. 
Envy, under an^ circumstinces^ her mind 
was not suscepitible of! But no feelings^ 
in any degree hostile^ mingled with regret 
atZeluca's Tanity; though she could not 
possibly be blind to the foibles it le4 lier v 
into^ or fail to see her mother's blindness 
to them. Lady Naglefort greeted Mari- 
anne with kindness^ but Mrs. Delvayoe;^.! 
and Zeluca saw, or thought they saw, 
with vexation, that they had selected (he 
identical moment of Erdeslone's and Wol- 
?ey's arrival to remove tlie surprize she 
had expressed at having never seen her 
at Spire.' Lady Wbitelock, and her 
daughters behaved exactly to her as they 
did to Zeluca, as if they thought it pre- 
posterous she was 1)0 1 to be treated as a 
child; and Miss Wellcrs, a single sister 
of the countess, eyed her with the family 
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frigidity. The bishop of CluBCi; p^ut 09 
his spectacles^ and fixed his eyes on h&t, 
at the same time he give h» ear toMrs; 
DelvayneX history of her relatioathipi 
andped^ee. Mr. Erdestone^ 1^9 obvi- 
ous^ examined h^ vriih equal aeeurecy, 
while €aptainCaiseilberd> aakedaftei^ Miss^ 
St. Orr^ wondering he should never have 
seen Mariamie in the walks in whteb he 
had passed her aunt; and Wolsey oc- 
casionally lift^ hid eyes to her face and* 
form^ from Zeluca's^ though he would 
or not^ did not, find an ii^rral in his whis^ 
pered dialogue sufficient to address her. 
It was universally understood that music 
was always comprehended in the amuse- 
ments at Spire, whatever the extent of 
the party, or the nature of the invitation. 
Therefore, though Lady Wbiteiotjk waa 
known to be anti-harmonic, her bias eould 
not operate against a resource coveted 
by general inclination, as well as so- 
licited in politeness. But Mrs. Del* 
vayne told her ladyship Zeluca had 
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foutid two old songs she had praised; 
and (he sweetness with which Zeluca 
gave the two antediluvian ballads^ 
gaiiicd her as much applause from 
every stander-bj, as the attention softened 
Lady Wbitelock into approbation of a 
mother, who, she saw, could, on some 
occasfow5/j udiciously direct her daughter. 
B^t Zeluca having complied with Lady 
Whitelock's taste, liastened to redeena 
her own, by an imitable display of science; 
and then relinquished her -own choice, to 
the predelictiobs of Wolsey's incompetent 
judgment, who selected the words best 
adapted to convey his feelings. Though 
a determined parti/ at Whist, were at once 
too silent, and too eager to offer, or derive 
interTuption from the harmony that had 
ceased to them, with Lady Whitelock's 
two songs, 3'et, Mr. Erdestone, keeping at 
a distance from the piano, seemed ta feel 
cards a* i>estraint, and 2ieluca secure of 
*\Volsey*s unalienable attention, turned 
ou ht«y fiet^ intelligent eyes, fraught with 
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the expression of her last amatory ail; 
and askcd^ if he would take a part* with 
her. 

Mr. Erdestone answered^ he would do 
nny things, that should induce her to pro^ 
long the enchantment of her powers: and 
he signified his readiness^ bjr placing an 
Italian trio of Pailt's before her ; ' askings 
if Miss Bessalj wauld not take a part^ 
as be thought it the most inimitable > 
production in the wh6le range of com«^ 
position. 

Marianne answered^ she did not plaj! 
at all! 

"Nor sing? asked Mr. Erdestone^ 
wholly incredulous. 

She still said— "No;" though so Kttle 
tinctured vmit she, with the pride and* 
vanity of finding it essential to stairi pre- 
eminent^ that a word from Zeluca would 
have induced her assistance in the part, in 
which she believed^ practice had rendered 
her perfect. 

Zi&luca^ however, spoke not thai word,. 
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tliati^Mr. Etdestooe took a «eat bj 
Marianne^ to reason her out of the tena- 
cious negative^ his lore of music would 
not permit him to let her persist in. 

'* Indeed/' replied Marianne^ you do 
m^ injustice in thinking I require entreaty. 
I am incapable: ask mj cousin if it it 
not so r 

The application was promptly made^ 
" I do not know^' said Zeluca^ giving 
as much pUyfulness to her manner^ a» she 
could possibly assume^ '* that Marianne 
liad ever seen an instrument this time two 
^eare/' 

'* Scarcely^ indeed/' relied Marianne, 
'^ till you sent usyour's/' 

^' O then the instrument was sent/' ob^ 
vtervedMr* Erdestone, looking again with 
:«pprobation towards Marianne^ '' and 
certainly for a gdod purpose }" 

''Yes/' cried l^luca^ '' I thought so^ 
fot I was mad to teach my cousin to sing^ 
but when I was also pronounced au- 
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dacious, I could not but in liomilitj 
renounce my project." 

Mr. Erdestonc understood that a sen- 
tence of incorrigible incapacity had b^ii 
passed on Marianne, and said no mote* 

Marianne instantly called to mibd, that 
Lady Naglefort had sjjoken with' c^- 
phasiSy in pronouncing Zeluca a r/outig 
ransic inistress, an^ without recollecting 
thni Zeluca had recalled her piano before 
that cause of oflfence, she eagerly begaif — » 

^' Pray '* but she stopped, recollect^ 

ing that if Zeluca was thus tenacious^ 
the veriest trifle might induce her to with- 
draw the benefit of instruction, when it 
would be more painful to part with' it 
than it had been ; yet, her auirt, Jane^ 
even had pronounced her voice too good 
to be lost, ai;d her love of. music vras-so 
heartfelt and sincere, that inclinatioQ got 
the better of prudence, and sh6 jesumcd— 
'^'^^ I hope, however, Zeluca, you— — *' 

Zeluca interrupted, her witli apparent 
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eagernisss of good humour — '^ Do not 
]iope> be certain; I am not offended; I 
Judow we musical' maniacs are more 
inclined to be desperate in our attempts 
than others. Now I'll giTe you a John 
Bull,"' cried she^ running over the keys 
with such animation^ as entirely silenced 
Marianne^ ^^4iow if this don't make the 
bishop revoke/' pursued she^ in an under 
tone, ^' rU never expose myself to morti- 
fication "^ again/' and she sung, ^Orator 
Puff' with irrestible humour and effect. 

Even Lady Bridget laughed outright, 
and the bishop called out '' Miss Del* 
vayi^ I would not exchange you for 
Nan Catley herself^" while Wolsey wl^ 
pered his admirs^ion in a sentence lihat 
xaised with the glow on Zeluca's ^bbek^ 
more than one observing smile. 

Yet Zeluca's deepened fliLsh wasfmis* 
placed to Wolsey; in the turn of her quick 
eye, she had observed, that Erdestoncwas 
again seated,, in conversation with Ma« 
jrianne, and the fear alone of losing 

TO£ft I. II 
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WolsQ^, rcstraiaed the anger and envy, 
, arising from tjie fear^Marianpe had gained 
the admiration of his friend^ and woald 
gjtin more. She rose from the instrumeDt, 
declaring she ^woyild finish with the. eclat 
ihe had obtained ; for^ she was not col* 
lected enough to attempt any thing that 
tonight, call Erdestone from his tenacious 
seat ; she was only sufficiently mistress of 
. her anger^ to recollect she must pfesenre 
the appearaQce of unconciousness in the 
depreciation of Marianne^ she was re- 
solved the evening should not pass over 
without her affecting. To prove her 
wholly and completely uneduc^ted^ she 
v4kought must be effectual with a man 
, li:nng in th| world — guiding his own de- 
cifeito, by the fiat of the world — and con* 
sequently shrinking from avowing (even 
, if ]\e felt) approbation of Uiat beauty, ab- 
soh^l'^ly unsupported, by the power of 
, 9hin:ng, deemed so indispensable a pass« 
pfti't to the favour of the world. She 
tl^refore resohed to expose Muriamie's ig- 
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norance; but 8bewa& wary enough to con^' 
<eal th^t she was lying in wait for au op-, 
port^inity, and seemed only intent on ^ro* 
diicing mirth and giving pleasure, in uii-. 
thorising W^lsey, to exhibit a likenest 
of Mr. Musters^ which he had ligbtdd 
upoh^ amidst a choice collection of manu- 
script caricatures. Every isdiVidual re* 
cognized the formal steward of the Derer ' 
borough baits; be was so admirably dc-i 
lineatcd by a few strokes of the pen;; 
yet^ when Lady Bridget had satisfied btcr 
curiosity, she praised Mr. Mu^ters's tciorli/^* 
with a significance,, that proved iiow 
roughly $he meant to handle his camca*^ 
turist, at a convenient opportunity tor 
moralizing on the odiousness of a satiri* 
cal turn. Zeluca quickly discovered hen 
intention, but* she was indifierent to^ it f^ 
for Erdestone had said nothing could 
exceed the spirit of the sketch, and she 
joined in the overpraise of Mr. Musters, 
with the saucy self-satisfaction, that seem- 
ed half to ..accuse Lady Bridget, of the 
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malice and en?j she shewed^ she estimaleA 
as the exclusion characteristics of ail old 
maid, even in the very act of seizing upon 
a fortuitous vehicle for bringing 1^ owb 
to bear upop a destined victim./ 
. There were a fevf lines upon the back 
of Mr. Musters, and as Wolseywasdt* 
positing him in the portfolio, to take wit 
apother, Zeluca observed they virere 4a 
French. "Oh!** she aclaimat •^erc fe 
a <ih|trade I never could find out ; jou 
mftst all exert your intellectual prowess 
1 beseech the most highmtnded of you to 
put your condescensions in requisitioi^ 
for charades are emanations of genius I 
dlMtupon?'' 

Wolsey called for it, and Lady Kitty 
expressed herself very quick at findio^T 
#u riddles ; Zeluca accordingly repeated 

On presse arec mon premier 
Tout cesse, avcc mon dernier 
Jennesse, ome mon entier^ 

^' Dear, I don't think it a pretty ope,'^ 
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said Lady Kitty« as much discomposed 
at the la^guage^ as it was certain sfe 

: "irould be with the riddle^ when she heard 
its solution. '' 

Zeluca put up Tier lip^ ^'Mrha* a 
scrape have I got into,'' she "^hisp^red 
Erdestone;^ *' the, very Filles de chambre> 
now can construe a: preach riddle, I.forgot 
that the last century did; not im:kide 

/Frenchj^ in the education des Dameit 

Wolsey lifted his eyebrows, ibiplyiiig 
he had overheard, and t* ji with real 
good nature slid, in a low voiCe,, le was- 
sure the jacompetence w^ meant to b^^ 
concealed, asking,^ at the tame tiitie forH 
'pencil^ aloud. 

Z^luca's drawing box afforded one,. 

but she toJyd him^ he was wrpng in bin 

supposed first. " Try again/' cried she> 

/^ and Marianne, do, — do,* rouse your 

iaculties." ' ' 

Marianne said, she had not the faintest 
E 3 
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idea^witb a deep blash^ oecasioned bjr 
ibe disgrace ; it was obvious^. Ladj Kittjr 
attacbed to ignorance of the lai^age^ 
bj tbe pettisb reply sbe made to Cafitaift 
Cassenberd's^ appeal to ber, to cq^eat; Ae 
first. 

*' Nay^ but Marianne^ I depend wpmt 
you/' returned Zeluca; ^' a random gueiff, 
at any rate you can make ;" and Erdes>- 
tone^ at t^e same moment, said^ bending 
forward^ '' Miss Bessaly^ Fll belp you to 
ibe second if you will tbrow ti» .least 
ligbt upon the first." 

Obliged to say something Mimasne 
found an avowal of ignorance^ pre£mrabl^ 
4o the meanness and difficulty of aflfect* 
ing a sufficiency she was in want of. ^ T^ 
tell you the truth/' said she, ^ if it y^ not 
eqaaUy answerable in English^ I l»?e 
not French enough to attempt the so- 
lutiim ; ,if it is, I will exert myself." 

"^ I protest/' cried Erdestone;, drawii^ 
back, *' I cannot, comprehend the distijic^ 
4k(|i you malMe.!' 
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'' J. can/' cried Wolsej, looking at 
Marianne; ^'jou cannottAtn^ in French/' 

Marianne smiled again^ but with such 
evident embarrassment^ that Zeliica wm 
fully satisfied, and she exclaimed, '^ n^ver 
mind the foolish riddfe. I— I did not 
think — ^I am tired of it/* said she, with , 
Um hurried hesitation, tliat denoted vexa- 
tion with herself, at a thoughtless exposure 
of her cousin; And a complete exposure 
^he saw it would be, for Lady Kittjr and 
Lad^ Bridget, fixed their eyes on Mari- 
anne witlv a contemptuous wonder, that 
assured Z^luca, they would feel the pub- 
lication of her ignorance, equivalent to a 
professson of icnawledge ; determined as 
they were, to avoid ^er error in com- 
mitting themselves. Though Marianne's 
judgmeiit might teach her, that the cause 
was^ insufficient to justify the sense of 
degradation; — she could not re-call the ex- 
pression that filled Erdestone's eyes as he 
withdrew them ; nor find her own sink be- 
neath the stare of Lady Kitty and Lady 
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Bridget, without a most painful degree 
of shame; and she was truly thar.kful 
when Wolsey, throwing down his pencil^ 
broke the irksome silence. 

" Miss Bessaly/* said she, '^ I wonder 
not you find amiss. 

Vice, tho* *ti8 galUcised to ctr, 
But sure you'll own in eltber tongney 
Tkat 3^1! is gone when age is come. 
Nor can you choose another whole 
Than r/i(;^e, youth and beauty's soul - 

*' A poet! I declare/* cried Zeluca, 
wifh a pang of jealousy so acute, that 
fortunately for her, a degree of faintnes^ 
preveritcd her running into the fluent 
8arcasn:s that might have disgusted Wol- 
sey irreparably. She kept silence till it 
passed oij', but then raising her eyes to 
those of Marianne, (which beamed with 
gratitude to the benevolence that had 
averted from her, the contempt it was so 
paiiiful to endure) all her poignant jea* 
lousy returned; I never heard so elegant 
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nic the pencil, Mr. Wolsey, — Marianne/' 
«he pursued, her ejes darting arrows, 
^' jou can repeat " 

'*^No— no/' interrupted WoUey, cth 
louring, '' they are not to be recorded." 

*' I declare, though " cried Zeluca. 

But there she was stopped bj her 
mother, who calltd from the card-table, 
^^ Zeluca, my dear girl, ring the bell for 
sandwiches and fruit/' 

Zeluca suffered the significant look, 
that accompanied the well timed order, to 
operate as a check : she softened her 
poignant tone, but she could not resign 
the topic. Mr. Medlicott was announced 
at the moment, and she superseded all 
jests, and all enquiries on his protracted ap* 
pearence, by her eager volubility. *' Oh ! 
Mr. Mcdlicolt,** she exclaimed, *' you are 
arrived in a. happy hour, Mr. Wolsey has 
just favoured us with an extempore — so 
poetic — so witty — ^q elegant — so unlike 
mny thing you ever saw ; except in a book 
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of valentines, that we are all in exfasies. 
Miss Bessal)^ will repeat it; she is the 
subject ; but you must give it in French 
too ; Miss Bessaly, or Mr Medlicott, will 
not be a judge of all its merits/* The 
source of Zeluca's ironical critique could 
not bjit be intelligible to Wolsey, and in 
some degree compensated for an attack"; 
he was not sufficiently self-satisfied to 
parry; but Marianne's feelings were 
wholly painful, and in ber dread, lest 
Zeluca should absolutely expose herself, 
she would have answered something (most 
probably injudiciously in her embarrass* 
ment,) had not Medlicott preveiited her, 

*' Aye," cried he, ''shall we have Mr- 
Wolsey among the ' noble authors ?" 

Ah little fly, would tlat I 
Were thee, and thou wert I, 
But ever must thou be a fly, 
And I, Marquis of S /• 



Zeluca's laugh chorussed by every 
body, but Marianne, stung Wolsey ta 



d by Google 



MLUtA. 191 

the quicks and he abrumptly'exclairaed> 
''bj Heaven Medlicott/ I did not think 
you, who ^ave always a lying wonder at 
cbmmaod, would have sunk your talent, 
for a stolen lampoon^ in a jest book of 
the year &6. Your reputation as a wit^ 
has gained nothing by such a levy on the 
Musei/' 

Whether or no, Medlicott thought-*— 
as gentlemen are apt to say on the applica* 
txon to the word lie, under any gloss— 
celd passe lejeu, it was so much his oh-* 
Ject to retain friend^, that he made haste 
to give Wolsey credit for a fair retort. 
^' Very good — very correct,*' said he, '' I 
have almost put myself on a par with a 
certain .mushroom knight,- in a regal 
watering place. He gave — rU not say 
an elegant — a crowded ball, and ih^ 
xards of inviiation, directed the carriages 
to set down with the horses heads towords 
the Muse.'' 
- Wolsey retracted a smile, '^ if,'* said hej, 
^' you partook, or sought to partake of 
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the knigiiVs champaign, jou have no i%ht 
io that joke at his expente." 

Though Wolsey had barely got rid of 
Ifdr. Musters's caricature, and the pleasure 
it afforded hinij he was notaM^are tin^ 
his moral reproof was the result of 4)er* 
sooal soreness, and M^licott, hy no 
means wished to put him farther out of 
humour with himself, by proving his ex- 
hibition of an universal trait of self*delu* 
sion. He said, instead, with alacrity, 
.*'No, upon my soul, 1 never thought to 
partake of his champaign, or the more 
potent fluid, for which he is famous. 
ril tell you why," he pursued, in answer 
to Wolsey 's incredulous shake of the hew^ 
^^ I thought if I quizzed him to his face, 
some of the family might detect me, though 
he would not, for I knew I could not haya 
refrained One has no check from pify 
or justice, when an old fellow, on the verge 
of the grave, sinks all the jfeelings that 
ought to accompany old age in the moat 
ilespicable vanity, and low ostentation. ^ 
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'' Iltbink/* said Erdestone, '' Tf yoii had 
recommended this said vieillard, to td^Jde 
hittiselfmiaster of Sir William Joties, An- 
dfofnetcr; in addition t^ the acqufeitionl^ 
hfe wealth has lumped him to, it would have 
be^n a welcome quiz to thi6 family, uti'^ 
Jess they are as weak and vain as himself/' 

'^ Very good,^' cried Mfedhcolt, '' V\\ 
take your hint, and not reject opportuhi-' 
ties as I h^ve donte. As the preliminary 
to an introduction to hi^ house, a lady of- 
fered to introduce me to onfe of his grand- 
slaughters at a ball. I declined; but a' 
young dragoon of the 26th, with whom 
I was chatting, said it would prove a 
~ devilish good speculation, and accordingly 
be was presented/' '' Medlicott„'* said he, 
recovering fr6m his profound bow to the 
Demoiselle ; '^ Do you know how ta 
classify at a country asseitibly? The gra* 
datiou* are blood, game, and cocktail ; but 
I leave you to sort and arrange'^ — and with 
a wink he led, or r&lher suffered his part- 

▼Oi I* ^ 
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ner to draw him to her station in ther 
dance. 

'' That's your own Medlicott/' cried 
Wolsey : " Til be shot if the sentiousness 
of any one of the 26th, ever made bo near 
approach to wit. Faith it's excellent !*' 

^' Excellent !" repeated Zeluca> with en* 
creasing disturbance at Wolsey's returning 
complacency, while his deep oflTence con- 
tinued unatoned. '' Nothing like so ex- 
cellent as your epigrammatic translation. 
Pray, Marianne, do give it, don't let the 
compliment to yourself stand in the way, 
and alarm your modesty/* 

Sotfvenez.YoaB bien, 

Qu'un exes de yertu n'cst pas tonjours un bicn. 

Mrs. Delvayne rose from her scat ; re- 
gretted Mr. Medlicott had been detained 
so late ; and after hearing his excuses, took 
the opportunity his succeeding anecdotes 
admitted, \o desire Zeluca to fasten her 
bracelets, whispering, " Zeluca, this ill 
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humour is so newy every body will impute 
it to love. At least hide it from him," — 
aud then in a tone that eluded the attention' 
her. intelligible whisper had raised in- 
Wolsey, she added> '' for God's sake re- 
collect yourself: "you may be an angel in - 
his opinion^ if you will ; but, if he does 
not fed this is love for him, yon will 
be a devil t Let it be a refined display ; 
however, do not try to pique him by 
flirting with Erdestone/' — Then chatting 
with Lady Bridget and Lady Lucy, insist- 
ing on Marianne taking some wine she had 
just refused, and joining in a quiz against 
Mcdllcott^ she gave time to Zeluca to profit 
by her adjuration — ere the conclusion of 
the deal summoned her to the card table. 
Zeluca was, at least, brought to reflect, 
and, as through her side-long glances, she 
perceived that Wolsey, instead of direct- 
ing towards Marianne, the looks and the 
courtesies of implied preference, was in a 
reverie, she felt, that her mother's well 
managed whisper, had had an effect, that 
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the moment before, in the vengeance of 
her jealousy, she was scarcely aware she 
wished for; and presently raising her 
eyes, ^nd meeting bis, she returned him 
2i slight^ but comprehensive smile, and 
cfist them down. 

iBoth cpntinue4 silent, and were fa- 
vpred in the silence; neitider wished to 
bireaki while Medlicott answered a joke df 
€Aptain Cassenberd's-r-'^ No, upon my 
▼eracij^,! made my wiiy straight forward; 
in jfefit, I have no need ito force an en- 
timtce ltd ithe heiref^. I have a genei^ 
invitation there/* 

'' Tjhe Genera/ never gives any otfier/* 
laid Cassenberd. , 

'' Veryfeir," returned MedUcott, iiow 
a friend of mine, he pursued, '' was once 
placed in an aukward predicament, by a 
l4tdy determining to make an ingress ioto 
bis house. She was, unluckily, of the 
same name, and she tmced back Aeir 
frmtmil £tnce^iy, as she said, so signifi^ 
caE€y, Ihat be thought he must give her 
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mn iavitktion te stay a week. She of course 
was always delighted. She glorified the 
country extremely— the views — the scenery 
— the castellated ruins." '' But for that fine 
Castle of Manorbur/' said she, " I believe 
some smugglers have got possession of it; 
for, though I had set my heart upon it, 
I could not gain entrance." ^^ My dear 
Madam,*' said Jones, '^ is it possible you 
coald fail in gaining entrauce any where, 
if your heart was absolutely iet on it." 

*' Very well parried,** said Cassenberd. 

**^ Do you know how extremely rich 
Miss Emcotts is ?" asked Lady Lucy, with 
a tone, that implied it was preposterous to 
suppose Mr, Medlieott could advance 
pretensions in that quarter. ' 

'^ She is a Grecian too," proceeded Lady 
Bridget, availing, herself of the rare at- 
tainment to humble, those with whom she 
would have joined in quis!;zing it, if it had 
not afforded the .opportunity of retaliating 
thiB sens^ of inferiority,, she was so often 
s 3 
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made to feel '' Did you know^ Miss DeF- 
vayne. Miss Emcotts was a Grecian V"^ 
she repeated to Zelaca. 

" Yes, I kaowj but do net envy her 
knowledge/' 

'' Oh ! I don't say that/' observed Lady 
Kitty, with an air of profundky; '* not 

\ that lam a Grecian, but I think knowledge 
always turn to account ;" and ^e looked 

\ fuHat Marianne for a reply. 

'' Certainly, it is so considered," re- 

' turned Marianne ; '' or those who are best 

' qualified, would not be deemed moi^t ac- 

[ countable." 

" But, not always account — able," said 
Zeluca, and pleased at her pun at the ap- 
plause it drew ; and above all, that Wolsey 

[ considered it, as she meant he should, a 
reparation to Marianne — she resumed her 

[ usual self in company, except to Wolsey ; 
towards whom she exhibited a sort of 
reluctant accessibility : he was eith^ in^ 
experienced enough io increase by , conci- 
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liationi or so much gratified by ifs source, 
as to feel concession due to her, nnd pa- 
latable to himself. 

''Miss Emcotts is, howerer, very un- 
aflTected/' said he to her, with an inten- 
tion of making her smile, which she did, 
on pronouncing a simple affirmative, that 
formed a contrast, to the copious com- 
ments he had heard. 

'' To be unaffeciedy is absolutely the 
affection of the day,'' observed Mr. 
Erdestone. 

*' Exactly so,'* said Medlicott, " a 
has bleu of great eminence, gave me a 
specimen-; last week I met her at a ball,, 
and she produced a country dance of her 
own composition, for her daughter to 
lead off. Monsieur Galbrane^ was sum- 
moned from the orchestre, and she held 
np the notes, before him. The man sat 
by command, but 1 confess I was shocked 
at seeing Lady Queeaborough standing so 
stdttoued. I — I solicited, she stopped me.** 
^ Did not the great Frederick use to rise 
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and stand by his secretary's side^ \vhile he 
dictated to him ?" said she. 

Mr. Medlicott was proceedings when 
Lady Naglefort prevented him. She had 
no pleasure in Irooking over a card-table; 
and as she bad r^Hnquished her seat at it^ 
she drew near the sofa. ^' Really/' said 
she, "a riddle, and French verses and Eng- 
lish criticisms have struck upon my ear 
so often and so earnestly, that I am cu- 
rious to. know how a charade^ generally, 
classed among the lightest of recreation^ 
can have elicited such critical energy as^ 
I have heard. Pray what was it ?'* 

Zeluca coloured — Wolsey turned over 
the leaves of a music-book/ and called 
her attention to it. Mr. Erdestone shrug* 
ged his shoulders,, implying absolute 
defailance of memory. Captain Cassen^ 
herd tumbled over books, and drawings^ 
and puzzles, to seek the explanatory 
paper that was in Wolsey*s pocket. Lady 
Bridget and Lady Lucy were as much 
puzzled by tire solution^ as the riddle^ 
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and were therefore tongue-tied, atid Mr, 
Miedlicott could find no possible pretence 
for giving information, as every body 
kuew he was in the dark. Marianne, 
therefore, utterly asbamed. Lady Nagle- 
fort should remain unansw^ered, 'explained' 
in as fevr words as possible, that the riddle 
\fas in French, and that Mr. Wolsey had 
Englisheddt in the sol ution — ^' Because"-^ 
observed Lady Kitty, ^' Miss Bes£^ly said 
she did not understand French riddles, 
unless she could find them out in English : 
I confess^ I don't understand the distino* 
tion she makes," concluded Lady Kitty, 
adopting with Mr. Erdestone's words, the 
disdainful tone, and air that accompanied 
them. 

*' The distinction is very obvious to 
an incompetent French womtfn, afs I con- 
fess myself," said Lady Naglefort, '' with^ 
out feeling that shame at my ignorance, 
my young friends^ blushes proclaim/' 

The glowing crimson of Marianne*s 
cheeks was encreascd by the atteritiou 
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drawn to her^ and Lady Naglefort sought 
to make reparation for the pain her in- 
quiry had revived. '' I doubt/' she re- 
sumed^ '^ if I could not puzzle the ma- 
jority at-thts table^ by a question in pure 
English^ that in beii^ a riddle, ought 
to create a blush ; I hearil it asked the 
other day, how Methusalem ceuM be the 
oldest man, when he died before his father. 
The company found no elucidation to th* 
question, on being informed be was the 
son of Enoch ; and that, I suspect^ in 
the case here ?" Her ladyship paused ^ 
a reply.^ The gentlemen, by a shrug, 
or a smile, signified incompetence, Mari« 
anne w^ ailent, from a feeling. Lady 
Naglefort) observe(|, and thought, dH 
honour to her disposition and understand- 
ing : Zfcluca turned her eye on her mother^ 
whose aid seldom failed her ; but> though 
JMrs. Delvayne*s ready ear was instructed 
in her dilemma, she could offer no extrica- 
tion, and Zeluca muttered, '' how I hate 
iqetliodists," just as Lady Kitty ex-* 
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claimed, '^ La, my lady, what can the 
name of Methusalem^s father have to do 
with it; I'am sure Tve turned it all ways, 
and I can't see." 

'' If the study of sacred history,'* re- 
sumed Lady Naglefort was resorted to, 
as a new source of competition, it would 
be little beneficial. Religious reading 
unaccompanied by religious impressions, 
would be nugatory; but surely in this 
age of linguists — of artists — of musicians 
— ^mathematicians and historians ; there is 
something offensive to feeling, and reflec- 
tion — to say nothing of more serious con* 
siderations — in being unacquainted with 
the striking facts recorded in the Scrip- 
tures; nor, can I reconcileitto my ideas, 
that those who would die with confusion, 
at mistating a d^te, or an occurrence of 
modern history, should feel it no im- 
peachment of competence to be uncon- 
scious that Enoch v<ras translated into 
Heaven/* 

'^ Why surely !" said Medlicott, ''your 
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ladyship is transferring that ecerial^ and 
delectable exit to Enocb^ frona Elisba, or 
Elijah^ for the simiiaritj of naaie in tbose 
coteinporaries, always confounds me!" 

Lady Naglefort looked at M ediicott 
with freezing gravity — " Besides those/' 
said she, " who have the Bible on the table 
of a Sunday^ and get through a chapter 
without knowing one word they utter t; 
there arc men of taste — antiquarians- 
authors and plagiarists, who study it' a^ 
a composition of inimitable beauty. But 
it has become as much an habitual cus- 
tom to apologize, for the betrayal^ such 
knowledge, by giving/ a ludicrous tuPib 
to what, it is out of date t& hold sacred^ 
as it is for the meagre wit, to turn public 
worship into a jest, when the females of 
his family, purposely flatter his talent 
by persuasions, to give into def^rote« ex- 
amples to servants. I hate bigotry and 
fanaticism," continued l«ady Naglefort; 
^^ whether assumed by the hypocrisy, that 
makes moralizing a substitute for mo- 
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falttj^ or dtsplajed by the itnbecility that 
builds on ceremonials for the reward 
promised to virtue; but there is something 
revolting, in seeing all knowledge glo- 
rified to the skies — but that that brings 
us acquainted with ourselves, and conveys 
an idea that we bear in remembrance there 
is a Godj and duty and gratitude due 
to him, 

'' I have, more than once, observed Lady 
Naglefort," said Mr. Erdestone, ''^that 
you set your face against a g^itlewonmn's 
education in your own sex ?" 

'' I do not absolutely object to giving 
a gentleman's education to one of my own 
sex," returned La^y Naglefort. '^ Know- 
ledge will always turn to account, as I 
think I just now heard observed, when 
the heart is pure, and the intellect strong 
enough to derive from learning its legiti* 
mat(^ enjoyment/'. 

'' And prity ma'am, what are the legiti* 
mate enjoyipeDts of learning ?" asked Zo^ 
1 uca, subdujiog her tone.of jnock gravity, 

TOI/. I. T 
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ofr/Ixnig^ tbs'p&eisoing eye otJ^snify Nagl^* 
{Ml 

^ Tbcy do not consi«i; M 169 Dblvi^e/' 
gaid her ladysbip^ ^' in con^rertuig tibe 
dm^ngHToom iato a^ theatre wliere prize 
r^earsal^ are exbibtted; nw in trao9"^ 
ferrin^ the spirit otf an actresff into a fife- 
side companina. And tbat i» a^ spirit^'^ 
pursued her ladyship^ generalizing her 
remark^ ^'thatwiU^eachfbomihe drawing- 
roofla of a woman of fashion; to a Che(^ 
side Btmdoijr : the' smatteriBg and preten* 
sion of low life will progressively attftin 
ta competence in copying' the pedantt;y 
of the higher ranka*^ and then^ when know^ 
ledge will no longer^ give^ prt-erainence^ 
I expect Mie shall have a transition to pre^ 
eminent ignoranee, "which, yte all know, 
it will be in the power of fa^ioa to' render' 
xsfascinaMng, a^ the skill and science of 
ler present exaction ! But, if a proper cul- 
tivation of^the heart and principles were 
madathe^ ground work of education^ and 
kQ0w4ed||^ instilled toratis^wtrinsie worthi 
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aad adapted ^ tthe ^ttioB, ^mjpaoitjr «tid 
ulisyosfliiMi M]f tiie ipifpti, tbe tep^y ift- 
«(rae*ion vnrcrld ^gireiiie tight Mas to Ifibe 
tntellectoal facuitj^ pmiverted imicL *de-f 
graded by the bistrioiMPe tAap4wpB^ in 
urbich tt is itfae^ftahMi to see the triumph 

^ that the hacknied praise of mindit 4l^> 
tUcMo^ mis ^p i prMpr ig t ed ; iMftt is it be- 
CKUse its tindefinaUe ^fiiMice f^it« iiiM^ 
ditnte itnote to the nivconOdplioDS ^ 
•nap^tude^ and rthe aTM^aace of p«(»> 
«mi^ :ftat elegant aiaqCMsMioiit fi»e 40 bt 

^^ No; ti#r pTofomid attaemMntB/' ^m- 
tumed^r iadj^ip. ^' i wo«dd «oiiiy mk^ 
tbat mmd, ivJiile n?«n9lie{2^ >#^»e not <te^ 
graAed in Abe mutfmt fat general &i> 
miration — ^that is tiie irtitnultas to «tu<^ 
to the present ^era ; and thut^ where thft 
intellectual radiance does internaUy shiiiey 
the teart and iundervtanding^ Mpabld • of 
appreciating the gift 4>f natw^e^ «hoHld 
T 9 ^ 
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open to the £rst of sympathies^ instead- 
i^ suflfering approbation to be engrossed bj 
external accomplishments^ which neither 
necessary exclude or involve the first 
faculty of the soul/' 
\ ''It never can be overlooked^" said 
Erdestone^ '' at. leasL"' he added^ as 
if internally struck^ for any space of 
time. 

" One would wonder that it should^*' 
returned her lady^hip^ ^' yet I can be* 
lieve that proofs of intelligence^^ elo- 
quence^ and moral qualities, of the 
highest cultivation^ stand in need of a per- 
formance on the harp, to raise the pos- 
sessor above the vulgar, in the estima- 
tion, even of the penetrating and. judi-. 
aious; because it is recorded' by a pen, 
skilful in developing the natural and ac- 
quired bias of the human heart, never, 
perhaps, better displayed than by the 
judicious novelist/' 

'' At any rate, you will acknowledge, 
ma'am/' said Wolsey, *^that novelist^ 
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•or :1hmI im^tis> ^emrally make <fb« 
iln^isrite iiefoine |c«ep her <mc&fnpKsh* 
mMti persdueT* 

^'Ifm; iNid^die Irait k truly natimS^ 
if jDot^ emmptory. To be frndu^ed by ft 
WFvicwMe flriend^ and well exec^ed 
i^hance, is securing conquest without a 
defklcation ia d%tiity ; but eg^tkm/ 
practical i^ortitm, I «Hi»t ik^, for want 
cf knoXviiMg how blotter ^o express 4»y. 
seftf^ « stti^ psram^Mitit : aiid in tbe female 
clmracler; a^T^v^ wi41 1^ m, wliikft is^o 
predominatft in ihe m^, as to matke it a 
fidt ^ligeet with A mm, ^t hk wife 
riNtll ba<te ^eeii'-^M^, ^Aiall 6e in general 
request/* 

M«d4io««t amiied h^^^ of 4be p^tise. 
^ Your littiy$hfp% s^ii^tured are most just 
and compreheWive/' saM he, '^«in(Vfe <he 
atollt4tig 4M)p«e wliich ^Terawes a^ffstctory 
adailratioti. A friend isifiiaiib, i0 the trea« 
aury, who finds edn edition the cfeeapert 
wi^of proTidlB^Ver^tfughtors^ toTd me 
bis girls wouM noChaveii forium; but 
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from his own superintendftiiMy he kne^ 
they might boast of mind. I put the puff 
about (bj way of serving the girls) i;o. a 
jouDg baroD^t^ of £4^000 a*jear^ for whom 
it was intended/' '' They may hare a mind 
to that praise^" said he> '^ but they have 
only nacmory/' 

The card-table rose^ as Medlicott 
ceased speaking, and Erdestone^ lookii^ 
at Zeluca^ and the piano held up ^VWeep 
notr Her movemenl signified assent, 
but Lady Whitelock was peremptpry^ and 
her departure^ broke up the party. 

Zeluca instantly rung for candles^ ex- 
claiming, '' Thank God this stupid even- 
ing with the Whitelo<?k's is over !** 

Mrs. Delvayne had no agreeable obser- 
vation to make, and accordingly pro- 
nounced the evening farewell, glad that 
Zeluca seemed content to seek her pil^w, 
without a more copious expression of her 
feelings. Marianne was glad too, . and 
preserved, while undressing, the silaic^ 
•he always dreaded breaking, when %»- 
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lilo^'d Ussumedtaciturqity gave notice of 
beart-burniiig and displeasure. 

''W lengthy however/' Zeluta said, 
'' Mr. Wolsey, it $eenis, found I was io 
vtalk home with jou to-morrow morning ; 
tod he proposed coming here early td 
aeoompany us/ I did not say any thing 
to himi^batdo'nt be uneasy at seeing me 
set out with you ; I will take care and 
llip asidei awd leave you to a tete-a-tete/*' 

" Why, Zel«ca ?" asked Marianne. 

" Why ?" repeated Zeluca, with a laugh 

that denoted any thing but mirth ; '^ why—* 

when we rijceive and invite verses from 

^dntlem^ny we seldom decline confidential 

conversation.'* 

^ Zeluca/' said Marianne, impressively, 
*'you cannot be so unjust — ^)'ou will not,. 
I am sure, seriously say, that 1 either 
received or invited them/' 

'^ Not received them ! no," answered 
Zeluca, M'ith flashing eyes — " he did not 
give you the opportunity ; I watched him 
accurately^ and saw how carefully he pu* 
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them into his pockety for fear du^ shottld 
be claimed. Inferior to you/ at you t» 
doubt thiuk 1 am, I havebeeo rather liiore 
in the world, and can tell you, men <uhii- 
plimentto shew their wit. Aird, above all^ 
I would not have you put a;ny reliance on 
Lady Naglefort's cant— wlien she flatters 
you, it ig only to depreciate otii^rsfdn henr 
nephew's &Tour. She is the eompletest 
metfaodist that ever lived /' 

*' Not from any thing she said to night,'^ 
returned Marianne, ^* y^u told me so 
before ; therefore, I " 

'^ She is," interrupted Zeluca, " amottt 
odious niethodist^ and with all that com* 
mon plat^e morality, she would rather yoa 
should lose your soul, tlian gain her 
nephew — and she is a shameful, audacious, 
calumniator— and if Woisey— if she lAakey 
Wolsey believe any thing against me-*^ 

if she dares — I — 1 " and dropping into 

a chair, she biKst into a flood of <ears. 

Marianne could not see her teara 
without emc^n. To bee v^heoieuce^^ 
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her iwitabilitji — her determiDation at pre- 
emiilent suffrages she ' had been used ; — 
but the streaming tears she had ne^er in 
her life witnessedj^ bespoke, she thought, 
so much affection -for Wolsej, that she 
hastened to do away the groundless ap- 
prehension she thought H but natural 
for love to raise. " My dear Zeluca,** 
said she, '^ hovt^tmxt you bring disUirb- 
ance to yourself, by suspicions no one 
•else would entertain — ^you put a meaning 
on the translation of that riddle, ||iat 
occurred to no one «lse ; it was pur^^ ge^ 
Buine beneiM)lence, and cannot be inter- 
preted as any thing more, but by on€ in 
lave.'' ' 

" I know all that very well," replied 
Zeluca, jn a milder tone ; '^ and that if hC' 
m^tnt any compliment, it was to we- — to 
probe me — but I choose that others 
should know it, and not think that they 
relinquish him to me/' # 

'^ I am sure," said Marianne, '^ I ought 
not ta be included in the others, you al- 
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lude to, for I bav€ giwrl no ioken of 
believing it eiver ii^iil be ki n^ po^^Aiiittf 
lo relinquish bim. You nmstt see your- 
self—when Mr^ Erdestone actiiatlj np^ 
plied to me^ 1 was complied to say vthaA 
I did; and couM have no thought that 
W^ikey's f^y for my igtiMtncc^ or the 
contempt it brought on me« stiDuhl !haM 
teri»fiiated «o to gr on r (Wftoyance/' 

'' Fool and dojrt thaft I ^m V ttiurninmd 
^eluioa ; biAt unwiUtng to Mame k^tvM 
for her Ul^starred nummutxnei^^'l wo»^. 
der,^' said «he, with the Jkeen serulmF ^ 
<^os8-eKamiiiati0n# ^^ that jml cUd not ask 
me : I •could bawe 'wliispered ^li^ immI 
there would hare been no occasion lor 
inviting pity/* 

'^My dear girl^ did ^ you itt>t uHuke it 
a particular point \ shouM gue^ss .^^**^id 
you not apply to me three several times? 
so much so^ that I endeavoured to find a 
solution in someihing that would raise a 
jest against me, and should have fnizzled 
assiduously : in coBvictson^ I bad that 
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chmi kadnotMr. Erdestcme selected me ^ 
for assistance/' 

"This is the second time I observe/* 
laid Zetuca^ '^that you have mentioned 
Mr. Erdestone's selecting you. Now I 
should tell jou^ my dear^ I made it m 
point to let him know you was not merely 
a relation^ but that we wepe as inti- 
mate as sisters ; (for I am confidential 
with , you as it is possible to be) and 
be then said— ^he can be very polite when 
he pleases^ and more than polite — he then 
said, that he look, forward to giving me 
happiness, by evincing the approbation 
I had bespoken tor you. Now that you 
ktiow — ^thatat Ifeast, was a cm7 speech to 
me ; and I tell you, that you may prepare 
yourself^— not to impute a wrong meaning 
to'his civilities, when he does condescend 
to^wish to please, — I have proofs that h« 
is very comprehensive in his' assiduities:" 

If Marianne'was surprised to find' that 
3uch systematic devotedncss to Zeluca, 
was alreifcdy the result of 50 short an ac- 
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, quaintance; no sort of incredulii/ pre- 
vented her chiming in with the opinion, 
that excluded, her from all favour on ber 
owu account. " I could not/' said she^ 
*' overlook his disapprobation of me. — 
Till to nighty I^was not aware of the op- 
probrium attached to such deficiency^ as 
it is vain for me to attempt to conceal^ if I 
was go inclined.'* She paused^ but resumed, 
*'^I am sometimes tempted to repine at the 
blessings my grandfather's marriage has 
deprived me of; but, when I look to mj 
mother^ and aunts^ and see them excluded — 
robbed', I may say, of all that they had 
been previously taught to feel indis- 
pensable, I am forced to confess that 
the want of education I have no right to 
lament, •when as^Naglefort would say — I 
may rejoice that good principles have been 
so instilled, that it is at vfiy own option to 
be a respectable, though not an admired 
wonaan." 

" The admissiori of inferiority was ever 

the most efficacious soothing Zaluca could 
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ttcme, and b^ respecUtble woman was %n 
ispithet with whieli she could wiHingly have 
crewned erery beauty in the land. Het 
good humour returned ; she consded Mari- 
anne with the assertion^ that there was 
not really one edu^aUd girl in the neigh- 
bourhood till Miss Emcottjs came; and 
that it was ludicrous to hear the parade 
they made about governesses, when no 
body thought any thing but of the best 
masters. *^ And I atn sure^ my dear,'* 
said she, '^ Mr. Erdestone must be a very 
foolish fellow^ if he will not allow you 
to be handsome, because you are un- 
educated." 

Zeluca had a manner it'was impossible 
not to characterize as naivey when iH- 
humour did not mingle in her design to 
humble. Marianne laughed-^^* Well," said 
she, /' whatever he allows me, even if it 
is, the beauty of an angel, he will never 
allow it can have any effect on him ; and 
after what your letter told me, both of 
him and Wolsey, I was rather dwposerf 

VOL. I. 
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tvs^ who 16 qj» jioUte, i£ he is IH^ ^o «gffee- 

AfariagDie. 

Zelii€<a w^s so ugf^.jto receive i}m ccm- 
fissions essential to*b^ jealous ijbemper^ 
. and Marianne to make them, ihat neitber 
-ex^tly perceived Mariaane indirettthf 
fi^nified forbearame from all .^ttempt to 
interfieriB with the appropriation Zelaea 
more than hinted her &|inc(i9n for, in tbe 
pre^renqe of the tw<>^ffiei[i!cls ; and thus 
. thje r^liri%ui^hm^nt was disguise^ij nnule^ 
that av^ow^d sJie wpiiild' jbavis f^nsidered 
an insult to her charms and her prowe^. 
Sbe saw that Ma^iapne bftd no thought of 
t^ya^jflg those 6Qa5te(2 asi^i^pilties other 
girlsi would have disputed act hy act> as 
^erdy c0Wplitn€Mary, findj in thecklight 
of ber admitted claifus, she felt, and pr(h- 
fe^^jd satisf^tion in th^ attentions Cap- 
^in Cassenbeixi bad paid Marianne- 
held them to be more than superficial, 
though sh^ l^ejBself was not the al>}ect of 
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them, and gav<i nci oppiortutifty W MtirW 
aiine to disavow art idea tftat geerrted to 
her opposite' cast of thoug'ht absolutely 
prepofeieroHis, fi*OfW ow^ afternooifi\ ittttei^- 
cowse ; for she went o«i wHhout a pairse; . 
to iUus^ti^ns of her o^Vtv infl'iiieTrce, so* 
colou^d by the joint intertirixturfe' of hope" 
and jwlic^/ thM Marianne: cotfld only 
vw^der how 4he fcnowliedg^' of a few da^s 
should suffice rat^kmal beinigs- to* determine- 
on an union for life; and >?i^ould liave^ 
said as mueh^ had' she not, itt* waitings foi*' 
an opening*, been obliged', when ZelaicdL 
did' stop, to alledgeher profoirtid slecpinesis, 
and warn lier^ that sympathy iii ^Ai^r /ee?- 
ings could not ■ extend to* (he proof she 
gave, that re^t was not nccessnt-y tb 
a hea^t enamoui^ed. '' I thitik I must' 
decide,'* said Madanrtid, '' 6H\^ olvjects !**^ 
Zeluca had' rarely, in the conduct of he?^' 
aspiring politics, so long= a respite ft'ont 
feverish inquietude as she derived from^ 
the exulting communications, that had no 
drawback' in thedread of Marianne^s compe- 
v3 
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tition^ and when Wolsey entered the enlsuing^ 
mornings ere they had scarcely done break- 
fast^ he found her all smiles^ all fascination^ 
and all as harmonious as the lovely spring 
morning was favourable to the walk for 
which he had been stimulated to offer Atm* 
' ielfas escort. Cdwerby was between Dere- . 
borough and Spire^ half a mile from ^e firsts 
and a mile from the latter ; but two hourii 
bad elapsed when they found themselves stilt 
seated on the turf> wi^h half their destined 
walk to complete. They had gathered vio- 
lets, and sat down to recover from the fa- 
tigue. Zeluca had talked till she had in- 
fused into Wolsey the self-complacency j udi- 
' cious flattery ^rely fails to raise ; and then 
she listened in return to the momentou^^ 
nothings that mo^y be converted to every 
thing dear and delightful ;. nor would she 
content herself with simple incense to her 
feeiings: she elicited in addjtion^ t^hose 
valid compliments, capable of bringing 
honour, by circiUation, and then affecting 
ij^ec/ah'ow;, with infinite wWro, enli:^ted 
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him not tb f{f^ h^r with 4titldf$giti^o^i3f 
\ c€rraZ«erf«6o/cnc^ithatanrq)e<ftidni\vbiild' 
doom him ah enduring sxcaif^y \i4iitehefek 
applause ah>T^ due to het'ac/tftg*, and her* 
endeavours? to deliffktMml Singing WKS" 
then cabled in aMj^ an^ she garve Mm some^of 
her sweetest alrbi-sfitiiiukted to her best, as 
she said, by the nightingales— concluding^ 
wiih'SOm^fiircicalSg^lffler's^Wclfe songs, 
that would bttV€fMhit!i(^keda m^ifi^e refihed-mu- 
sical tast* than Wdlsfe^^s, though he' was? 
highly pleased by therii. tV^hen, having doncf 
herbesttoamnfte Him; sWe rnUiiti shfe said, 
amuse herself, and sudderiy springing, 
from hef «eat, With tk prbpositidn tocle^'the 
style before them, she effected^ it* with ss\ 
running jump, Wols^y started up too, 
and as Marianne could noti or would not' 
accept the challenge Ztliica gfevfe; sS* sW- 
^p^c^a^^'t^.^?* of a race, in which she t*6'irtd 
not but admh'e the^ grace, «o raWly disi- 
played in a female runhef, Wokfey, when 
he came up with her, relimplisliedi on-ht^t^ 
V 3 
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aerious remonstrance^ that remuneration^ 
a gentleman thinks is due^ on urging hi» 
indolence to what might be stigmatized a 
rpmping-bout ; yet he would not rise froni^ 
the hillock on which they had again, 
placed themselves for a victory, voiihout a 
Yeward, when she challenged^ him to tt 
renewed contest^ 

*' Very well, fnan ami/' said Zeluca,. 
^' then yoa shall be rewarded without a 
victory, I'll give you a scene of Parisot ;'* 
tod she exhibited attitudes Wolsey had 
Viever seen equalledoft* the stage, either iiv 
grace, difficulty, or display ; but which, at 
last, ended in a caricaturing imitation of 
an old maid. 

Wolsey, almost tired of laughing, ex- 
claimed, " You will repent this !" and 
turning to Marianne, said, ^' Who fs it f — 
I cannot, for the life of me, recollect the 
author, or the construction of the sentence, 
that upholds an opposition in temper and dis- 
position, as a propelling impulse to love^'^ 
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^ « 

^ I believe it is St. Pierre," answered 
Marianne, 

^' So it if. You read French authors 
then?" 

'^ I do sometimes puzzle out French 
authors/' returned Marianne, colouring ; 
'^ but X have read a translation of St. 
Pierre/' 

'' Do you countenance his maxim ?** 
asked Wolsey. 

'' Why, indeed, my experience is so^ 
limited, prone as one is to form an 
opinion, I can hardly say I have one.'' 

"I certainly think it," said Wolsey, 

''If I may judge," Marianne returned,. 
^^ from my cousin and myself, I should 
say you are right. My gravity finds a 
degree of enjoyment in her frolic and 
vivacity, that I think I have seen it fail 
to give the gay.** 

" O ! you confound love and friendship," 
cried Wolsey, energetically, ''I would 
allude to a passion, nurtured and deep- 
ened^ even elicited by a contrast, that 
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> in accidental approbation is immaterial. 
And, I repeat, I think St. Pierre is rigbt/*^ 
'' I at least am wi'ong it seems,*' said 
Marianne rising, " so will not proceed 
without Zeluca to back me; I shall ask 
her/' Marianne felt she was falling into: 
serious conversation, to which she did 
not consider herself privileged ; and 
preferred abruptness with Wolsey, to ^ 
wounding her cousin. But the manner 
and the timing of Wolsej's remark al- 
most mude her wish to caution Zeluca 
not to build determinately on his serious 
affection. Amidst great natural gaietj^,. 
and unwariness, she was convinced Wol- 
sey was capable of thinking; and the 
immediate turn of his thoughts looked^ 
to her ideas, unfavourable to Zeluca, 
and convinced her of what she had before 
rejected as fanciful, that Vies desire of in* 
gratiatiou Mas not so ardent as Zeluca's. 
She could for herself trulj^ say she put 
down the translation of th« charade to 
a feeling of benevolence — av^ deriving no 
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gratification to self-love or incentive ta 
hope from it, she did not see how it wa* 
possible Zeiuca could misconstrue the 
motive of a hint from her; but ere she 
had decided on the nice point her internal 
debatings were . interrupted by Zeiuca^ 
who rallied her first on her gravity^ and 
then on her sentiveness to an attack oa 
her aunts. Marianne seriously and im- 
pressively represented, that she did not 
implicate her aunts in the burlesque 
delivered on old maids, as she believed 
they never could be such an assertion ; she 
explained on an interrogatory from Wol* 
sey, by saying, they were prevented de-* 
tractiag from the 'merits of others, or 
repining at their happiness, (faults she 
supposed in which originated the odiun^ , 
thrown on old maids) by a consciousness 
of the agreeable qualities that exonerated 
them frotn endeavouring to raise tbem^ 
selves by depreciating others; and, above 
all, by the excellent principles that led 
ttiem to preserve their own conduct uur 
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sullied on all points of temptation^ of 
which their lives, to those who knew them, 
and would relinquish a stale jest, would' 
be admitted a proof. 

"O!** cried Zelu<!a, almost ani^j, 
though long instfueted in the steftdiness* 
witb which Marianne refused to sanctioir 
itfij calumniatiM of her attnts> " O how 
eloquent we are on this point always— 
bu t ■ ■ '* a«d she resolved to keep her' 
temper by tui'ning tbe'subjeet to the pur- 
pose for which she had introduced it— 
'Vbut I don't intend to carry a beau to* 
deriv6 benefit from tteir conscious com-- 
petencc." And her significant look at 
Wolsey denoted every thing that could* 
induce him to recoil froni an intrusion. 
Mdriaime, with unaffected ease, declaied" 
he would be a welcome visitor. But when 
Zeluca mentioned, with dismay, the de- 
parture from etiquette, in introducing 
single men into a family that kept no com^ 
panyr— and Wolsey, by his silence, seemed 
to uphold her sense of impropriety^ 
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JMaf ifinne eonceived her aunts would m- 
icessarily . be c<>pl> at what she was sur- . 
prised to find was an indecorum, and di- 
rectly agreed they should seperate at the 
little e^pse, that was only one field distance 
from her reliidence. Though they bad 
not tw^aty yards of open road ere they 
reached the allotted fields they lighted 
upon Captain Cassenberd. He dismount- 
ed to walk with them^ and looked^ Ze- 
luca thought (for she was a most vigi- 
lant decypherer of looks) as if nothing 
would please him better than to walk, 
home^ and walk in with Marianne. But 
. though^ in the first dread of Marianne's 
rivalship, she l^ad wished nothing more 
favourable than to fix Cassenberd on her, 
jet his voluntary predeliction^ while lier 
own toil9 elicited from WoUey nothing 
more than reciprocal tokens of prefer^ce^ 
raised the envy, but little requisite to 
stimulate her self-love to the arta that 
ahould characterize her the captivating 
charmer no man could resist, and no 
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woman could but dreads iu the Mnscfous- 
oess, that where she was, a le?er could 
only be retained by sufferance. And, if 
a flight qualm of conscience came across 
her, on her treachery to Marianne, her 
portionless cousin, whom she conceived 
all men would flirt with, but, perhaps, 
none other be induced to marry; (for she 
settled it Cassenberd would, from his 
Jiaving been once engaged to a destitute 
beauty y) she satisfied herself, that flirting 
was fair — that Wolsey must be urged on 
— and that there was no way so effectual 
as shewing him she was in universal re- 
quest. Accordingly she drew back to 
let Marianne proceed alone with Wolsey, 
under Aereye;— ^while, by every species of 
flattery, and badinage, and ridicule, she 
brought Cassenberd to enter into tbe flir- 
tation he did not wish for, in order to he 
able to signify to Wolsey, that a transition 
to Marianne was her doing. 

Captain Cassenberd, like most men in 
an ostensible situation in life, handsome. 
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tod weit comieeted^ had beenioo mit^ used 

to the flattery of the fair^ not to hel, at 

leasts the approbation of the woman he 

approved, necessarf nurture to a plant so 

. exotic as love in the breast of a man of 

the world; and Marianne chatted with 

Wolsey without directing one glance at 

him. Marianne would not have invited 

Cassenberd into the house after what had 

passed^ without previously understanding 

from her mother and aunt^ to what degree 

she was to put a restraint on a natural 

impulse of hospitality ; consequently^ as 

no secret inclination taught her to feel 

the value of a three minutes compiunica- 

tion, she cast not one look back to repay the 

Vexation with which he was endeavour* 

ing to repel Zeluca*s congratulations 

on having/ at lengthy fallen in with her 

cousin, after having kept toafcA for her all 

the morniog. 

^'Upon my soul/* said he, '' I have but 
ibis instant mounted my horse^ I wat 
Toil. I. X 
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in the ^u^ty\ road/* 

'' Oh ! the road — ^^the un^Jfoictunate^o^d !*' 
pterrupted Ze)uca> ludicrously. '' If wi^ 
is^d but entered on ^t a little sppner^ befoi:^ 
yoa had wearied jourself out of temper 
on it— but \fe shall take leave ot her at 
this C9rii^r.' Iwill, on purpos,e to give 
ypu an opportunity of seeing her homCj 
and then she must ask you in — Oh« I shall 
tell her she must— riu this anti-Oroondat^ 
^e, airs " 

" Really/' interrupted Casienberd, be- 
ginning to think that Marianne's relativei 
Oieant to nbil him, or that like a vain 
Inexperienced girl^ she had, from a few 
civil speeches, represented him a pro* 
f eased lover : "really/* said he, with a 
flpeer,^^ you seem to suppose I am coming 
a courting to Miss Bessaly^ and upon 
my—" 

J' Soul/'- said Zeluca, whimsically: 
^ia was v^bat you was going to say — 
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•*XJp6n my soul, I w4nt to fcome ft courting 

iTeithout having you (o prroclaim it to aA 

the world/* Well^ I woirt say a word;. 

odIj^ that a dragooh in love— ^that deat 

Unconquerable creatut^ c«m^ererf;-^ii- 

invigorating !—*inspires ia Atfpe/-^'* Welt 

but I waht to see you mount your courser,^ 

liie contimied, in a tone that implied i^^ 

terest in him, and nothing' but him* 

*' Come, I will see you mouot him. How 

tinlike this creature i^ to Golonet €hart« 

for^d^s griol grey— this is a classic steeds 

'»— a swe^ Inx^i Lord^ the ereatiire cad 

almost flirt, I protest ; look at its tosa-^ 

look at its eyes — ^you taught^ him, t 

know. — O Marianne, Mariiirine ! she sfadA 

give ybu up to me for a day-ptomlse! 

♦—promise,'* she repeated irf a lower tori^^ 

lis she observed Marianne 'add Wolsejr 

waiting for her at the appointed cornei"— 

''promise — or, 1 will not let you jom her 

now?" 

" I promise myself to j6in you, and 
only you!" ejaculated Cask^nttSrd; and 
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Wolseyj caught by the gallantry of the' 
tone that drew his attention to the speech 
lie distinctly heard, naturally observed^ 
that Marianne wag going on a/one, though 
Zelvca saidj, at parting, '^ My dear girl, I 
can't bear you should proceed on by 
yourself.— Well/' resumed Zeluca, in a 
Toice Wolsey interpreted as highly resent* 
ful of Cassehberd's neglect.—'' Well, I 
shall wait till I see her safely landed on 
the tl^eshold. Aye, I see how it is/' sh^ 
continued, looking at Cassenberd : ''you've 
heard those aui^ will eat any man alive, 
unless Marianne presents him in the shape 
pf a spouse — prayer book in one hand and 
parson's fee in the other." 

Cassenberd took note of her remark^ 
and Wolsey looked round to see if he 
had safely escaped cognizance from the 
windows. 

'' OV cried Zeluca, " if I must cut 
out my conduct by pattern, and have 
prudence, and thought, and foresight 
Qtaring me in the face at every tiirn, an4 
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putting whibi^ impulse knd feeling out 
of countenance^ I Would Ibeg (he loaii^ 
Captdin C&ss^nberA^ of' tti&t chain hy 
which your i^ateh is sukpeiid^ round 
your fleck,"* (6h6 jogged Wblse^) '' and 
twining it found my own, convert avulga^ 
into an elegant eiit, ^nd ' silspend myself 
frotn this very tree ! But I, thank heaven, . 
inay d6'fl;srHke, in proof of which/' she 
whispered Woliejr, , v^hile Cassehherci 
made a very gfitlant compliiiietit, '' 1 «halj 
setld this gttiiUxxiin otf.*^ And accord- 
ingly she ssfcid to Cks^enbefd that^he must 
take shelter iii the fields : t>ut she directed 
WoUey t^ ^0 /r^l, that she might ac* 
complish the style tk demoiselle ; znii in 
the m}fltrte hi^ ohedleiice dfforded her, she 
iwA to Cassefiberd, '* W* must go by the 
fields-^Matmma promised to meet us ; but 
ealt ^t home — 1 have the sweetest song ; 
trxA ihy ^ing^, my Psyche'ial wings^ shall 
v^dft mii as <;[dickfy Us iou^ bay;''' and', 
tiien.she darted ftfter Wolsey. 
x3 
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Cassenberd^ if he had had an incliiia* 
lion to ride past Mrs. Bessalj's^ felt he 
shoyld be detected^ if he was not found 
At Spire ; apd also felt disposed to repay 
in kind the douceries that flattered his 
ranitj. 

. Zeluca^ in her walk home with WoI« 
0^7^. appeared a different Being. She was 
all seriousness — so touching and compre- 
hensiye as to render her feelings perfectly 
understood ; when she said^ on reaching 
home^ '^ Do come in^ I am in no humour 
to entertain Cassenberd — and mamma's 
favourite must not be offended/' 

''Will he be here?" asked Wolsey, 
with no little alacrity. 

^* I don't doubt it ; for he c6uld have 
no reason to interdict himsdf the natural 
oiyilitj of seeing Marianne home^ but 
the determination to torment me* I am^ 
however^ as determined I will turn him 
over to her ; for we shall then both be 
pleased.^ 
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^ What does she like in him } — ^what't 
en him, perhaps/* said Wolsej. 

'' No, no/' returned Zeluca, '^ it is*nt 
his coat, with her, I am sure. There it 
no answering for tastes; I confess, I 
never was so surprised as when she ac- 
counted for not noticing things, I thought 
must have struck her last night, bj saving 
her attention was directed to him/' 

Wolsej^ was doubtless surprised too, 
for he followed her in mute silence ; but 
witnessing the apathy with which she 
performed the song Gassenberd could not 
but ask for, he assured himself that her 
taste was not so unaccountable as Ma- 
rianne's, and that he need not dread ft 
gallant who had nothing to build upOn 
but his own assiduities. 
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CHAP. Yh 



Some, minds are temper'* d happi^^ and mixi 
With such ingredients ef good sense j and tastk 
Of what is excellent in Man, they thirst 
With such a zeal to be mhci they approve^ 
That no restraint can circumscribe them more 
Thantheyihemsehes^ by choice, for Wisdom"* tiak0y 
Nor can ejtample hurt them.^-'^-^OowrsB* 



ZeLUCA little thought, that after an 
intercourse of maiij ^eeks, she should 
find herself, with regard to Krdestoneaad 
Wolse)^^ precisely on the s^une ground 
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•tt which she stood when she first hear^ 
of their intended sojourn at Grejstone: — 
namely^ possessed with a determination 
to captiTate both, and marry one, with that 
determination still to bring to fruition* 
Both of them admired her — both found 
her an invariable resource — ^^both raised 
her jealousy by .occasional visits at 
Cowerby ; but through the representation 
of Mjarianne, both were acquitted of 
other meaning, than passing cordiality. 
By accidents Zeluca could not control, 
they had first been introduced at her' 
cousin's ; and the easy good breeding of 
Mrs, Bessaly and the Miss St. Qrrs;, 
naturally^ produced occasional repeti- 
tion of visits, she put down to Marianne's 
account at every recurrence of them: 
wearied and tormented even luer placid 
enduring temper with charges, insinua- 
tions, and implied opprobrium nX every 
dis<^overy of the slightest intercourse of 
civility, of which she had not been spec- 
tator and spy. Though ^eluw was^ in 
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many respects^ similarly situated wtfl 
regard to both the gentlemen^ shefouod 
this material differeDce^— that Mr. Erde^ 
itonej^ie/e^to her allurements^ and Wol« 
tej met them half Way. Yet she wai 
forced to put Wolsey's greater Actessi* 
bility down to natural tefmperament 
rather than preference ; for he was pro» 
^ortionably more friendly and social wittt 
Marianne. She perpetually suggested 
her additon to all their parties^ public o^ 
private — drives — walks — or visits^ whilt 
Erdestone, commenting^ neither on hel* 
presence or her absence^ and wholly un» 
interested by any other pretender to his 
favour, gave Zeluca to hope, that if 
Wolsey protracted the declaration, Mr*. 
t)elvayne, as well as herself, became im« 
patient for, she should be able to revenge 
his detestable in^ensihilttjf, by triumph** 
ing in a match higher than he would ever 
become; and which she came to COU"* 
iider, if he died before his uncle, would 
leave her, Mrs^ Wolsetf, and a very nur 
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importitnt person. Jane St. Orr occa- 
iionally went to a public place; but ex« 
cepting a chance relaxation of that kinder 
"was shut put bj her complete domestica* 
tioo from observation of the effects of 
M&^i&Dne's perpetual intercourse with 
Mr. Krdestone and Wolsey ; and could 
therefore, onlj on conjecture, warn her, 
ber own heart was, in all prohahility, se* ' 
ceding from her fmn profession, while she " 
was called upon to watch and sympathize, 
and take note of the fluci nations of her 
cousin's. But Mrs. Bessaly immediately 
acquitted Marianne of bestowing unso* 
Ucited affection ; and Miss St. Orr, jua- 
tiiied her intimacj at Spire, as necessary to 
render the dullest home a young person 
ever experienced tolerable; and she did 
•o, by quoting Jane's own reprobation of 
ten^i/e adherence to rules adopted to make 
girls of consequence by keeping them 
back. And - as Marianne, herself, absor 
lately abjured the visionary idea of at* 
tackling either of those who would de-^ 
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Mcend, in making choice of her sciecn- 
pHshed and comparatively affluent cousiq, 
*-~Jane felt herself so completely ifi the 
minority^ as to refrain fr6m exposing h^ 
sister's misapplication of her maxims^ and 
contented herself with a sarcastic con* 
fession^ that Mrs. Bessaly must be right, 
in sayings Marianne never could volun- 
teer her affections: because^ Marianne 
was her daughter ; and that it was im* 
possible repentance or regret ' could 
ensue from an intercourse the most dan^^ 
gerous to be conceived for a young 
girl; because^ Eilinor could question 
and examine^ and cross-examine her 
every hour in the day. And thus she 
gave up the point with the less repug* 
nance^ perhaps^ from observing that 
Marianne's character was in no degree 
altered : that though she exhibited for 
Captain Cassenb^d none of the fervoup 
of approbation liable to the appellation 
of love, she never^ by any chance^ gave a 
hint of repugnance to assiduities toe 
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obvious to escape the impiitntiod of de« 
cided pr^ferenee ; and that she was equally 
pleased at accepting Lady Naglefort^s pro- 
tection to a balt> after Mr. Erdestone had 
put an end to his visit, and Wolseyhad 
quitted his uncle to pursue his profession, 
as when they were there. No contrast 
cotikl^indeedi be stronger than Marianne's 
slight mention of regret at their departure, 
and the disturbed^ impatient^ reproach^ 
ful acrimony with which Zeluca com* 
mented on the dreary change their ab* 
sence occasioned in every habituated en* 
jojment. But after the first eflTervescenc^ 
of angry regret, she took her mother's 
hint ; and, instead of giving scope/or jest* 
on a vexation derived from a deeper dis* 
appointment than the intermission of casual 
intercourse could cause, enlarged on the 
day of their return, significantly appealing 
to mempradums to specify that such and 
such days both would have engagements 
in town ; and assuring every body Mr. 
Erdestone would repeat his vbit when 
roL, I. X 
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Wolsey agiiio csim^ 6fmn, as if A eonqiMl 
lYith her retired c^rtainL what might 
liave passed for coinpliinentarir assumnce& 
lady Naglefort's watchful expectation of ^ 
l^^Isej's declaration kept pace almost. 
ynMh Zeluca% with this difference^ that 
]K>pe and disappointment were reversed 
in the anticipation of a result neitli» 
could com mand. Lady Naglefort declareiji, 
and her nephew believed ti-uly^ that it waa 
npt a higher match she wished for^ but 
fof a character of more sound virtue than. 
Zeluca could bdast; and she professed to 
be able to, judge candidly, though it had 
CQme to her ears, that Zeluca characterised 
her a methodist; for she said she did not 
feel sore on the intended stigma r she coa? 
ceived it attached to the theoretic pie^, 
imputed to the sect; but was certainly not 
applii^ble to her in the case in quesUon^ 
as, she belie ved> she sbould.be able to bring 
Zeluca to apy profession of faith to se- 
cure Wol$ey> while she advocated a sense 
of real religion in a wife^ in place of the 
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fake Usmmjpttdh ahd fatuUy cdritempt of 
it, ibat'mhke iBilhioit an equal divfsion of 
ilmfildilid. Ac^ ^iex(^rcT£^ her critical 
pdweii 60 dfecttiliUy ih Wr strictures on 
tbe exetlient education Mrs Delvayt\e 
Irad the pratse 6{ ^ihg her daughter, 
that she dfefayed, if she did tiot finally 
avert, that irei^illt Wylsey gaVe no promise 
cf abitnA»^n^, b^cfctise he j[iistijied his 
attacbmetit, inasmuch ks be dedared it 
hh him qViek-U^hted to feults he still 
cohs&defred i^emal, and 'whteh li?e bc^ieVell 
ike could ii^^<*e Zeluca to amerid, oiv 
at all erents/exert s^lf-coftiriiftnd to endUrk 
Wfeetbeff Lady N^ef^t had A view td 
€^Hi* het hfej)hie^'s friend on h^r iide, dt 
wished to eo^vey a hint td Mm to mo 
derate praises of Zeliiita'^ 4kleuti and a(> 
^domplii^nbehts, that acted a^ incentites— 
whe!tiiter Wcfhey felt them as rit^aUhip 6ir> 
Mpport, she almost iiivariably niade feei* 
repiiesentatioAiSi befoi*e Mr. Erdefstoriej 
but not till he accepted Sir Feregrineli 
jftVittttidli 10 accompany Wdsey doiffi 
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on his next vacation^ did she for a moment 
dwell on the idea she observed Wolsey 
could not get rid of— that be loved, though 
from friendship^ or from pride^ he in* 
timated not the slightest intention to marry 
Zeluca. la her first surprise at his pi^ 
meditated determination to renew bis visits 
she could not but recur to bis uninter- 
mitting attendance at Spire; but she re« 
collected that the love of music was^ in 
Erdestone, a passiouj stronger than she 
thought it likely be should ever feel for 
any woman. And when she reflected^ that 
at three or four-and-tbirty^ he was still sin*: 
gle, in opposition to his father's wishes-^ 
either through constitutional apathy^ or a 
fastidiousness |[iot to be satisfied in the ex- 
tended and splendid circle in which be 
was sought as ardently as in her rural 
neighbourhood— she set it down for certain 
that he was precisely at that intermediate 
age^ when a man of understanding, 
thought, and cool radicated sense of su-^ 
periority, rarely falU into entbusiasti^i 
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ibvi. And bfebbmin^ i^lf-asiuted, thit 

Zdufci'* pfefei^te fbir Wdsey would not 

be itjiv8lidMed bjr Erdei§tonfe patting^ ihtf 

pnedbtntndnte t>f tt higfigr ambition tor 

the teet, ^he iiiM kept ht^i* eye iiriatchfutly^ 

mid afDXiottjUydtt her, yet not malictoudljj^ 

Of tMitefottslj^, b<it with ft vW t6 fii dt' 

ievo4c^ ttie Opinion ghe fell it incnmb^nft 

on het to discard, dr td retein, 6n good 

groundi^,/ Its its hoped for influence oti 

Wolsey gttve htt to fee! the temporal 

bippiness <rf two ybung and atttactite 

bteings, might; fo^ i long time, at least; 

depend on it. Btft, with fill hel- det^n^f^ 

n^fibn to be candid, she found nothing 

but fair caifsfe to be dissatisfied witfe 

Zekica. The nej^t in Consequence atiS 

personal pre-feminente to Erdestone itrtd 

bis handsomer friend, succeeded^ to thifif 

distinguishing attentions she had bestowed 

on. them, and excited the same intrigue 

and coquetry. N^ content With conterf- 

ing Mr. Valcrest into her shadow; artd 

fttimplating all Wha looked at Iter ^ttr 

y 3 ^ 
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eyes of approbatioDj to atlempt to rappktirt 
him ia her &vour^ Zelaca directed all her 
eflbrt to wean Captain Cassenberd firom 
the preference of Marianne he admitted; 
yet not in malice to her^ (for she really 
felt towards h^r all it was possible for 
aach a disposition to imbibe of affection 
and kindness) bnt because she began to 
fear Marianne^ by marrying firsts would 
be raised above her — would have the en- 
creased opportunities o{ attaching themen^ 
she classed among the accessions to hap- 
piness in the life of a young married 
woman ; and would^ perhaps suddenly^ 
excite new sensations in Erdestone and 
Wokey, if they greet her as an aflSanced 
bride — as one more desirable than herself^ 
from the circumstance of being selected 
before her^ in addition to beauty that was 
certainly pre-eminent. And she passed al- 
most more restless hours in planning to de* 
feat a desirable marriage for the ^eing she 
loved best in the world after Wolsey, than 
she hiid employed in endeavours to secure 
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kioa.^^ Captain Cadgenberd was^ a decided 
partizan of Marianne's cast ©f beauty; 
aiid^ perhaps> from the bias of native taste^ 
rated Zeluca's below its fair right of 
comparison: but, such being the* case, 
though he would; like all gallant men/ 
accept her challenge to flirtation^ he 
would ever again revert to Marianne with 
undiminished approbation. Mariamic 
was sensible of Zeluca's designed levy on 
his attention, and great^s were the privi- 
leges, she admitted to < he self-deception 
of her self-love, Vould have encountered 
the altercation, that must have resulted 
from the slightest hint of blame, by point- 
ing out the glaring dereliction in her 
practice from her exactions^ had she not 
been deterred by anticipating the hanter 
that would have imputed to her inordin-- 
aik lotic for Cassenberd ; and she congra- 
tulated herself that she had left her the 
merit of selpcorrection when she observed 
her desist 'altogether from her alluring 
piquancy. Marianne was by no means 
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awikte that Zeluca'a relaxed altlsnttiiM^ 
proceedfcd from a more efffectU^ mode of 
alienating Casscnbefrd : but the ftct v^m 
when she found she could aiot atchiewr 
the triumph oi atlaehmg hiro> »he c<»- 
fined herself to deUthinfr hkn frata hot 
coUsin>. cimtenting bierself that »he mewok 
cmly for a time, and ttat eventually sh^ 
would s^rve her essentially. By a thdui* 
sand minute and imperceptable hints, the* 
led him to knbthe the mortifying coii* 
viction, that those points of attraction oo. 
which he piqued himself for securing the 
wiffrages of the 4a<lies, Marianne held at.- 
too subordinate to deserite credit And 
she could so insinuate her inferencci?, that, 
very often in Marianne's presence, an idea 
S^^% convey^eA 'A\i& imbibed of which she- 
was wholly unsuspicious ;: and Casscn*- 
herd had so far seceded as to make her> 
believe her aunt Jane was right, and that. 
unsubstantial, capricious love ^was alt? 
that unportioned women o tight, in prur. 
denc^, to make up her mind to expect^-^ 
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When he entered one morning with some- 
what more empressment than his conduct 
had lately exhibited^ and with Zeluca 
bj his side, who whispered, " I have 
brought you your refractory beau I** 
-Marianne, however, was incapacitated 
from drawing conclusions from hia man- 
ner, or her cousin'^ in>plied service ; for 
scarcely raising her eyes from a letter she 
held, she greeted them both by an- 
nouncing the expected arrival of her 
brother, with a transport and emotion 
too sincere, and- too attractive in her 
lovely face not to excite sympathy in s 
heart disposed to sympathize. And Cas** 
senberd proved his was by the flattering 
curiosity his questions denoted. • 

^^ Oh y answered Marianne, on an ent 
^iry into her brother^s health, " he *hu» 
been but a very, short time in st bad cli- 
mate : be 8ay» his^ native air will removes 
any slight ailments he may I>ave con-* 
tractedv. O I if he was^ coming over for 
ilia hoaltK.that^tbat I consider atiuh^ 
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looked for bles»iiig^ ^muld lie-^-wotiU 

be " and she burst inWtears. Cht* 

•eoberd rose. Marianne rose too^ in dee^ 
confusion^ at the embarrassing she cooh 
ceived would be the €ooseqttefice of what 
be would consider an ill-tinadd quMtion-^^ 
and was never more grateful thati to jSe^^ 
luca for averting aH apology and cx'- 
planation^ by taking ber arm and.requbR*'' 
ing an inspection of he^ green-house 
plants. Zeluca's aim was not to remove 
Cassenberd's embarrassment ; for in truths 
she only saw such emoti6ns as convinced, 
ber^ that^ but for her presence^ anexpHoit 
dctclaration would have put an end t4 
that effectual mtevference, whicb^ from 
being first ashamed of^ she had coma 
gradually to excuse-r-to justify — and^ at 
' last^ to feel all the angry passions 9ih > 
tending a defeat at the thought tif being 
foiled in ; and she resolved At wenM tiot 
leave him betund ber^ whatever : ebgage^ 
m^ts she might break at home by delays 
in » s^ent. ^^ciikatk^n sIdk tomptoB&isedi 
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w^hef oonseience> that itahe might but' 
keep off tiie arraDgement till Wolsej came 
down, she ^ould then let matters take their 
course; and as for that hope^ there seemed 
much foundation — her judgment on the 
ifist mode of proceeding ^as unshackled 
by alarm ; and when Captain Cassenberd 
joined them^ she put several questions to 
Marianne. that gained her information of 
a youth, who would^ at leasts be a con- 
venient flirt; and proved, to both her 
auditors, aflEoctionate solicitude in her 
cousin's solitudes; and then to avert the 
danger of tenderness and languor^ with a 
tmnsition very natural ta her love of 
raillery^ she quizzed Marianne- on her 
idolatry of her brother^ and told Cas« 
seoberd: that was a privilege all her 
friends took, because it was not a thing 
to be denied. 

'^To.bc denied, it certainly is/* said 
Marianne^ ^' I ' * 

*' I told you," interrupted Zieluca, '* she 
would -say it was not adoration: now 
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Captain Cassenberd> you shall judgc.^-«^lo 
the first place^ she nays^ be id handsomer 
than herself?" 

" That I deny/* said Cagsenbcrd. 

'' Very true> so do I, on the strength of 
f/our assertion. Then she says his mind 
is as highly cultivated as his person is 
inunitable*" 

'' Which I can beiieve/* said Casseu* 
herd. 

"Aye— taye, simply, both ar6 super-^ 
excellent; but will you say it is impossi-^ 
ble neither can admit of ornamental ad* 
dition. Now you must know> though 
I do not absolutely say a man must feel 
when he comes out of a counting-house 
into company that he is not in the pays 
de connoissaneCy yet I do like the pro- 
fessional polish.. But, oht when I sug- 
gested, that if he had been in the army, she 
cut me short ! — I remember her very words : 
she said that he had noloccasion to adopt 
the embillished exterior that among the 
.military was the attraction f>i the man.'' 
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. Captain^ Cassciiberd made na replj^. , 
Zeluca went on to, another subject; and 
Marianne, engrossed by thoughts of her 
brother, oyerlooked his deep offence.. Ze^ 
luca.had omitted all that was qualifying in. 
the opinion Marianne had given previous 
to an acquaintance with .Cassenberd ; 
consequently, he had no scope for con- 
sidering himself one of the exceptions., 
that even,, in ipeaking inadvertetitly, she"" 
had adnjitted, and wOuld in politeness, 
have enforced, had she been as quick as 
he in referring from her brotlier to him^ 
self. But she wa» not : a^d after Zleluca 
had kept her voice going for two minutes 
with the aidaf an occasional monosyriable 
from bef auditors. Captain Cassenberd 
rather abruptly withdrew. But Zeluca's 
pleasures, were never unerabittered by 
tbe .wearing solicitudes she brought on 
herself. Though Mr. Erdestone did return 
with WoHey, and Wolsey saw her the 
fallowed favourite of Mr. Valcrest, (the 
most affluent and coveted man in the 

YOL. I. z ^ 
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iieighbottfliood) and though Mai^iaiiiit 
bad onlj the credit of Captain Cassenberd^a 
slackened aUentipns^ jet she was at-^ 
tacked bj an evil more formidable^ than 
that she had so treacherously manoeuyred 
to avert. Miss Emcotts renewed her 
^isit at General and Mrs. Serle'^s^ at ih^ 
identical time of Wolsey's return ; and 
Mrs. Serle gave a ball on the occasion ; 
and at that ball Wolsej^ who abominated 

. Miss Emcotts, danced with her twice* 
It w«s in vain that after the first ebullition 
of wraths Mrs. Delvayn^ represented that 
coDMnon politeness might have impelled 
bim to so slight a eompliment; she de* 
clared she knew^ from the difference of 
his behaviour to herself, that liad^ Na« 
glefort's endeavours, and the splendour 
of Mrs. Serle's patties, had influence in 
rendering Miss Em<^otts agreeable io 
him ; and that though he might profess^ 
with truth, her wealth did not weigh with 
him, yet those agf^cmens, resulting from 

. bet wealthy would gradually blend sa« 
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tisfBCtio&witli her idca^ and lure him idto 
her toils ; an4 she represented^ that not 
otilj to undermine Miis Emcotts, hut to 
be cliassed oh an equality with the rank 
and splendour that was flocking to them 
for the races^ it would be \^orth while 
to give a ball too^ list the post be what 
ilwouid. 

Mrs. Delvayne Was in disolay ; b«t 
impelled' by the prudence and the pride 
that had always rndde her a ready pay- 
mistress/ she opened her affairs entirely 
to Zeluca. She stated^ that the frc- 
quency with which they received com- 
pany, although substituting social com- 
fort foi* splendour^ had already/ together 
with Zeliica's estpensiye dress^ exhaustled 
ttie fruits of previous economy ; and she 
judiciously and skilfully went into minu- 
tias, to prove that nothing would more 
strongly discredit the idea of her having 
a genteel fortune, than tokens of inhos- 
pitable thriftiness to bear otiA ill-judged 
z2 
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profusion ^and reports getting about of 
niipaid bilh. ■ - , 

Zeluca was easily made sensible of the 
joqlhful thoughtlessness that hiad rien- 
dered her insensible to such disadvan- 
tages ; and sh'e instantly disclaimed a wish 
to encounter them; but, with the insatiabk 
selfishness of gross indelicacy, she said 
her mother might have recourse to her 
principle in the funds to defray the ex- 
traordinary esrpense in question, and yet 
give her the jglO^OOO on marrying 
that was always utiderstood to be her 
portion. - 

If disgust, for a moinent, betrayed 
itself in Mrs. Delvayne's countenancCp 
sh« recollected that inexperienfced in 
pecuniary foresight as Zeluca was, she 
scarcely calculated so nicely as ' to be 
aware she was devolying the penaWtes of 
excess on her, by a more rigorous re- 
trenchment than it was possible she 
'should render effectual. She said so. 
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and likewise represented thxt^ she should 
itill be forbed to make knovHi^ dn' ber 
ijbamage>; the erentual diitiinution- of 
fortune that \h)uld' dimifiisfa her ClkiA 
to a settlement; \ 

But\ Zeluca' would not admit the 
cogency of her arguments^^shci would 
riot yield an atom of bar request. She 
was half offended thai Her mother h^ 
brought in the wdrd retrttding whcfi 
flSettlements should come to be discussed ; 
mid more than half insinuated 'ber x^thet* 
was vety selfish to think of the sltcriflce 
she was called upon to make^, nOt mtff djr 
fo^ the plt^asure, hut tht welfare of an 
only, daiigbter; professed to be ev^ 
thing: and finally, by ilKcreasiii(g di*- 
turlS^ance and vehetnence— ^by insinuations 
that madfe Mrs. Delvayne ashamed of 
refuting^ — that she was, in the fir^t in- 
stance, ' ashamed of her daughtfer's per*- 
son^lity in requiring— -by apprehensions tif 
^me desira*ate act- of impropriety if sbi 
was opposed^and by tliesway of ec&iftt^te 
a 3 
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in the speculating eclat no univer- 
sally adopted^ Zeluca "carried her point; 
and .Mrs. DeWayne, adding another ta 
the QiiDierous examples^ that it is onlj^ le 
premier pas qui conte from the most 
venial to the most lieinous encroachment, 
* agreed she should also exchange the pony 
for an expensive horse, on which she might 
be proud to shew her horsemanship, as 
well as flatter Mr, Valcrest by accept- 
ing his tuition, and thereby multiply 
the opportunities for compleating her 
•conquest — a conquest both mother and 
daughter were anxious to complete. 
Zeluca not only looked to Valcrest for 
power effectually to pique Wolsey, but 
she considered that his devoirs would 
give her consequence in the eyes of the 
male acquisitions at the races that would 
do away the disadvantage of an accession 
o( female beauty, with novelty to recom- 
mend it, to those she had so long been 
toiling to fix. And the possibility of 
gaining a captive, higher than any sh« 



d by Google 



ZELrcA. S59 

had yet aspired to, was so agreeable to 
her soaring temper, that she often called 
o?er Wolsey's dilaloriness with the an- 
ticipating triumph that proved^ however 
little she was aware it-^love for him 
would be subservient to the pleasure of 
convincing himhe had hesitated /oo long.. 
But after she had required Marianne's 
participation in her delight, andiuch aid 
.as her native taste, unassisted by experi- 
ence could afford in suggested decoration 
and splendour^ she catne to recollect that 
a more desirable ball than Mrs. Serle's^ 
from the circumstance of timing it to 
detain those who would otherwise adopt 
their stay to the public amusements, 
would Feaveher, if it did not secure her 
a brilliant triumph in more humbling in- 
quietude for Wolsey's decision; and she 
internally regretted she had wrung her 
mother's consent out of her, by declaring 
the effectual reeal of Wolsey depended 
upon it. Yet too insolent and vaunting 
to utter her apprehensions of Wolsey b 
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•0eces8ion, she endeayoured to find vent 
for her inquietude in reprobation of 
Miss Emcotts indelicate treacherous at* 
tacks on a pre-engaged heart, if nominally 
a disengaged man. And to the soothing 
answers of Marianne^ not to distress hcr- 
« self or depreciate him by the imputa* 
tion of aq^ ititerestednesa that was not in 
his nature^ she replied, acrimoniously; 
that it was not Wolsey she did suspect^ 
but it was the malicious hatred Lady 
Naglefort had always shewn her, because 
she was too open to become one of her 
• fcanting sect. 

Marianne beheld it an invariable system 
to charge an offensive difference of opi- 
nion in any individual^ on a serious warp- 
ing of the mind .of some description, so 
generally repugnant as to be a slur on the 
offender; but sbe would not suffer the 
unlawful liabit to pass in Zeluca, be- 
cause it had the sanction of common 
pratice. She contendied that Lady Nagle- 
fort was not a meibodist in the doctrinal 
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sense of the word^ and that in its invidi- 
ous lightj il was utterly inapplicable* to 
her. 

'^ Well/MntelTupted Zeluca^ '' she rnay 
be a Mahometan, if you- pkase, bat I 
swear she is a methodistical one; forWolsey 
himself said she made her own prai/ers: 
and' you won't deny the under-hand 
tricks of General and Mrs. Serli^ to cook 
up a matdi for the pfedintic gawkey^ who 
has never yet been able to purchase one ; 
for it is she vf\io pai^s for these balls, 
and will at fast, I suppose/ bribe Wols^ 
to take her, evil and all, for the amends 
.of X'7,000a-year/V 

'' The evil !" repeated Marianne, '' till 
this jnoment I never h^ard a word of it." 

''No, my dear, she don't put it about 
with the same vigilance she does her ac- 
complishments. But, however, she cried, 
'^ if Wolsey sees at all, he naiist be dis- 
gusted v^ith such glaring eflforts to nail 
him." 

Marianne vvas silent, because she b«^ 
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lieved it not the Hgbt time to point out 
to Zeluca the different light m whidh* rfic 
viewed the same conduct in herself ^nd 
others. 

But the silence that implied"- disserit 
Zeluca rarely suffered; and though she 
sometimes forced Marianne into relisoning; 
. by which she owned herself convinced^ or 
into opposition that irritated^ jet as o<^ 
casionally (if concessioti inyolv^ onlj 
personal conTenience) she produced ac- 
quiescence; she was too much bent on 
depreciating Miss Emcotts not to endea- 
vour to g^in an ally in.those meannesses of 
rivalry and hatred^ she must bring Mari- 
anne to own to be pardonable before she 
required her to back. Accordingly she 
renewed her intemperate condemnation 
4>f Miss Emcotts^ ending with '' Now do 
you yourself thinks my deir, she has re- 
turned to the General's at the identical 
time she knew Erdestone and Wolsey 
were to be back/ without a design upon 
one of them P' 
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^ fiuft, Hij dear Zeljuca/' returned Ma- 
rianne^ ^ when I sometiines state my 
i;frondef> anA, may I say^ my disapprobation^ 
of what I'term inyeigting a man out of 
his hearty you tell me all girls dp so — 
that there is no ^$ourc0'but to do so— 
that it would otherwise be attempting 
to pass naked through an armed world — 
that I should hate done so if I bad not 
been tutored by a parcel of women, who 
having; been worsted rn their skirmishes 
with their cotemporaries^ have taken to 
virtue all forlorn. Now ff this is true, 
on your system. Miss Emcotts must be 
defended, though, oh mine, she is con- 
demned ; and in sober seriousness, X can- 
not understand how you can arraign her, . 
and invariably couple Erdestone and. 
Wolsey as your own ui^itouchable pro- 
perty. JSoth, she may thinks you ought 
not to appropriate surely, if Ijjpu tbys 
condemn her attempts on one. v|. 

Zeluca's eyes flashed £re. ^^ If you .ci^ii;i 
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whatever is the lubjf^t, but turn it on 
the impropriety of my engrossing them 
both/ you do. You never sefe VYhat all 
people besides see^ that they choose to 
be engrossed. You never, see those 
minute attentions it is so easy to call 
nothing, and iaipossible not to feel eveiy 
thing. You represent that I make love 
to them with . barefaced imprudence^ and 
that by so doing I can hardly overcome 
their, repugaainee. Y&u don't play to 
them I know— nor sketch a caricature, or 
a likene,ss for them — nor accept their 
iavitations to ride. But would you, if 
you could? You dress very diiTerently 
from what you did when I first knew you, 
Aud though you used to be such. an ever- 
lasting walker, since Mr. Erdestonc and 
Mr. Wolsey have been brought into^all- 
ing here, how many days do you spexid in 
the house, that formerly you would have 
thought it a hardship to be confined iu ? 
i fancy if it was fairly put to the test, I 
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do not laj myself out to please mme— <- 
only differentljf from you ; each of us^ 
in the way suited to one's talents/' 

'' Zeluca^ is it possible you can be so 
unjust ?" said Marianne ; *^ and you will 
endeavour to degrade us both and justify 
the sarcasms that are launched at the inh 
terruptions it is alledged men e?er prdve 
to female friendships^ when there is. not 
a shadow of riyalry between us? For you 
will^. I am sure^ allow^ on one moiQcnts 
reflection^ that you do not sufp^et mej. 
directly or indirectly^ of inviting notice 
from either of them. For my dress^^ I^ a3 
well as you^ should think it wrong to 
subject my mother and aunts to sacrifices 
I know they voluntarily make to the 
utmost for me. I am as rigid an economist 
as ever I was ; and being so^ I am not 
ashamed to own I pay more attentifn 
and devote more time to ivgr wardrobe than 
I used when I never saw any company /^ 
And coMinued MaromnOi *^ I believe you 
I yourself brought Wolsey into this houm^ 
TOU I. A a 
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Ml. Mifv fMttUme drew vay tmft 
EUinor «A t booM Jtao» ImO^ N^gk^ 
fbrfB; Mid tfs ^m my^mxi ^akw^ him 
in ; kt(t i well ifl Mw mb cr ti% foimd 511% 
iMid Mri. IMfi9nie» Md CMSMbisird^ mtA 
WoiMy> tbe iftt «kM> aH hete:' 

gduoi, iMtead ^ putiiag h» jA^ 
iH t# Ibe oeMmtal peneGntre lfa«t« hn 
iNdiKsd WoUqr^ said, Mf subdMd ami 
BHNPe ttMLA balf a^liaflied, '' Well, mf 
46», ffms 9om» caus^ ^t 0Aer, you liaya 
«MMi to be iiM»e than balf your life 

^' Yoa are Ae oawe/' Mid MBnaamt, 
«4MI i w<alk leM, MUd am mare m "dm 
fli#dc«i wMi my "flowcirth. SUFi^ly you are 

fUb wMi <3iai crt>efd , i^icb you ne^cnr 
ilfMl we> IliMgh tii5 atmls ^em y9¥k me ; 
«a il^iliMil^MilPtU^idto^ 
do^^ l Hd ^Tf IM, W WiH lie ; and 4baee 
a»a tlNM^ilfU i m^iM arl atty Mctiice 
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" {Km^\ mj 4ev, ht «auM'nt now \" 
^almnai. Zeltto*,; '^ tMQoi and diMgcNl.'* 

*^ Tk^ Mw, Mdo«ik" olMerMd Mmmnmk " 
wiA ^^IweM; " I kmam iktA U km 

1 4tn T«c]r oveful Iw «lnR *ot ianptcl^bal 
I awk hi*." 

/*Ii0t4 wli«i «ii inMgwMiQpi" «a«A 
Sekioti^ e«^r to t a t u O mm Ifhrtaiwtft 

aiWj ^necwich on fato bva; '' Ji« #|>eltr8 
ta ine to Ibe lMflattii% aetfaiat in Jmal^ 
ttchnent" 

Marianne said, gravelj> " I Iub "Hk^ 
gted tbat is a point idmat vliiah I tm 
indttfBMMit. What 'in«tte sC au^MMi 
u4 ttetare IrovM lia iMve wXaaifcai* 
<ne if i bad truited ally hq^fimn ia tiu^ 
vtfcrey of 89 caprieiotts a bcng>'* 

'' Good Lord> my deai^ htar aiK»« 
lous!*^ cried Zeluca, sttettlated'by iMft 
■atwal d^otioBi to compel ft« ftee 
dioiee in Afatkme that totm^tiai Imt 
viahas : " I declare ]ie6ple kAuljgt tfaata' 
Aag 
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fldtes in i^iidemniDg their friaids for 
^^r own faults with most unaccoutit- 
Me Mlf-deception. Before you take me 
to^task for an harmless quiz — ^before jim 
wooder at the harshness with which I 
judge ctftain inditiduals^ correct the 
se?erity which leads you to decide a m<n' 
capricionsy who ts universally adimitted 
one of the best natured^ steadiest fellows in 
the world : ask e?ery creature we know.'* 

^ No ; I am satisfied it n^y be his 
gteeral diaracter ; I believe it is; but 
I know I have found his conduct an'ex^ 
caption/' 

^ You don't mean to say/' asked Ze- 
\uc^, in a tone so dictalorial/that Marianne 
would hit ve been disgusted but f or be« 
lieving it resulted from the eatneatness of 
real friendship : '^you cannot mean to be 
so mad and foolish to refuse CasseAberd 
if he asks yoii ?" 

• ^' Many .and many are the warniagtt 
our sex have had/' replied Marianne^ 
*' to wait for the touchstone of affection. 
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^tm thi^ ytAMmieftr the Tefiwal m Aequoit- 
iyndsd ineoBBifteiitiy reTokad when Ae 
power jof acoeiMaBce Mffivet. Bfit if I 
Juiow mjeelf ftt ail^—if ny jMtioas eeiM- 
tbMeiid Belif^aiqpiiries hate At illbimi^ 
ne jwquiuBted mtk my o«b . nature^ I 
may assert I aeWir itoald niarry«iikQ m 
Bay man I did iMitliarougUy »rld eatteely 
fetpect; i Ci&aiA much aaomr unite i^* 
aelf te mie 1 4^1 isxt lonre l^ 

Ma«iy strciMBstaiices hetd <gmviBfifA 
«ZeIitca^ MariiUDe's was n latnd of the 
purest delicacy ; and such hfiia^Ahe fiaie> 
her laat imertiein ooaM lu^tiMit .li»9^eak 
Ja 4te9LTt:tMerbf uiiacfiiaitited niitk ihat 
fassiott tbaturendeM the hktm Tthoughtiftf 
an :iiiiio«, StiC /wiih a bdoibedj^h^ixsi, 
iiarleM add abhorcent Biit &liitiidid 
sot^m faenstlf'tMieio think ;^r if she 
did^ it waa not weimicikahle tc^ inr fiedi- 
iBgs to ftiiink Mariaane iraa m fteof^t ttnd 
wmhee disengaged^ and sttU bpm •to im- 
hibe a ppefeoeMM d^emight eommmnifimlg. 
imd .lAough jshe beUe?^ lAe iuA 4»b% 
AaS 
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her own. maRoeuTres to change with raiV 
ing the distaste to Cassenb^nrd Maiwine 
evinced^ she was irritated with her cousin, 
instead of self-ccHidemncSd, and with a face 
glowing with scarlet^ she tauntingly asked, 
^^Now Marianne, do tell me that I may re- 
Toke my own expectations : is it at Erde- 
stone or Wolseyyon mean to set jour cap ? 
Which do you mean to elevate to the pos* 
session of such an aggregation of accom- 
plishments ; which is the one you have 
been advising me to give up — not for 
Miss Emcotts, but yourself}" 
: Marianne looked in her face, and be- 
held indubitable proof tiiat insult vms in 
]^er intention as in her words. She burst 
into^ tears ! — '' Oh ! Zeluca," she cried, 
*^*!iow lamentable is the bias of your 
nature^ that induces "you to hairrass, beyond 
endurance, those whom you love, and 
whose affisctions you are secure of. From 
a thousand causes you are dear to me: 
gay, and rich, and prosperous, you se- 
lected me in despite of obscurity^ and 
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almost penury. We became reciprocally 
attached before, I believe, your young 
heart was alive to the power of the one 
^x to create sensations, that in an in- 
verse proportion loadf you to class 
all, every individual of s the ptiier as 
rivals and enemies. The momentary 
insult of- passion I can endure^-the 
. tyranny of jealousy I feel pardonable 
in you, who, accustomed to prevail, 
cannot be expected lo tolerate the 
slightest efforts to detach Uie homage you 
have elicited. But when you descend to 
charge me with a designing, collusive 
misrepresentation of my principles and 
feelings, with intention to dupe and con- 
travene the enjoyment you have cpnfiden- . 
tially declared you derive from havin^g it 
in your power to choose between two de- 
sireable men, you stagger with my grati- 
tude, niy confidence in a friendship that 
seems to me utterly irreconciliable with 
such degrading suspicions!" 

LongbefoM^ Marianne ceased speakings 



d by Google 



173 '%%iMiUk. 

Zeloca endeavoamd to hide the emotioM 
she excitecl^ bj letting her fiice <m liie 
firm of the (s<^ ; but at the word graft'* 
tude, a fiiint sob of remorse and momeft* 
tary companctioo escaped her, and .ex* 
cased the silence she preserved when her 
cousin might have faiiiy expected a reply, 
for her emotion was all svfficient wli^ 
Marianne, who became half rqpentani 
at causing pain to oim^ whose ,<6;7^j»^* she 
charged on crud indulgence, and she ten- 
<terly pursued, '' our feelings are ijot in 
our own power, though no temptations on 
earth would urge me to undermine .or 
deceive yoii. I might have become at- 
tached to one of thoi^ men innocently-*- 
foolishJy— preposterously— yet still inno- 
cendy. But, I bless heaven, conMku- 
tronal calmness has preserved me from a a 
attachment in which I should have boen 
«o fearful of developing my folly and dis- 
tressing you. I am aa unprejudiced 
sedate looker on ; consequently, to ike 
Jbestof myiCapaclty^ a dear sighted one ; 
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and therefore should often have advanced 
an opinion as aJiinttayou^ badi not so 
dreaded the misconception of your tena- 
cious feelings." 

To self^ and self alone, all Zeluca'» 
excited sensibility reverted at this speech 
of Marianne's. " Surely I am not tenaci*" 
ous when you offer me your candid senti- 
ments/' said she, eagerly ; ''you know I 
am glad of a hint always; I might reject 
it if I please : what is your opinion ?" 

'• Your preference seems' to me so 
nearly divided between J^rdestone and 
Wolsey/' answered Marianne, " that it is 
not possible to wound your feelings^ I think, 
which ever cause I advocate, then unlike 
you, I conceive Erdestone the most attach- 
ed of the two— 1 mean to say most seri-' 
ounly." 

Zcfiuca interrupted her> ^ '* seriously — 
seriously — do you suppose that-—*-!" 

Marianne interrupted in her. turn. She 
had entered on the subject,' and was re- 
sohed to brave the effects of an affront 
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to Zdaoi's dmrns. ^ Tbe tratli is** sail 
riie, '' I have taken ap an kka> (hat t\ro 
men coaM not preterite aa iaiiaittte coittial 
frieodsliip^ knowing that each had teimi 
dkaigm on the same wooaaa. It is alure 
aMiural lo suppose UMtt the siightear fn* 
ferenoe, or mere voktile feeliiigs of the 
least tfenacsoos^ giTes way te the deepw 
attacfament and stea^r qaalit«es of tiie 
tBMt pelmvering; that the lea^ skoisttim 
secedes when he sees it is essential to disi 
peace of the other to admnce/' 

''Oh} how often does it happen/' tried 
Kelute, ^' that friendship, afl sdblisM iss tt 
is, fades away before id^ !" 

/^ But their friendship does aot faie 
away/' returned Mariantie ; !' formferiy I 
have seen or fancied some little pique; 
but now I cannot fancy that they are qot 
perfectly and inyariably c^>rdial/* 

Zeluca coloared ; but the fact #as too 
obvious for denid, and she otdy said, 
'^ Supposing I am to be sacrificed by one 
of the gentlemen to his friend, I do not 
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lee vAj I imy Ml wp^os^ of Wctsqr 
jMl wboft yoti do of Ec4e»tDiie?^ 

^ I have tJtoly twd reasons/' amwerdi 
Marianne^ '^ ior an opkrion ^t I hava 
eal^ fetely taken ap. Wokey has nevtt 
exhibited these tokens 0f predominattDg^ 
admiraiioR ainoe his return that be used 
todobe$dfe/' 

'' 0, that 40 Ws detestable aant/' in* 
tempted Zeluc» ; "^l ean pecalt bini^ IH 
•MwerftMpit/' 

*' If yoacan/ani'vfish to do it sa or- 
ietMy,*' Tetamed Mafiaane, '^ desist^ I 
eei^are you from tayiag yowaelf oat ta 
f^se Erdertoae «o assiduausly. What 
dcHic&rte laan can appiOTe such eoaduet ? 
eeiimdsr^ if yoa %hmM ^inmge flieta 

* ^*t do coMider — aadif Wolsey^ aflef 
all be bfas said ;--*-^-^No^'' cried Zelaca^ 
br6al?)Dg^ off wiiik sparklj^ ejes^ 4o re* 
some 4ecisWefy'^^ Nia ; ifyOttra#vioe4s 
to dis^M Bpdestone^ I ir^ll not ^ it. I 
i?{H bare Umas a resouMe: if WoIk^ 
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is base^ and infamous, and d^^stabW 
enough to be caught by the money that 
accompanies every thing he abominates 
jn that mass of affectation, that scientific 
antidote to Ioyo. — But you said you had 
two reasons — come Marianne/' 

'' The great alteration in Erdestone^ is 

my other/' said Marianne ; '^ and surely 

a Inost touching one. to the woman that 

has produced that alteration. I used to 

think his society painful; it gave you 

the feeling (except when he was listening- 

to music) that he wishedthe penance o?er 

of keeping up conversation with the party 

he was in. I do nof mean that he had 

the ippxcombry id effecting ennui; he 

alw^^ys appeared to be struggling against 

it But now he has lost his listlessoesa 

^nd his apathy — he comes to Spire, as he 

says for music; but howoflten does he 

forget his errand in conversation he not 

only participates in with alacrity, but 

suggests, , and abQve all, retains remem-* 

brance and resumes^ while at first, yoa 
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know be was so fashionable ag never to 
recollect what bad passed his own or any 
other lips^ the previous hour. Kow too, 
be is a spontaneous, attendant in rural 
walks^ to which, at first, jou coulAhardfy 
allure him: and moreover begins to 
take the delight in pictures of rural nature 
that can alone render country rambles 
interesting. In fact, the change in^ him 
extend to points that defy enumeration; 
and I can only wonder bow you, who 
li^ve created the alteration should fail to 
see the improvement. I confess it looks 
like a superior preference for Wolipey." 

'' But you . may be mistaken,*' said 
Zeluca, Ipsjng the pleasure derived from 
her admitted sway over Erdestone in 
vexation at the implied luke-warmness of 
Wolsey; '\2fou may be mistaken,'/ sbe 
repeated, with an indented brow, '' in 
your construction. You are not capable 
of judgii^ of a lover who are so literal 
as to stigmatize as caprice, what is the 
VOL. I. B b 
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«lbct of pique; I woald as iood tdktjfm$ 
opkuoH of whiA rasl ioiw is as ike Lord 
Olnfticdlor's on4he set of my boot/' 

** I certainly haw as little personal ex- 
pi^rieiiteoftlieoBe,'' saidMariaoBe^ ^"^as 
I sbould judge ke has of inierest ia 
tke other : so let iny opinion only serve^o 
iaeite your own obsenration^ and if k 
n^rely docs tiiat, and curbs the spirit of 
eoquetfy a little^ no haroi can be done 

by it" 

'' I !'' cried Zelvcat^but she broke off; 
ibr MtB. Bemify and the two Miss St. 
Orr^s entered to t^m froea a walk ; «nd, 
aa it WM evident their eotrante was 
SA iiltejrn]|H:ion^ Miss St. Orr apologized 
for Cttllitig off their attention fipom the 
4teMKtsAfle ihat stood before them. 

^' I sboyld eay Ihese toen stood as I left 
tlMm/' said Jane, unlesryoli judge these 
ladies hate ch^ls faees^ it^hii^h I hope k 
«Ot^^he ease ; for it ims aii aJtiom of all 
JKsktie friettd ^ nnoe/ibat atlbis ||;iitne 
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yxm despise the MtagoMt yon h^si, aid 
fta^ tiio$e }^j mhom fwk ar« bfoaten/' 

^' 0> I cannot ccmcdnrf^ thatt/' cried 
iCariaone^ " f vea in a mockified degree*'^ * 

Wihite Zeluca^ at tbe lame momMt, 
exclaimed, 'VGood God I i» it p#«8M»fe 
M^ ho4y q«a ^ve mn^Um ^ tufh an 
assertion/* . 

*' You liave taken it for ^anied^ I 
MiQ>-' ceturned Jane, imiliag, ^ thai I sm 
m^ .edf thosie ne&rioiis on^d^fi ; smilk 
ivhere K\m», fimA vt^ing a paatiiner 
becomes a passiop, m Iriidi I 4iiiiik jt 
applies : hut i meim no slw oa a ijcbest* 
player either. If I were tp. deeetibe 4ie 
^ame of life I would f^lcfrt tha apborism 
a«ffiy mofitto.^ 

"" Good Gad, Misa St. Ow \ ^Fhcn f^m 
-tistiak tiiat <every faoc^)^» — f-"^ 
* #ane interrupted Zeluca, «^^ No, Hit 
^erjr bodj ; I think ther« jtve ia few ip 
^k^e^^eU regulated fniods, A«fr0c2«ierttr 
Acijies and c9iet6inf9<akiiost at twHj ; (fcMT; 
canteEppt, however much vauated intiiMe 
Bb2 
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who are prone to its ex4iibitions^ seems to 
me a ?erj amphibious feelings partaking 
in its most justifiable self-complacency 
ot as much error as virtue) but we, vfho 
know the world, know these exceptions 
are very few/' 

'' I declare/' cried Zeliica, '' it strikes 
me as a most hateful maxim/' 

" So it does me/^ returned Jane ; " but 
to disclaim belief in it will not exonerate 
me from its application. At^ that rate^ 
virtue, or the praise of virtue, might be 
purchased very cheaply." ^ 

'' You must think ill of every body/* 
said Zeluca. 

^' I question if I think worse of my 
race than we all think of each other. 
But Ihavctno motive for varnishing over 
what I think ; the praise of candot^ 
Jwill forward no views of mine ; for that 
f)raise, therefore, I do not sacrifice the 
iruili which is so generally the purchase 
4if its convenient mask; yet trust me, I 
Am not censorious : I see merit' very oftea^ 
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«f|(iil gi w iidii& ciedit^ fi^hociver Mm4ii^ 
^$9^ff in dhe cbsfocter it ^bpigirtefig ; ^ijd 
believe me, in thpare who have no gatHe^tp 
9%, I sblBU nwer dUcesB thwt^ results of 
i^fmt And victory you bold to b^ so oradi^ 
at variance with the humanbeaft/' 

^^ i .do >niit ^psofe^ to bo qualified to^ 
j^tAetjvoAp an :argmBeiit with jmi/'^adi 
JSelttca ; ^' for I ^feel I wasft «ou(rage-*^I 
-awn J jun a little afraid* of -Miss Jane 

'' :^! h» ! batr Jaugbed Jate, ^i|ptigii- 

jcrtlly ; ^^jdfraifl, i|iid>yet^H dare te%iiie 

1 .asQ a IjTant i »Never yet wass -a wic^m 

ao {aii|<^ <at ease with ^an qppr^isor. 

fKttu tstand mi awe *#f me, peibaps^ 

my dear, and you woul^ willingly 

^nlimidctkB .me ^om eaciting a ^en- 

:sii^a tjomewbat^ fesemblifig fear, *yet 

^lung vise (from la ^ei^ridiffiirent «ouree. 

/But if (bdve<a great ^des&bof eouragetf nay 

iqtegrityas vinimpeaabable-^Mofi^t iBiad 

<^e 48tignu it^vaws pn^ne:^ , 

Bb3^ 
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'* You— I — I neter meant^'' satdZetuca, 
endeavoariog to steer clear c^ a repl^ 
that would oblige Jane to be' mowe 
explicit^ I^— /* 

'« Do you tbiok these are boi^ or 
ivory?'' asked Mri. Bessaljr, taking up 
the chessHuen. 

''Bone, I thiDk^** answered Zeluca^ 
gratified for once^ by the characteristic 
enquiry of Mrs. Bessaly^ that enabled 
her to turn the conversation she was U- 
liberal enough to impute to Jane St: Or)*^ 
as an ilUberal attack on her ; though, in 
truth, the personality attached to the 
sign^cance with which she transferred 
disgrace from her conscious appropria- 
tions of the maxim to Jane's repetition 
of it. 

Little as Zeluca was inclined to pro* 
tract her stay where Jane St. Orr made 
one, she had the thought to continue in 
friendly chat, with a view to dispel that 
seriousness in Marianne, which might 
liaturally produce questiM^ from Miss 
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St. Orr, that, withoi^t any breach of 
faith ia .their coDfidential tete-a-tete, 
would render its Stubject palpable ; and 
having succeeded she withdrew with cus- 
tomary tokens of g:ot)d/ wilK 
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CHAP. VII. 



ITe who kaih bent him o^er the dead^ 
Ere the Jim day of death isJUdf 
The first dark dai/ of nothingnen^ 
The last of danger and distress^ 
Jnd marked the mild angelic air^ 
The rt^ure of repose, thaPttherey 
The fixed yet iender tracks, that streak. 
The langour of the placid cheek. 
So coldly sweet, so deadly fair, 
fVe start'-for soul is wanting there! 

'Lord Brnov. 



iCiELUCA accidentally met Wolsey 4n 
Tier way home from Gowerby, and im- 
pressedj perhaps, by Marianne's opinion^ 
evinced a degree of coolness that arose 
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froiA real disgust* : Wolsey bad come 
from Spire where Valcrest had permilted 
himself lo continue in momentary expec- 
iatidn of Zeluca's return (who was one 
hour after her appointment to ride with 
him ;) and Wolsey, from vanity or from 
love, from a desire* to mortify one wlio 
would avail himself of the renunciation 
of3!^luca he might fairly think he had 
power to make; or from a desire to judge 
whether that power did belong to hinu, 
still protracted her* return by assiduity 
iksit unsought had become rare; and 
by an implied solicitude^ that while it 
re-invigorated all her hopes, raised a cof- 
respoQding dissatisfactioa towards Ma- 
rianne whom she. condemned with tii^ 
alacrity to judge ill, derived from Jier 
own heart, and not from insight into 
one she traduced. She never once, took 
anto consideration the possibility of 
transient cordiality in Wolsey, whom she 
herself had rendered a flirt in his own de- , 
fence; nor did she call up any circHm-* 
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stances tbat migtrt mklead IMarmime in 
coHUDon witk ber rac^ iiKa »ii errowoas 
judgwent. Bat she deeuied ibat Ma- 
rianne's udshes hwi.sioaft. taipelled ber 
optr.ioa ; far the more she rejected 
tbe more she iraf atsnred sbe Wl m* 
cervedpro#fi oi wtgud from Wolsejr of 
a more definite casA tiian Ekdestowe had 
«ver bestowed. And deciding tip^s tbat 
faet^ the did not see th^re vm/B stiil an 
existing ^possibility of Wolsey^ ^Mtm&S- 
able poeferenee, heeaissQ sbe ptfyaitted 
Marianne's <ifnniain to be decwx^ in im* ^ 
:pu4ing to her the change in JErdtsaiom, 
though the same appearaaces tnigirt faaie 
resulted iron a mind awakened to aMafih- 
flsent, by ai^ of the Tarious feraales irho 
iCouried Us apprabatioo. But then^ 
trusting ta Mariaime^s being rights dm, 
aaw only that sbe was xorong in her inter* 
rpretations of tliose fluctuations in Wolsc^^ 
that in their apparent srersatility^ com*, 
^ehended a policy the most €0^pliniea« 
tary« For the fitst moment she despised 
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tile impractised frigiditj that had misled 
]M[arianne; the next she charged her with 
the baseness of pr« "aediiited misiate^ 
ment, and, bj d< grr t. iVJarianne's d( sign* 
on Wolsej became more torm<^nti»;g to 
her than Miss Emcott's, while the possi- 
bility of setting her aside was so much 
easier, that she was resolved not to have 
two ememies to guard against at that 
ball, on which a declaration from Wol- 
86^ wasr among the tritimphs she could 
not make up her mind to dispensc^ith 
but on the event of a greater. Marianne 
was not to partake in anj of the amuse* 
inent of the races, but at her cousin's 
ball^^it was an understood thing she 
yras to be present. Yet no sooner -did 
disinclination to admit her sway Zeluca, 
than disadvantage upon disadvantage 
crowded upon her mind~she would 
he a novelty to those who had criticised 
at the public assemblies all the beauty 
they had held[ to be brought forward : 
ber indigence under the libelter of good 
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society would be no hiadrance in caliing 
efi'fjoni hex the altenlion she was forced 
lo fr< 1 due lo superior beauty; and Wolsej 
and Erdcbtonc would be more particu- 
larly iinpcllvHl io kiudiit'ss and considera- 
tion lo '!,/ f ;,1. \.)iii;o; and lovcly female 
desriucd to jiceii; »i lu .t season of general 
gaiety. Gradu.' .^ aud discontentedly 
these facts made their way to Mrs. Del- 
vayne, who, ever ready ai:d serviceable^ 
directly suggested, that she^ thought Ma- 
rianne had behaycd with great unfriendli- 
ness, in not taking greater interest in the 
arrangements for an amusement her ge- 
nerous friend and cousin looked to with 
such delight " and on" that hint 2^- 
luctt spake/' after staying away from 
Cowerby, contrary to usual custom, she 
went, prepared to signify a ianniing 
charge of neglect in Marianne that 
should induce her to decline the pending 
festivity. And the revocation of an ac- 
cepted engagement she intended to make 
the grounds of a superficial or lasting 
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resentinetit as events should fall out. . She 
entered the usual sitting-room with ad** 
mitted familiarity^ and finding it empty; 
pursued Marianne into the garden^ from 
whence she returned unsuccessful and im- 
patient ; so impatient^ that she harely suf- 
fered the servant to give an affirmative io^ 
the enquiry, if she vv^as in her own room^ 
whither she went with encreased velosity; 
But the pereniptory accusation, of feigned 
anger and real disgust died away into 
an enquiry of actual solicitude at sight 
of Marianne. She was just recovered' 
from a fainting fit, and to the question 
of what could possibly be the matter/ 
silently put a letter into Zeluca's hand/ 
which she observed wsls directed to Miss 
St. Orr ; tind with eager curiosity read, • 

" Madam, 

V A Grentleman (Mr. Edmund Bessaly) 

in the Vestal, Captain Rankin, landed 

from America last week, reduced by a 

rheumatic fever to n state of perfect help-; 

TOL. I. CO 
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I^Mpesf . ly the Mr» md ll^i«dQ^tt of ^ 
d^itiuB aqd pMiMffSFs b^ vaa lodged in 
mj bofiif^ wli^P b^ hat e;iperi^ficed tbe 
grcttest care^ and had the be^ medicid 
amsteacf , Through his fever, exeq^t at 
iiiter¥44» he has Iretained the perfect we 
#f his taoaes, and accordingly we obeyed 
his coQimaiid^ not to open his trunks 
or desk, trttstiag his Wishef would be 
Mali9ed> and he w^ild be able to comr 
maod the use of his hand sufficiently to 
vrit^ a few line* hin^f> and tbeipeby 
iuve his fawily the alarm he laid they 
wiMild otherwise feel. His iac^easing 
^angei;^ however^ made it necessary ,to ge<i 
^t the residence of hi^ &mily, by breaks 
ing ppeu his trucks if he persisted in 
refusing the communication; ai)d on a 
representation to this effect from the 
physician, he gave us IVIissSt. Orr's di- 
foctjun, and said he would dictate a few 
iMM lies^ adapted to recf^cilehi^ motii^ 
and ^i^er 4o his present jkte ihrough Im 
fM^sm^itim; ta tbia. I am sorr^ t^«^^ 
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he Was iMd«(][iiate, efith^# froiit theftnturttl 
increase of his diddrdlir; ot througli thi 
effort be made : fain fii^r hiis become toa 
bigh to Hdntit fimeb an attesltrti and my 
iofii t^lrb it m i^ counting-bouse in tbis 
im^n, hk^ ^xO^ikkm to tolrim«tlieate 
1i^ 9iyfb^ttitt€ei «€ trbtt b« te#uld b*«^ 
MMidir A¥ dMbii^Mj dttfdaiti, it wIll IW 
iiWt (f ril^t t# }^r^it«f hii f«fhily f<h^ btft ; 
^iP«i^M; uMih^jr sit«ttlk)rii i% ifl^ill lit 
ffo^is^ to ittfte;^ ' tbftt ^hphyiickui tbinlil 
lii9 cttsi3 taoi^dis^ ^om the Miit tbai iA 
Irdtirly ^dre««i)% ; Md te ii, ittdte^ iA 
lb y^ry pitiabte trtite; Ue «aM i^^^ diitb^ 
^ bis kei er bfttfds i bis kiie^> bis idtes% 
imd U» batk ibre fe^u^lj^ alfected : lU; tin 
mefitiod of bis fetiiily^ iid M Mr ^ueil 
io wHte to thmh^ tttt te^ii doittM^ eMk 
elber dowft birifaei^b^ and be wbs m If. 
bis heart would brari(. It ^etes be ms* 
bai«kied to a t^y pdor stdte^ and faM biti 
a long iTjHitig Tcryiage. Dr. Sknpfm 
•ttead» frte^ Slid: lie bat 0Y«Qr pimiUto 
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car^ and watchfulnesft. Trusting I shall 
bear by return of post^ 

'' I ^m^ Madam/ 
^' Your vcrjr obedient serTant, 

A. MARSDEN.'' 
f Even Zeluca's heart was touched^ and 
she felt a very painful sensation at the 
recoU^tion of her meditated annoyance 
of 4he unhappy sister^ who only moved 
at the slightest noise which she started 
to obey as the summons to carry her to 
that brother^ who^ beloved as he was 
beyond the fervour of fraternal love^ she 
ventured npt to put up a prayer to heavea 
to restore ; to permit a meeting before all 
was over. she felt was all she had to hope. 
Zeluca would not question ^her cousin — 
she went to Miss St. Orr's^ and found 
.them engaged in prepanttions for the de^ 
parture of Mrs. Bassaly and Marianne^ 
who would yield to. no representatioop to 
stay behind. Jane in vain urged her, for 
she believed Edmund would not h^ alivci 
to see heo and that if be was^ the meeting 
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.mrotiM be teoipV6cal\y trjit^; btiri M«- 
tiami^ ^as ioo^ nqrid mlid disordered in Ber 
.pr&years to pa to be denidd; and while 
iket y^dmHei the dknise^ June sat dl^wn to 
iNrrite to ber father^ wkh ^U tbe energy 
^16 iimB nristfess of, to induct bun to meet 
IfiB ^jnitappy daagbter and grandcbild ait 
Yarmouth, where,. utterly ilnknown^ and 
wkbout a £riend or comforter, tbdr 
best hope wi» to riabeive iht \mi si^ of 
fts oQ}y sfOn and brother. Zeluca waited 
till the chaise arriYad, and then by her 
empaiffiioned fateweil, elicited the first 
tears Mai4anae had ^d> who, ^ratefiili 
ev^ in the midst of angUish, felt , her 
emotioa a tribute to her ili-&td[ br^it^r 
prod kissed the Itps, that but for that a0- 
giiisb^ would haye €|)efted with artfid 
sophistry to torture her innocent aetioeii 
into ofitmde, and thereby justify insuU. 
But, though ZehiOL appefltrcid I^le ht$ 
a&cted tltitn Marianne at paiiiDg, ere she 
readied boirie, her fleeting i^yaipaUrf wap 
d^ened by a , tbausand suggeittoiv of ^ 
cc3 



d by Google 



<S94 zELueA 

-telf-lilve. : She was half angry at loniug, 
'^CT at failing to find an admirer m Edmund 
Bessalj ; jet was she content to allow^ 
•that through liim^ Marianne had been 
taken away at the most convenient moment 
chance could have* interfered; and ha- 
bituated to appreciate every occurrence 
by its suitability \o her purpose^ she 
looked on the early death of a very su- 
perior young man^ by which her friend 
and relation^ for a time, at least, was de- 
prived of all happiness, and of the only 
protector fate seemed to have provided 
her, as the /oWiietows event, we are forbid 
to rejoice at even in an enemy. And 
before Marianne was . a mile on her 
journey, Zeluca's own shock and sorrow, 
4ind the certainty her sanguine temper felt 
in opposition to Marianne's, that Ed- 
mund would recover, was destined to be 
the subject to procure the approbation 
Wolsey would not fail to bestow, ^oii 
learning that she, gay as she was, would . 
have relinqiiished all the dissipation she 
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had in contemplation^ if she had not an* 
ticipated the certainty of rejoicing instead 
of grieving with her cousin. Mrs. DeK 
vayne too, determined, that such was the 
best method of forestalling any malicious' 
representations of indecorum; accordingly> 
Zeluca discarded all sympathy for Ma- 
rianne in solicitude to reader her own in- 
tended display approved. And when tliat 
display was" over-:~when a fortnight of 
hopes and alarms— of triumphant momenta 
and lasting mortifications, left her pre- 
cisely as she was on Marianne's departure; 
she was but little pleased to have the 
querulous state of her spirits, farther en- 
croached on by a melancholy letter, from 
Mrs. Bessaly. Nevertheless, Mrs. Bcs- 
saly was not culpable; for prone as she 
ivas to take literally, whatever came un- 
der her cognizance, Zeluca had been 
too earnest with Marianne to wrile, not 
to render it indispensable, to give her 
ii<Aice, that the disobeyed injunction pro- 
ceeded faom illness. Mrs. Bessaly and 
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Marianne, though unattended) and self- 
dependant for all efforts at expeditioi^ 
compleated their joamey with a dispatch 
that gave hopes of consoling the destriei 
tuflferer with a last look^ and a last adieu 
of friends be so deariy loved. Bnt evea 
that gratification was denied him and 
them ; he breathed his last at the very hour 
they bad quitted home^ amidst si littk 
group of half curions, half sympathising 
spectators, without the consoling «ght of 
one friend. The imagination of Mftri" 
anne had been incessantly occupied during 
her journey, in preiigaring such a change 
in her brother, as sickness more trying 
to the mind than body must Oceasioiv. 
But, though she exchanged his glowing 
tints of health for wan and speechless, 
and even dying Wnguor, she looftjtd for 
the intelligence of unextinguished intellect 
with tenacious anticif>ation ; when, ihere- 
foj^, her eyfes rested on a corpse dressed for 
the grave, the souIle<$s immoveable plapidiCy 
of death, excited a feeling far moi% bar- 
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rowing thun the profoundest sj^mpathy, in 
the last sufferings of a best beloved object : 
lind her fortitude sunk beneath a shock 
to which reflection added all the bitterness 
that could be derived to a survivor^ sensible 
that every consolation of death was denied 
to one she vvould have died to console! 
£!veo when Marianne became sensible of 
her qQOther's claims to her exertion, she 
was unequal to the necessary efforts. Vain 
regrets, that the delayed information her 
brother's tenderness enjoined, had been 
productive of that desertion most bitter to 
such tender love — the tenacious and almost 
reproachful sympathy of those around — 
all conjoined to couple with deep and 
poignant grief, dread lest he should have 
f^lt hi^elf neglected ; and an indistinct 
feeliii^ that they had been deficient in 
something, added to the aggravations 
of Edmund's fale; and she recovered 
from the effects of her first anguish to 
fall into a nervous fever. The nurse, who 
he^d been employed for her brother, was 
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detained^ to participate the filtigiie, M&rU 
anne was still well enciu^ to histst ber 
mother shcmkl not iBear; but after oe€^ 
titoal absences, Mrs. BeBsAlyalw^yirfistiitfl 
lier #ot8e froni the etidtetottrs of ihtf 
Mtse to ^dfadote her. 1^ e^miheH&iA cMH 
stent teho¥tati6M Id ferti^fldt; With, ''§infi 
ittt Miss/' und then sttbjoindl every ih* 
«entiv6 <e bitter itirtihmtioA. To bi 
m^ty what a voyage be bad; qtrit^ ihe^im^ 
less^, and hot abtelestim limb, and tk^UfH&i 
Ms firietids^ at last,, poor deiir. Mr^. Blkt^ 
deii Says be-d better hdvefdied onbosti^i 
-i-but I Say tio, b* kadekrUHien ^u¥Ml;^^ 
Biy poor haifband csiiiie bdMe jh^ ilo. f 
Uthe if, it WKs odd Ma'tfM, aM tomeiriH 
in'oper medicfAe (thsU; is wIM; I take it) 
Jettfed irt. Ws liflib6.^Well> thelaei#d's will 
be doiie; to be sUre H wsis ^ sald^degMedtei 
itate as the I toctor said ; btit I took leate 
^f roy poor husband— I shouM never bav^ 
forgiven myself if I haid*ht been in titte 
to see him. Lord, how ydw podr brother 
nsed to fix his eyes when atiy body caiiMi 
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into th0 room. I didn't attend him the 
first day ; and when I came, in^ he looked 
me through: " No, jdu dear/' says J^ 
^Pm none of your relations ;*' and with that 
th^ tears ran down his cheeks. But we al| 
loved him ; Fm sure there isn't one of u$ 
who'd have felt a brother's death more— 
to be sure it was lucky he fell into such 
hands: if you had but have thought he'd 
have arrived so soon, I suppose some of 
his family would have been here to meet 
him? -^ No, I believe not," was Mar 
rianne's invariable jreply ; a reply, her sens^ 
told her wa^ Justified by every feeling of 
reason, and fondest afiection, and every ex«? 
pectatioQ of his reaching home>i well, and 
happy; but which, nevertheless, it wrung 
ber heart to prondunce to the misjudging 
questioner,who made the result the criterion 
for supppsilions unsustained by any rule 9f 
re^oQ. But she felt theni implications sh? 
cpuld n^ ^itaid ; and her moth^,])elievin^ 
1^9 i|i4ijlg^.^ierself injuriau^jr^ in d^-^i|^ 
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from the niirse tokens of Jier brother'g 
love for her, as she observed they inva- 
riably broke off conversation on her 
entrance, determined not to quit her, and 
to write to her sisters if she did not grow 
better to join her. Marianne, however, 
after a three weeks confinement, that 
threatened to fix in a settled disorder 
on the spirits^ suddenly grew better, 
and with the first glimpse of returning 
health, summoned firmness to prove 
she was not heedless of her mother's feel- 
ings, however overcome by her own. 
She interdicted herself all conversation, 
and as much as possible, all mental recur- 
rence to that voyage of Edmund's and his 
sufferings in it, on which it was not pos- 
sible to dwell unmoved with anguish; and 
she checked her sometimes, uttered^ but 
always existing regret^ that no religious 
aid had been called in to soothe his 
hapless end. But religion she still had 
the consolation to believe^ was bis interaal 
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reiouree^ whatever omitted aid fnnfi ite 
miDistors^ Viis attriimtnble to the caiiti6n4' 
less assiduities of ihose around him ; and r 
she found it a happy one herself^ in. 
ber endeavours at a resignation^ contrite 
and sincere enoirgh to feel the aS/wise 
end of seemingly unmerited infliction.; 
And finding bodily strength return^'.with'^ 
returning submission, she did not cc^finer 
I^rself to allaying her disposition io^ 
repine; she endeavoured to relievfe her^ 
mother, and repay her for the additional 
anxiety she had inflicted, by asisisting her 
to sustain the minor evils, resulting from 
the trial they had gdne t|irough : and Dr. 
St. Orr was so uhkind a father, that he 
gave no scc^e for' an interference on her 
part that proved moiM satbfactory to Mrii. 
Bessaly, whose timid unpretending natare^ 
was ill qualified to cope with a t>iurent» 
the mere tool of an. arbitrary; iBkVaricious, 
unfeeling woman^ Dr. St Orr was so^ 
much undeir tli^ dbmiinon^f )iis wife, as 

TOi.. I. B d 
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Mtmit m AmiUoaiioB id him fot aoinf 
atceiteiy. Hi* first letter itiif ao »gf^ 
oMidemaaiion ^ tfceir j oilrocf ivitk 4 moaU 
iwnfCmceJ bn nesOt wrmcd^ when M^. 
rianne litas t6o ill to lee it; and waa filfed 
\rtth dedaetioiii (dialra from iter iStkotBt), 
ikmt the jwilmty touM imve hefm tidcea. 
with iM imtiooal hopes «if-Mtisfao(i6D, or 
of rieeiDg fidmtind ajcttTc^ wham he also 
Mamed 3for ^at haTsog firoiml to Mc 
Raiirstone Iiib hfe^A "^^Hn. too 4eltcato tou 
undftttilke a lea Tdjpagt. And: instead: ^ 
aslilppljr^ (bcaDoaae nocetsacj^ be tsJktA to 
lotbvr if fidtiumd had bft DatiUng >»* 
lnri>lt^ or if lie had baAugphi oo meiK 
chaifliK iq» w«9r of %aiibk. Uiiefcilioi: 
ia iNtrjr j^iediea of ncgotiattopj m&L 
allinaa4 ^ her fiqli«g fihads, A^i. Bei^ 
s#l^ k «¥ide.at ifoteteraiiicb^ put th^ 
^tfetftioii -to^Mrt. Marsdei^ ibe-mistoeaL 
iff Ab 16^1% iKT 4M|cr. liAd aduii 
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Af bor; 9M nhtr ihav6§h tteucfc hy the 
bnif^Iaoify fiif tw6 laiies 6f tbettf aij^- 
pMf a«c#^ totally ui^rote €ted^ Md ai it 
fip^dafied, 4.Ma% vnfiA I^ practice or 
alaeritjr tci tuok inio fttfdneBfi ; ihi^ bid 
na emle ftjqfid 4a leuidettake for Ihein, 
div i% ctmiff|it8iimed )^f iim^ wbft farou^t 
Mii»r«iee3 ^iat Mc Btsioljt fani no i«3i* 
vidBlrt tbiiig blii wbat las Immea coti- 
^toinod. AibA Meti IMbundaa hft^iiig cte- 
Itveifld 1%& iili(bi«mtiiiA with «^ aateral 
anxiety^ added> '' Pray^. Ifidlc% do yifti 
tlliifikaf keepoig 91; lo^KiaiF ibt at]$r time^ 
■*ipi^ €vctji? Atiig ib aqttisi^' a^ #16 ymMis 
lafifyW<^iagnita^'' 

^iiHleed. I dbpU «mri;%r IqiKKw^^ an- 
swered Mrs. Bessaly, with some dogoee 
)af JMflSmee^ adaied with a anof^Bibii^ ia^^ 
atiialplo to om net fiaanad i]^ aotaf ^ to 
fad a f oMMiioe ia her own npiasgf' of iaaikd 
^ Uaupet^ an pmy ^ilpjeaimat temerg^ncy^ 

Marianne^ with more dignity, iiad Itss 
#ride Him heir labtber^ anAaritfaottt any 
ud2 
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experience^ an understandings that enabkd 
her i0 see Mrs. Marsden's fears required/ 

:4ind VMild have^ a satisfactorj answer^ 
(as they bad arisen to the height of 

. betraying themselves) so turning from tbe 

. window at which she sought to conceal 

.the cruel feelings^ consequent on the 
Dean's mention af her brother^ she asked 
her mother if it would not be better to 
tell Mrs. Marsden the time of her stay 

: was uncertain^ as she was obliged to wait 

. for a remittance. . , ^ 

<' Undoubtedly^ my dear/** answered 
Mrs. Bessaly^ who> probably thought that 
had been her intention^ for her tone of 
T oice implied ias myucK but she added* not 
awordmore. 

'^ My member's last letter/* continued 

' Marianne^/' falsely supposed my hrother 

« Jiad prop^y with him ; and thisaccouots 
for her demand not being satbfactorily 

{ answered/' * 

\ Marianne'a Toiee feuHeted^ and s^e 
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,^niiliteii<Attoous effect im Mm. M4ri4dft, 
vjtrbo mis fat frop^ ^id^iaj^ito 4m& ttt9,ug;1iC 
unfeeliiig).Md^e f)fOfti^ «kid, *^ t 
|lo{ic^u.d»ii'i 4bii]k MatlMii that 1 hkyji 
looked ikeisy int 4Mt l^ifelng ^aid^ m^ iMt 
week ; I lUA iUd; gi^eedjr. of iilij^nt^ I 
>«sw])a ^u— 4^ti9ve^ Aneant ibai; l>^t t 
^ tM^ a littie mil^X^ toy n^ipg, as i 
mif, Xfkf^ I am 4;ia liaire «t ttiM^ongh iro«rtiii|; ^ 
dE" ttie ho»ae ; £^ ^om^ fito^ aiake 4^ 
^rrll^ fusils if i^en^^ipg m^H to«|^- 

'"^'WJi^t^a >ig(tradgetirinjg i)t Is pM^xfec^i^ 
n^ke fiAndied ^a^s for> yfMi oif tesl: 
Woes.^ 

"^ ifymm, ym inlcfdM wrilidj^ t^'Mj 

ins aF JBlDoj^* 

i>d3> 
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jnotber vriU let you know the day of her 
departure as soon as she is able to fix it; 
s^d jott can partly judge> for she only 
intends to vait for another letter." 

''Ye^, indeed^ that is all I can possibly 
wait for/' said Mrs. Bessaly. 

" O, certainly Ma'am^'* returned Mrs. 
JV{arsden — '^ that's quite notification 
enough: I thought a few minutes con* 
verse with yoii would snake it clear^ and 
be much bett^ than trafficking about the 
house wondering at your stay.'' And re- 
peating an indirect apology, and gaining 
kn affiimative to her enquiry^ whether the 
Pean of Avonport was the young lady^s 
^grandfather^ as she had seen letters di- 
rected to him. She retired^ leaving Mrs. 
Bessaly to observe to Marianne; — ^' I 
,am sure I do not know what to say, 
my dear love^ when I write to your grand*" 
father.'' Marianne perceived her m'otber's 
intention to delay^ and feeling that her re- 
luctance would encrease with it/ she ear 
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^CAVCared* at once to save her all paia, 
by prdpasitig to write to her aunt Jane, 
.to request her to make that representa* 
X tioQ to the Dean> that always came most 
effi^ctually from her : and Mrs. Bessaly 
eargerly accepted the .offer Marianne 
ppt in execution^ preserving the hu- 
mUUif of obedience^ in the responsibility 
of direction, and "displaying that' merits 
a distinguishing author classes a high 
,ane, a behaviour of ^unassuming sweet- 
ness and respect tp a mother, over whon 
it was- not in nature she should not feel 
her owji intellectual superiority. Jane 
St. Orr received from her a detailed clear 
explanation, that enabled her to place 
the truth in such a light to the Dean, that 
he, or rather Mrs. St. Orr, ventured not 
.to encounter the strictures that wouW 
have ensued from suffering pecuniary in- 
-yolmeni io add to the grief of ^ parent 
in sucb an hour. She represented that 
Edmund had entered on pursuits most ad- 
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9er« to tttsinrliaatioa, at the Biitt% m%> 
gettion^ intbe hopeof proeufittg^i&iieiMPe 
for MariaDne^ and that bift life ttiid4>Mli 
the forfeit of foUowiag bts eidUtig io Mi 
Biiliealtby climate, bjr wbidb^ her »i9ter 
bad not onlj loit her belovdl soo^ b«it 
the future protector c# a jct more %c- 
loired daughter^ whose w<M*dty prospects 
DO h>nger eren preeeirted hope m Ih^ 
dieta0t perspective. And avatl4iig 4ier- 
#e}f of the maxjm her experien^ hwi 
helped her to> that ihe f^i^ o( ^ppr&^ 
Hum is ihe stimulous to actions^ little 
people wo»td fain dignify with the merit 
of gMeresity: she hinted that they >eotild 
have no motive for concealing 4lie dt^- 
'grace that would attach to the doctor, 
tf^ jund^ existing circumstances, he re- 
fuses the assistance the most rigid, and 
time serving, would consider ifrfiipeiisa- 
ble ; and her arguments had so mudi 
weight, that he enabled Mrs. Bessaly to 
reuumerate thoi<e to whom Marianfie 
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-eould iH endare to render mere pm/ment, 
for the kindness done her beloved brother ; 
and Mrs. Bessaly then set out home, after 
an absence of six weeks. 
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^ Poiiips vifiueif •/ all other i^ the ievereH 
pnd the moit sublime^ of all others perhaps the 
most acceptdbloto the Deit^ would^ it is evident 
l« excluded from a Constitution in which He^m 
piness and Miseryi regularly followed Virtue 
and Vice. Patience and composure under Bi$m 
tress^ Affliction^ and Pain^ and a cordid desire 
for the happiness of others^ even when we are 
deprived of our bunj these dispositions^ xaihich 
constitute the perfection of ouritnorai ncAure^ 
would not have found their ^ proper office and 
object in a state of (wowed retribution,^^ — Palet. 



Marianne was greeted both by 
Mrs. Delvayne and Zeluca with kindness^ 
that was not the less tivid^ from behold- 
ing the striking alteration in her personf 
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Her colo<? wiis eqtiF% gone-^ther fioeljif 
tufn^ ^(IfAbi^ h^d lost their JKHiodnets — 
anfl trapes of feci^ettear^ were M frequent 
apd d^si^idiiig^ that ti) th^ pieftsure of 
seeing sb^ voi^ld be ^ntisider^ entirely 
gene eff, Z^l^cf^n 4:ordiality gaiiied 
gr<Hip4> an^ 90 much tbe more from re- 
fle^^tin^ tbi^ with ber^ ^ba bad aotbing 
to d{!ead &iOm accomplisbmeiits or tbe 
limidliskmg m&Tiosuvres, that so oftea 
fltaod in the- place of all cbfirms^ aod4U 
a^uireiBeiits. She conseiqtienUy ^eicaiiito 
foiider tban e^er ^f Marianne's BOcie^, 
;ipdiQeef9antly4«i|^riqDed> and^^oiaetifnefr* 
piar^failed'with ber to «o(Be to %ir^ Mrhftt 
IlQC ; repMgnitBoe' w^s so great, notbiiig 
l(ui tb^ dread of impm^^d ixii^aiitfi04)bjr 
sUf^l* ifipetsitiiHty to kiadnciBs c^hi^ have 
oofiquerQ^ ii For tome waa doubly? 
c#ldfi9fed to Mar4an^, not only b^on^A 
sj^ ieljt it the ^nly pliKje ^^ tfi#l 6wr4W, 
ta:a^ldT«<Hlt^mifiiltiHg*tb^ eiOOyniiiirts ^ 
th^ b^py> bijt iram ber epi^fCApiing kre 
tt b«f i afWft^d «6lter^ ^K her.gtntion*^ 
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aunts^ whose personal sacrifices^ and 
whose sympathy in the trying mitibrttine^ 
of which they partook all the subbrdi* 
nate evii^ raised them higher thad ever 
in her esteem. Blit^ while Zeluca oaly 
sought a depository for her own feelings; 
she gradually weaned her cdnsin from the 
tepugna^nce she felt to encounter the lip 
deep sympathy, that brought fresh to 
memory the real grief, it required no 
little ciFort to suppress till privaey re- 
lieved from self-restraints. From listen* 
ing with self-command to the indolence 
of politeness, she, by degrees, overcome 
t|ie deep depression that elicited them, and 
at length, gave proof that eighteen is not 
the age for imbibing irremediable sorrow^ 
however great the misfortune, or keen the 
sensibility. Without recovering her 
bloom, or spirits, she regained so nnich 
of her usual temperatnent of ijiind, as to 
be able to receivt Zelnca's communica^^ 
tions, without the constraint or the apathj 
i^at first sought to overcome^ in tfa# 
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dread^ tbat self-eagrossing sorrow was 
anoihilating the interest she felt it dis- 
gustingly selfish and ungrateful not to 
take in the concerns and anxieties of a 
friend, whose sympathy, in her, first hours 
of anguish, she ^acknowledged with a 
feeling of gratitude, that swayed hermore. 
than ever to devolve Zeluca's failings frpm 
the heart on the education; and to to- 
lerate a temper, whose increasing irrita- 
tion she could not be insenjsible to. It 
was, indeed^ become so overbearing, so 
tenacious, so exacting, that Mrs. Delvayne 
dared not think what might be the result 
of expepsive indulgencies she dared not 
refuse ; and sometimes, indeed, proposed 
as soothers to inequietudes it w^s not in 
■ her power otherwise i^ allay, Zeluca 
was divided between various and contend- 
ing feelings and all she could' decide 
upon to spften suspense and substitute 
satisfaction, was a repetition of those en- 
tertainments that raised her consequence^ 
and gave to the deep thinkers on such 

TOL, I. B e ♦ 
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Vayne had had an accession'of^orfuiie. 'jKi 
*riiat pdJht of view, Zetuca ofti^ expe- 
rienced a self-complacency that resulied 
^cim the deference so generally ^aid ib 
VorYdlj prosperity ; but when she looked 
Ito the other'side, her feelings were propof- 
^Hotiahly 'ii'ksdme. She had an inborn 
^pride and quick faculties, that' made her 
''recoil from the degradation she almost in- 
tuitively perceived must eventually result 
^frotn her imprudence ; arid ^he bare 
"thoiight of Wolsey's surprise at a sysle- 
niatic diminution of her fortuiie, for 
the premeditated gratification of tani'ty^ 
^'ade her 'so dresid the prelimihilry steps 
*to the coveted tiriibn wilh him, that she 
^otUn deliherated ' on 'takuig up with "a 
ticijodl; and'Curttihg Mr!Vatcrest to that 
lalicbunt, he^ ufiddubfedly^elieved it Wa» 
lier 'ii^ji!i(ki to tiirn him to, * But vTolsey, 
"ffiodgh he liftd again left Grey stone with- 
Siit'^Un explicit (declaration, had signified^ 
liittfariy'in'St^i^sl^^aiJ U'dkbiiled preference^ 
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d^efinitive^ \if^ ijpt the, ifi^f ^deflt. Rir.^%^ 
•iojj^ slje, h^4, £ifCTail|B^ vyjth her niio^c;^^ 
t^ ipc^ylgp h^r ip, superaded to, her otl^^. 
^q^liti^s^ ^ ^arfi^l 'qi^p^litT/^ that looke^^ 
^ith l^orrpr to tbj^ p^o^sibility of passing 9^^ 
opportpmly, her diminished fojrtuoe wai^id^ 
diminia]! the probabiii<^ of her repairing ijo^ 
futur^. ^Irdestone too^ had kft h?r ^^1^ 
the sapi^ hopes and with the saij^ie dre^(|j 
of waitjiuff their fir uitiop ; ^p had quitt^^ 
Grejfstone two days after I^ari^pne^ ^q^ 
Ii^r njiotber set out, aod several, weeks 
before Wolsey ; but a pereinptorjf Si- 
mons from his father to join in the sale 
of an estate rendered his sudden departure 
perfectly satisfiictory ; and he had alsji^ 
left with her a toke^i^ tl^at m^ad^ her fej^l 
secure of his return. When he came t^^ 
take leave he found her at ^e ^^r p ; aiid^ 
.^whetbejT h,^ cjp^an^ing PpV?r|, or ^h^ 
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for devoting them to him, weighed witli 
him : he permitteii a beautiful sapphire she 
dreiroffbis finger to admire, to remain 
in her possesion, though at goings she 
touched his memory with — " Your ring, 
your inagic ring l". And to her it was a 
magic ring; a glance at it^ had sometimes' 
an effect^ as potent in bringing her to 
temper^ as a puncture from that of the 
&Yaured princes' on record; and in such' 
moments^ it hardly required an argu- 
ment to remforce her determination^ 
not to let Miss Emcotts carry off the 
m^n for whom she had entered the lists > 
with her^ without the triumph ofaswr- 
passing match ; and confident of Erdes^ 
tone^ if she could not effect a double con- 
quest in defeating Miss Emcotts through 
Wolsey, she wondered at herself for al- 
lowing Valcrestto dangle after her. But* 
it was only in momeirts of presumptuous 
self-security sho ever harboured thoughts 
of disniissing him r his weakness and his 
Tanity qualified her to feel secure she^ 
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^\x]i im^ex with Wpa till the pre^«nq| 
qf Wplsey should *enp.bleber to briDg t^e 
triuinp(i of rejection under his cognizance. 
And this toeing always her predominating; 
djet^rinin^tion^ ^^if^^f ^\^^ thoi^sand doubts 
and dilemmas^ that created transient re- 
yocatiops of h(<r Dorpose> IJ^arianne was 
always instruptecl to cppsider Erdestone 
and Wo|sey as the uniijt^rrupted insti- 
gators of her ppxjety. Zeluca was 
lBvear[pgly minute ip the explanations h^^ 
pride thouti^ht it necessary to make on 
the untoward circumstance of not being 
able tp proclaim Wolsey an avowed ad- 
ipirer, a^fcr t^e avowed expectation' to 
that eftect. She stated, first, the new 
male ait factions at the races, wliich he 
toojt it iiito his head to feel offended ai 
her considering such^ and then revealed 
ilpnpi^ critical situations^ in which, through 
ill-ti^ed accidents^ Miss j^mc^tts artful 
disg,uise^d 9oqu,etry>.and Lady Nagiefort's 
ii\|^r^erei^^e> the declarntic^ he intended 
VaB? B;?^y??^f .¥ Ma^iam^;^ A%^# 
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altercation^ forbore to warn her not to 
depend on equivocal proofs, she could 
translate the latent doubt in her counte- 
nance, envy ; and delighted with such en- 
couragement, make a transition to Erdes- 
tone— -expatiate on the ring — intimate 
the manner of giving it, that comprised 
the meaning with which it was given, 
and hring herself into the happiest temper, 
even though she could not work upon 
Marianne to revoke her opinion, that it 
was wrong— -nay, indelicate, and deceitful 
^ — to receive his ring under a determined in- 
tention of encouraging Wolsey. Zeluca 
would, perhaps, have heard herself blamed, 
on a point which comprehended admission 
of her sway, with pleasure, rather than 
discomposure; but that she always dreaded 
lest predeliction tot IVolsey was at the 
bottom of any opinion in Marianne that 
favoured the cause of another. Yet the 
pensive resigned countenance of Ma- 
rianne, gave little token of the anxiety 
produced by the chicanery of love ; and 
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Btill less she thought of power to attract 
the profitable admiration the brilliancy 
of her beautj had not been equal to secure ; 
she therefore hiade up her mind to esti- 
mate the phcdeliction that v/as powerless 
gratifying ralther than formidable. 

But although a more benevolent 
feeling than admiration might dictate the 
attention Zelaca's touch-wood temper 
found cause for 'alarm, as well as suq)rize, 
at finding Marianne commanded, en- 
creased instead of diminshed consideration 
in the quarter where she most dreaded her 
sway. When Wolsey arrived, he ex- 
pressed himself concerned, and shewed 
himself .shocked at an alteration in her, 
that must have been produced by exquisite 
suffering; and far from proporttoning 
his approbation to her diminished beauty, 
there was a gentleness and sympathy in 
his deportment that terrified Zeluca the 
more completely; because, with all her 
"vigilance, she could not see ought in 
Marianne's conduct to which she could 
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dictate an alteration. H^r re8o4rpe> i^efi^t 
fore, was to e^ccite Wolsey's jealftusy^ 
by invigorating" her flirtation \Yitl^ Val- 
cresl, and by eager enqpjries after GfdeSr 
stone, with a display of the rfngf weU 
known, from her frequent admiration of i^ 
on his finder. Marianne saw with p^in 
the inward discomposure of her fpelings; 
and dreaded also for herself those jar- 
ring resentful conversations, that yvctf 
sure to ensue from the inimica) occuren- 
ces, in which it mattered not ihat blame 
was attachable to her; aud she longed 
as ardently as Zeluca herself, for Erde- 
stone's appearance. When Zeluca put 
reiterated questions to Wolsey, he invaria- 
bly answered that he looked for him evtry 
day, with a careless defiance, Marianne 
thought could not he ah.ogtthei a.s>amed; 
and she wa^^ persuaded Zeluca's ^destiny 
would be fixed by Krdestone's availiiig; 
himself of the happv :iH)tiieut when pique 
to Wolsey predominated. Her absence 
l^ad deprived hereof ah ^^usisU^ilit) of ^\Ur- 
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ifig her opinion; and she (Continued to' 
-think that Woliey'fi undcviating gaiety, 
and intermitting admiration, denoted a 
different and less flattering^ affection than 
the striking alteration in Erdestone's man*' 
ners bespoke ; and she was persuaded 
Zeluca's mind balanced so nearly betweea 
the two, that the greater devotedness of 
Erdestone t,o her would compensate for the 
greater predeliction she felt to Wolsey's' 
inimitable face and figure. As it was, her 
own life was constrained and wary to a pain- 
ful degree; Wolsey was polite, and, as it ap- 
peared, partial to all her family, and to her- 
self so social and friendly, that it was with 
difficulty she sould interdict him the visits 
he was always ready to volunteer, either to 
bring book^;, to escort her to Spire/or to play 
at chess. When he did, come she frequently 
remained in her own room, that she might 
ytiZ/y satisfy the scrutiny Zeluca was sure to 
make, on learning of a probable meeting ; 
a circumstance, her jealousy represented 
as so possibly productive of evil in her 
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absence, that Marianne would have been 
kept wholly under her eye at Spir^, liad 
not Jane St. Orr^ with her accustpme^ 
efficiency, interfered to secure to her ixiec^ 
a choice of home^ when her spijritst reri- 
dfsred it. the more eligibly sojourn^ ^- 
luca, as Jante St. Orr would have explaijjedj 
it, stood too much in awe pf. to venture to, 
dispute aj) ungystaiuaWe \>o'mp withljer; 
but wiieUi^E it was fear or awe, Zeluc^ 
refrained from opposing, with a spontanea 
oijjs forbearance no one else elicited, sind 
was so gard^d bi^fore her, as to suppre^j^ 
the iiju^ado's, to whict\, pxpb^bjy, Mri?^ 
5cssaljf and Misj* St. Orr would hgye boeu. 
little restraint. For the n^ortificatlon of 
conceding to h^r, therefore, she. had no 
resource but to vilify her, and proclaiqji 
that she kept Marianne a priscjuer. But 
if Marianne had reason to regret the un- 
fortunate temper of her friend, Mr. Valr 
crest had certain qualities of dihpoKitionA 
that rendered the double dealing of his mis*, 
tress, a far greater trial tp ^if foybearauce. . 
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Tniotlgh Wolsey, seeingfliron^h Zeluca's 
caminon place stimulants t6 his alacrity, 
liad g;radually prepared himself falsely to 
justify ihe sacrifice of a mere coxcomb to 
him, when, at length, she decided on that 
touchstone to his gratitude, yet Valcrest, 
lidther efxempt by weakness or vanity 
from feeling the mortification of defeat, 
and the pain of being duped, imbibed all 
the resentment a man valuing himself on 
his person, his fortune^ and his profession 
could feel, at the treachery and audacity 
of a rejection, after indubitable tokens, 
*that his addresses were coveted by Zeluca 
*— as ^Ae highest honour— :?Ln assertion, 
'which, Uy making in his indignation, gave 
her plausible opportunity of publishing 
her conquest under the mask of quizzing 
his conceit and self-sufficiency. His re- 
probation of her, together with a repeti- 
tion of many positive acts of e^icourage- 
nl^nt, was so undisgufsed, that open war- 
ikre 'was displayed with equal animation, 
^ut mo^t alarm on her side ; fot while she 
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Jflmented jocosely, with all the simplicitf 
of innocence, that it was very hard to be 
subjected to a man's enmity because yon 
could not love him, she dreaded lest the 
glory of his dismission would be no equi- 
valent for the publication of circumstances 
that must^ characterize her a jilt. Yet 
"Wolsey, she trusted, would avert all the 
evil such a characteristic could derive to 
her ; for ejthcr the sacrifice to him, or the 
pul^licity of a triumph over the prof essional 
costume he found sometimes more suc- 
cessful than all his native external graces, 
was so gratifying, that it induced him to 
repay her with an undeviating solicitude, 
so significant and serious, that at leYigth^ 
she felt secure, and, in her security, felt 
it her turn to retaliate. Mr. Erdestone 
came down just as Wolsey had' made a 
bold defence to Lady Naglefort of that 
flirtation, he said, Valcrest's vanity had 
led him to misunderstand i and just as Ze- 
luca might have elicited that declaration^ 
her vanity had come to look to, as^ the 
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homage ot spontaneous love, ratlierlban 
the grateful return to volunteered affec- 
tion. Wolsey announced his friends ar-. 
rivAl one morning, after a long^ medita^ 
live silence, that raised all her presump- 
tion, iihd she promptly determined to keep 
him in isuspense. She coupled exclama* 
tions of wonder at what could possibly 
bring Erdestone again to Greystone, with 
fbe most significant recurmnce to the 
enchanting morning on which .he quitted 
it, and left her in possession of a ring she 
vainly abjured him not to deposit with 
her ; and, then asking whether, and when, 
and where she should return it to him 
-^without waiting for an answer from 
Wolsey, she burst into a sudden rapture 
at again having music in all the ^oy- 
mfent of participating capability. Wolse/s 
heightened colour and universal discom- 
posure gave her new feelings as she pro- 
ceeded ; she had, at first, only intei^ed 
to retaliate the agoi^ ih Vfhith she had 
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often awaited his declaration^ and tlies 
to make the transition she well knew how 
to render effectual with real tenderness* 
But his unexpected, internal disturbance^ 
assured her, of what (withallthe counter* 
feit proofs, she put about to others, and 
built upon herself for bringing what 
she proclaimed to pass) she had not en- 
tirely hoped for — aq affection so decided 
and seriou^^ in Erdestone that Wols^ 
was desirous to forestal him: and she 
directly wished to suspend a declaration 
Lriat would give her an option jshe did not 
think she could have deliberated on till 
she felt it in her power. But as her 
purpose was to . secure, not disgust 
Wolsey, she no sooner turned him from 
]u8 drift than she hastened to bring him 
to temper and spirits by her vivacity; 
and as her own were in the happiest 
tune, her frolicks had all the grace of 
unartificial impulse. But more complete 
amends she was aware was necessary, and 
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she contrived^ bjr a thousand indirect flat- 
teries, to implj she had only been making 
ut& of Erdestone to pique him; and 
to prove perfect indifference, ordered her 
horse the moment Wolsey told her he had 
left him intending to call at Spire. 
• *' I intend/' said she, " to' worry Ladj 
Whitelock into matronizing me to see 
this fine menagerie of wild beasts that is 
e:diibiting at Dereborougb? Though, 
of course, she won't go/' added Zdiica; 
^ because she'll be aware how anxious 
the man will be to seize upon Lady Kitty 
ibr his collection, as the finest old maid 
extant." 

Wolsey, instead of smiling, answered 
very gravely, ^' that the dowager would 
certainly go, because Lady Naglefort had 
said she was. intending to call on her foe 
that purpose, just before he came out 

" Oh !" cried Zeluca, '' she shall not 

iphap^ron me then; mamma must send 

for horses, and we'll take up Mariande'-^ 

80 it is the fashionable freak to ga?" But 
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she became tuddenlj silent ; fpr sbe re* 
collected Wolsejr would undoubtedlj re- 
Tenge ber beb«?iour, bj taking leaT^ 
and joining bis aunt's party. That was, 
however, what she would not tamely 
permit; and she resumed, therefore, with 
a lamentation at being forced to go in a 
close carrmge,,and raried it with so many 
droll mock pretences of hiding ber wish, 
that he should offer to escort her on horse* 
back — that he at length discarded hi9 
gloom, and asked why they should not 
fide, as Mrs. DeWayne would be com« 
panionized by Marianne. 

*^ There is but one why ndt/* she an- 
swer^. '' I am afraid your aunt will 
think you a naughty boy for escorting me 
when she is going/' — " No, no/* she cried ; 
^'youil escape it: |t is J who shall be 
brought before the tribunal of etiquettists. 
you know Valcrest 6ays, ' Why the bell 
did sbe ride with me, if, if — Ha! ha! 
ha!'' she laughed, then warbled, 'He 
loves, and he rides away ;- and then re* 
sumed, '^ Mamma knew a girl who 
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brought an actioa for breach- of promise 
of marriage against a man^ because he 
offered her his arm* in a walk." 

^ Well'/' cried WoTsey, '' that un- 
doubtedly included an offer of the hand/* 

^' Yes; just as I have encouraged 
Valcrest to a tender of his. Great Noodle 
as he is for proclaiming it ! But/' con- 
tinued she, ''thoiigh we ride in the dust 
of the carriage foe mamma and Marianne 
to take down every gesture, and though I 
desire Joseph to put on spectacles, ; that 
he may be a coitopet^nt .witness also, I 
kn9w Lady Naglefort will say,Hhat I am 
endeavouring to trepan you with riding 
off to Gretna^ as a certain brigade-major's 
wifedid ; she took a brace of pistols,though 
— so look to yourself!" 

*' Yes ;"isaid Wolsey, with a countenance, . 
in which, perhaps, reproach predominated 
Over tiie variety of. feelings that floated in 
his breast; for till that moment, he felt 
that a jest on trepanning him mast have 
been.a joke irgaew^f Zeliica. 
Ffa 
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Zelnca tempered her. archness with a 
smile of significant sweetness ; and as he 
said no more, continued^ '' At all events^ 
she will call me a thorough-bred flirt; and 
that is what I object to, that Ladj Na-, 
glefort will naither let me take a man nor 
leavehim." 

Wolsey alwajs felt awkward at an 
attack on his aunt, ludicroas or grave* 
^' You,^ said he, hesitatipg, 

*^ You/' she interrupted, *' know she 
has* committed ui act that goes beyond 
all my flirtations, though you allow her 
to stigmatize me/' 

" Faith/' returned Wolsey, '' I ne?er 
knew she had committed one stigmatized 
act Pray, what is it ?" 

^' One that goes beyond the most ardent 
jUrtation, while it keeps to flirtation — 
one -" 

" You raise my curiosity/' interrupted 
Wolsey, struck by her sudden change to 
aarnestneas. "^ What did she do ?" Why, 
committed that rery act she so belabours 
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me for, occassionally tampering with my 
decorum in thinking about — ^she married 
— but bow the deuce Sir Peregrine brought 
it about no man alive — ^at least, I hope, 
not can tell/' 

• Wolsey started from his seat but darting 
round by the back of the sofa, she made her 
way out of the room, and asked, or>rather 
told her mother her plan for the morning. 
Mrs, Etelvayne acquiesced — called for 
Marianne, and proceeded to the destined 
exhibition with the addition of Mr. Ett 
destone to their group, for he met them at 
the sweep gate, and tujned back to ac* 
company them. Zeiuca was in so happy 
a temperament of mind, that she felt capa- 
ble of sustaining Lady Naglefort's . frigid 
looks unruffled ; and beheld her and her 
party enter without disgust, though it 
comprised the objects most offensive to 
her. Besides Lady Whitelock and her 
two daughters, Mrs'. Serle, and Miss 
£mcotts, and Sir John Dawlish, Mr. 
Yalcrest accompanied them with the 
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handsomest )^oung man^ Zeluca thought^ 
she had e\er seen ; and inrhom^ in her hear* 
ing, he introduced to Miss Emcdtts as Lord 
Edward Mowbray. Her interest directtf 
rose beyond the standard of curiosity: 
instead of repelling the egotistical amiabi- 
lity of Miss Emcotts^ she yielded to it^ 
and the two parties became one ; and whefi 
the exhibition and the quizzing it elicited 
had given as much pleasure as could be 
fairly expected from it. Lady Whitelock 
could not avoid inviting Mrs Delvayne 
to accompany her home. Mrs, Delvayne 
s:iw Zeluca did not wish, to evade the 
invitation, and they all proceeded to Lady 
Whitelocb's residence, in the leading 
street in Dereborough, followed by the 
carriages and horses, and audibly deliver*- 
ing their remarks. 

Mr. Valcrest was pre-eminently loqua- 
cious, whether he was taught by expe- 
dience to understand that Zeluca's eye wlw 
foraging for hearts, and though that 
volubility of speech denoted the freedom 
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of his own^ be kept fast hold of Lord 
Edward's arm ; while lounging down the 
middle of (he street^ he was forced to va* 
ciferate remarks, he took particular 
pains to proTe he m^ant to overlool^ 
Zeluca^ bj addressing to Miss Efiicottt 
and Marianne, '' Those elephant? are 
cursed beings/' said he, '^ with their 
snouts ; why a j og from one of them wouid 
' send' you to kingdom come. What the 
devil is an elephant's snout ipade of; it's 
something of electricity, is'nt ?" bu^ 
gaining ^ smile onfy from the listeners, 
any mpre than the talkers, (who univer* 
sally paused at his question, looked 
round, and resumed their chat,) he con- 
tinued, ^' I'd bet my mare against old. 
Surly, though he's as good as five legs ; 
come, who's for a hunt on master ele- 
phant's back." 

'' Get the fellow to turn out a tiger," 
said Lord Edward, "and TU take your 
bet." 

'' Indeed, your Lordship it is, thai 
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vfiW be best off then/' said Miss Em- 
cotts. 

''God! he'll be bei(, on (hen/' cried 
Valcrest, elated with his own jeu de mot; 
which he thought Zeluca must grudge 
him, in proportion to the mirth it ex- 
cited in Miss Emcotts — '' God my Poodle 
shall leap with him for a thousand 
pound a jump^ unless Master Tbrumbo 
understands French as well as my Poodle i 
the dcTil a spring would harlequin make^ 
if I did*nt give the word in French/' 

'' The creature, how attractive must 
it be/' cried Miss Emcott'n, " ashamed 
we must now be, to have talents uncul- 
tivated, I. think indeed/' - 

'' By the Lord, I'd bet you a cool hun- 
dred^ that you did not hit a goose, or a 
militia man, on 'his back, at teb yarda 
distance, only I go to town to-morrow — ? 
at least, I believe I must/' added Lord 
Edward, not insensible to the deprecation 
of his purpose, Zeluca's meaning eyes 
expressed. 
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'^Do you go on horseback/' asked 
Valcrest. 

" Yes ; I ride Boney to Redbridg^e — 
tkere I've a pair — and I shall fiiiish the 
hundred miles iu eight hours^ batiisg 
dinner/" 

^^ Good bating dinner/' repeated Val- 
crest; '^perhaps you'll bate a day and 
night/' 

'' I declare/' whispered Zeluca to 
^ Wolsey, '' through the benefit of a 
happy comparison^ we shall find out 
Valcrest is'nt the greatest fool. " 

^^ Among Boney' 8 subjugators," in- 
terrupted Wolsey, never omitting a fair 
thrust at that profession, whose prowess 
with the ladies he had too much vanity 
to tolerate. She smiled — but not only 
him, on Lord Edward, yet with such a 
sudden ^resuipption of gravity, as con* 
veyed the additional compliment ofshew-^ 
ing, she thought she ought not to have 
smiled. 

Hi8 Lordship was not insensible. '' No/' 
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said he to Valcre«t, looking at Xe\tnca, 
'' If I bate a day and night, it shall be 
before I set out, ha ! ha V* 
' '' Cu'rse it, bate before ymi set out ; 
that's carrying coals to Newcastle/' air- 
swered Val crest. " Where do you dine 
atSelbridge?" 

" No, that Black Bear's the d -fit 

scoundrel that ever liyed ; lie shewed mc 
into a room with some mumpsimuses, and 
talked something about families in his 
house, and said I was single! What in 
hell was it to him whether I was single 
or married ! I sent him to hell anAordered 
my horses directly. God, became bow- 
ing up, but I bid him go to hell, and set 
off like a shot. No, if 1 go to-morrow, 
I shall dine '* : - ■ 

" You must not talk of ^oing to- 
morrow," said IVrrs. Serle, as fbey came 
to a full stop at Lady Whilelock's door ; 
'^ l¥e are making a party to the ball 
here on Thursday, and we must go ^ 
masse, t shall set yon down ttsavfccruit.*' 
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f'Ob, hang it— no !'* he cried, '' I ne^er 
throw off in any style at a ball — besides I 
iBhall get a rap on the knuckles from ray 
coramander/' 

Zeluca was the most unpretendinjg crea- 
ture in the world at times; and being 
determined to captivate Lord Edwacd^ 
such as be bad shewn himself, she was 
last in the midst of the gentlemeli (for 
even Marianne had mounted the stairs) 
and so close to his lordship, that there waK 
DO impediment to his making the abrupt 
enquiry, '' Do you go V 

" When does Miss Delvayne m^s ^ 
ball ?" said Erdestone. 

" I was not at the last," cried Zeluca; 
^' a waltzing hall too; — you 8ee what lean, 
do." ^ 

" There is no knowing what some ladies 
can do/' said Valcrest, jsai-castically. 
*' Smxe ladies do so much they do them- 
sdves up at seventeen/* 

Erdestone would have bee^ at a Ids? for 
Valci^st's meaning, h^ not Z^lu^a, (pot^ 
ug 
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ing at the mirror as she passed into the 
roem^ shrugged her shoulders^ repeating; 
in an audible whisper^ '' Done up— really 
Mr. Valcrest ought to have mercy on my 
seTcnteen years: 1 did mon possible to 
find him the most irresistible of dra^ 
goons/'' 

Mrs. Delvayne interrupted the retort 
from Vakrest^ thai might have been to 
the full as embarrassing, as if it had been 
witty, *^ Zeluca must indeed go to thii^ 
ball/' said she; ''she stayed at home at 
the last, and the one before to nurse me ; 
Irom being a romp and half a coquette^ 
she is becoming a very recluse/' 

'' O, ^e were all surprised beyond any 
thing !** exclaimed Lady Bridget ; '' thie 
ball-room was not the ball-room without 
Miss Delvayne/' 

''For iiiy part/' added Lady Kitty; 
" I said she must be gone oflFto Gretna!" 

" You was acusiiig her of a dereliction 
from duty — finom filial duty/' observed 
Sir John Dai^fa^ ^' while she vms de* 
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baring herself c^u^ment ta ^tskihkUt 
fiJial ^onsolation/V 

"I think I . told you . there was quite 
nothing: b^U vulgars at the two last bails>'l 
5aid Yalcrest to Miss Emcotts^ with a sighiT 
ficance, that explained Zeluca's motive 
for seclusion. " There was no party ; omv 
colcmel went to coo with his dove, and 
young Filmer went in his pea-green a)at 
for a decoy lounge/' 

Lady Naglefort turned her ef es on WoIt 
»ey, and said to Mrs. Delvayne, " I was 
^ifraid> when I heard of Miss Delvayne's 
staying away on your account^ that ydu 
had had a &ad illness; but your concert 
the yiext evening satisfied me it was but 
transient. (We improve in this age cour 
tinually)" she added, in ^n under tone to 
"Wolsey. " Our object is not only to pro^ 
duce effect by every action abroad^ but 
yre take care to accomplish the same pur- 
pose^ when reduced (o slay at home.'' 
Wolsey uttered an interjection of ^issent; 

GgS 
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§bA banded some sandwiches to Zelnca^ 
smiling, she took thern^ making a covert 
grimace at Lord Edward^ who was in the 
act of a whisper. Wdsey smiled too, sig- 
inficantly-r-gratefiillj — and till she was 
releaBed, opened one of the books with 
which the sofo table was covered. It was 
'^Ladatde SuzetteJ' He unclosed another; 
[ it was '^ Paul tt Virgmie.*' He looked 
into a third ; it was *' La Paysamte Per^ 
vertier 

Lady Bridget beheld him with a bridling 

air; rfie turned to Marianne^ '^ You • 

oh no^ you don't read French/' said she, 
and turned from her. '^ Miss Emcdtts, 
can you tell me of any thing new in 
French — I think you read French?" 

'* It was in French, I read Gil Bias, 
.before Royalty,'' answered Miss Emcotts, 
*' and four years Ihad not then attained/'^ 

*' Good gracious ! I never heilrd any 
(hing so extraordinary l" exclaimed Lady 
Bridget. 
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" Oh! merit I had none, it was a gift; 
\iom I Was to be a linguiiit. For a talent ^ 
we may be grat^ul^ not proud/* 

'' Wlmt did you say I" asked Lady ' 
Lucy, who never lost an opportunity of^ 
adding to her list of classic aphorisms. 

" For a talent I say we should be grate- 
fill, not. proud,'* repeated Miss Emcotts,' 
while Lady Bridget repeated to her sister 
the early, capability of the young scholar,, 
concluding' — '' I never knew such an in- 
riance:^ I'm sure 1 could'ni do any thing, 
like that ;— did you ever hear such, an in 
stance?" said she, looking to Mr. Erde-. 
stone. 

'' Never," replied Erdestone, turning, 
pver Suzetle. '' I read this once," he 
cqntinuedto Lady Bridget, while Miss^ 
Emcotts moved to the p\ano and Wol6e^; 
*/ and thought the preface.' admirable, and 
the story I think, infinitely plea6ing--4 
Ihink so— I think it isihe thing I mean*. 
How did it end?? 

Lady, Bridget looked as angrily at him 
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BUit fehe htd b^ti caught in n ^p i^hift 
getting instead of ber own, ''I detest 
, prefaces/* said she. '^How did it end— ^ 
lord, Mr. Erdestone! it musA end the same 
new as it did. I dont anderstand yoa/' 
and she made abruptly across tiie room. 

Erdestone raised his eyes, and meeting 
I Marianne's, who spontaneously reamed 
his smile, he. contrived to edge a cfaair^ 
comer-ways, in between her and Mrs. 
Delvayne, and said, ^''Lady^ Bridget 
obliges me to recollect a discovery of your 
cousin's — namely, that Lady Whitelock^'a 
piano is always open, and a faToarite 
piece, as if just quitted; and yet, not one 
ictf the family know a jiote of music." 

'" If it were true,*' said Marianne, '' as 
a great author observes, that we are only 
ridiculous in making false pretensions, 
it would be wise to suppress all attempts^ 
to vie with competence; but though we 
cannot forbear a smile at a detected gat- 
[ connade of this kind, you will allow that 
knowledge is so generally considered io- 
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dispensible^ that it is natural to wish to 
escape the smile, ignorance, I belicTe, is- 
quite as liable to/* 

Erdestone looked earnestly at her. 
^ Ignorance^ the worst sort of ignorance^ 
is so predominant amidst oyerwhelming 
attainment^ that, though I grant jrou^ 
eraft and capacity, may find an apology 
for endeaTOuriog to p^trticipate the 
applause^ dispensed to empty-headed pe- 
dantry; yet no creature of any reflection 
but must wish to remind a modern female 
that 

^ Knowledge, a rude and unprofitable mass, 
The mere materials with which wisdom builds. 
Till smoothed, and squar'd, and fitted to its place. 
Does but encumber whom it seems V enrich ;* 

Yet such proficients/' pursued Erdestone, 
^' wholly ignorant of the essence of wisdom, 
would think it a ponderous grotesque 
appendage^ and not possibly to be incor- 
porated with the enchanting loveliness 
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and unaffected bumility of modesty and^ 
eighteen." ^ 

Marianne answered' hastily, that she 
thooght it very farely wa$. 

'' Very,'- returned he ;. '^ and aloiost aft 
uniformly overlooked as rare;, for f» 
understanding supplied fro^ ^^itiiiBy^ 
with the comprehensive perQeptioos that» 
virtue, and observation, and thougbtji 
bring to maturity, must necessarily b^ 
overlooked by the mediocrity that 8ee% 
mind in oZ/tzremen^, scientifically studies! 
for the furtherance of worldly politics; 
But you, though some sixteen years my 
junior, are not, I well know, to be, en- 
lightened by me on this point 'V 

If Marianne's blushes denoted supplica- 
tion of his illustration, they deepened at ^ 
her own alacrity in appropriating indirect , 
praise; foe she recollected the disdain she 
had at first elicited, and was av*?are,tjie 
general tenor of her condqct, might yn^i 
induce a man, like JBrdestpne^ to n^ake 
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mmends for former slight; and fearful 
that she had betrayed a more flattering 
interpretation pf the undoubted signifi- 
cance in his emphasis^ and his ejes^ she 
hoped to get rid of the subject by ^x^ 
pressing surprise^ that he^ whom she con- 
sidered of the same standing as other 
young men> should appear to. feel any 
disparity of years. 

'' Why. surely it must strike you some^ 
times/* said he, '' when my gravity has 
stood the test of your gay cousin's frolicks^ 
that father and daughter might be the best 
classification our appearance admitted/* 

'^ Never!*' returned Marianne, coo- 
▼ittced the idea suggested itself to him, 
from apprehensive fear his age was ob- 
jectionable to Zeluca. /' The thought 
never occurred to me,*' she pursued ; 
^and I am sure it never did to Zeluca; 
the always classes you with Mr. Wolsey.** 

*' With Wolsey T* repeated Eidestone. 
^'I was head boy at a public school, and 
old enough^ not to turn a mother's fears 
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jinto. a. jest^.M^hen M rs^ Wolsey commkted 
her bojr to me^ . the merest urchio that 
ever encountered the hardships of JuTeuile 
.despotism. I was his staunch friend thei^ 
fmd we have continued so evex since; 
for he has noble qualities, and they wilt 
f)ne day give dignity to hi» porsuit^j 
ihaugh youthful vanity will first hav€ 
I its reign. I am his selected adviser on 
nil points except those of the heart — 
there/' he pursued, looking as inqui^ 
sitively at Marianne, as if he suspected 
love, not sorrow the cause of her faded 
bloom ; '^ there the most tractable canaot 
endure opposition, nor the wisest proGi 
by advice 1 1 feel I could not tolerate and 
consequently, have never yet obtruded 
counsel/' 

" Mr. Erdestone !!' cried Zeluca fircun 
the piano, /' does Mr, Wplsey tell true P 
Is Medlicott^ that prince of fiction coming; 
dowa to-morrow ?" 

''I saw him yesterday, and he told me 
so," answered Erdestcme. . 
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ij^iit it was Erdestone bimselC and nof 
his answer Zeluca wauled ; she bad been 
enjoying a quiz/ in wbicb she bad happily 
contrived to wm^e Wokey and Lord Ed- 
ward against Lady Bridget'fi musical 
talents: when suddenly turning, she 
beheld Erdestone in low^ and (as ber 
ready fears suggested) interesting- conver- 
sation With Marianne^ though she thought 
she bad left him under the \igilant eyd ^ 
of her mother. Her colour rose instantly, 
and yet deeper, when, on answering het 
interrogatory, he again resumed his dis« 
course with Marianne. Yet she recol- 
lected he had never seen Marianne since 
her brother's death;, and as she saw no 
smile on neither countenance, she trusted 
condolence was the topic, and was, there^' 
for^ able to exhibit her sweetest smile^ 
in again addressing Erdestone, with in-? 
formation that ^he believed she had dis- 
covered a blunder in the music ; " And 
you must come,'' cried sixcy *' and decide 
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jEne whether Xo correct, dr €stabli$b a^ 
correction/' 

Erdestooe complied with promptitude ; 
but Wolsej took his «eut before MaviaDoe 
could move round \x> speak to Lady 
Naglefort 

Wohey had observed Z^luca's repeated 
f emtio engage Erdestooe ^ and he could not 
but couple it with her previous nonchalam^ 
to himself; and with Marianne he would 
have retaliated if he could have urged 
her to that flirtation, afae held to be at 
once a breach of honor, and of the peace. 
He could talk to her^ however, and he 
well knew, unless there was a thorough 
revolution in Zeluca's feelings, so eflfee^ 
tually to her annoyance, that whenever 
he meant particularly to endear and^^onci^ 
liate her, he abstained from Marianae^a, 
side, in defiance of propelling impulse to 
treat with attention, one whom he h^ to 
be particularly amiable and engaging*. 
But the opportunity Zeluca had cnat^ 
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Ike embraced with alacrity^ and apparent 
ardour, slylj keeping a good look out on 
bis friend and mistress. He urged Ma- 
rianne to accept Ladj Naglcforfs invita- 
tion to stay at Greystone^ instead of limit- 
ing her visit to the day of the ball, with 
a solicitude that reached Zeluca's ears. 
But Marianne's reply was decisive, and 
Z^luca found she might allay feelings 
that were up in arms at the bare 
thought of a sojourn in the house with 
Wolsey ; for, if Wolsey was persevering^ 
Marianne was peremptory ; and at length 
told him that she only went to the ball 
from Mrs .Serle's hint ; that she would 
consider it a rudeness not to encreasa 
the party she was anxious to enlarge. 
And Marianne told him the truth ; Mrs. 
Serle marked the conclusion of her mourn*- 
ing, as the season for resumed gaiety, 
and she preferred yielding to Mrs Serle's 
criterion to the self-consequence of jus- 
tifying her repugnance. There was so 
much true benevolence in Wolsey, that 
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^with vliatev^r motive b^ attaichedr hiwittif 
la Mmriasne^ r^ectaxid^ympmthjf^km 
»0|ieiMded intended pMrvoc»tion teZdl^ft* 
Jle bad ^aerrad, tkat )dUTi«g ttie «i#n»- 
ktg*s exhibkioD^ sbe bad 4»era «earee^ 
able to -conceal her emotaon 4t tbe Im- 
quent neBtioo of America^ ^hic^ tbe fliaji 
pcofessad to be ibe birtlnplaoe^f «lQMi( 
|dl tbe ferocious aairaait in bis mejBuagi. 
It brought the fatalitj of her bfother^i 
de»tii7 to vivid tbo^ght, accoinpaiHed hj 
ihefear her eoMtioD would create iiotift. 
Wolsey bad obser vedber eiH>ii£b iQ9e$ tb«4 
nt the womeAt, excrtiou alone s«v0d bfT 
ipiritft from wholly sinkics. Aild ho be- 
lieved «be was still tbaokful for the lri«iid}jr 
diaUj£ue with him thai saved her ike nm^ 
attakiabM^fiortai^aiet^r^ Mr.Val^rtafa 
witr called for the4^ause-^MinEmH>otil§ 
anecdotes bei^ofce for the4iipl9y of Jknow^ 
ledgeand lib^meAy^r-^^id the criticMus^Ni 
ligiioraac^ 4adj Bridget wd IMjlMi^ 
were » tbeJbabit of invitipy ber to joirt 4b. 
FromlusjcMBtaot iakwrnuniorwUh 2^diica 
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rand 9adnera it fardly Mh^ to> 1^ ebafiee of 
sm^ acf uninlOfK^e to he s^e^atdt ol"; I^Hf 
111* d^fKH'tm^iit onmidatot^auMFm brovrgM 
G^mric^ii' boMi to MairiMn^'att^ Mftiself> 
ilia* tkenee fMrvmf t th« pro|ier' d^fittitieBh 
of tlmr ifitfiBMH^ mmt be ftimdi^ip^i 
aii^ efcn timdst th« colchies« dtidr eoft^ 
sirafiitj sb# dflen felt itobUgiAQty on lle# 
to atsttme^ it 9etm^ fb be » mot^ feet- 
uiig4titenigib>te to ea^b^ ttiat l£e a|^|i»r6ttt^ 
ifigratitfide^ was- cbargeiM^ on whafr iMi^ 
MnndiereA Z^lwx/is^ ard^n^ Um, afldfifioi 
B^ tmrncion^ temper. . But if Wolie)!^ 
tafted htfldself (k Miidt}e6» t^ M%if iiNlmejF 
into f(Dfg^fyltiess I^f2fel6ca» ^hMa wa# 
tiie wtore' irritated at an engrossment; ibaft 
aeeined to bave tost tbe intention of 
j^ueing^ and resolved to put aU'endto it. 
She observed tbat Mis9 Esicotts Was en^ 
deavouring to allure Erdestone to beif 
f^artj^ by pvitting Yatefecrt upon inviting 
bim to ride bome witb* bifl», to took at 
ft new and famaus racer ; she^ therelbra 
Hb2 
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told Erdestone she was trying anew horse; 
she should wait for his judgment, in their 
voqy home, to buj^ and then gave her 
mother a look to depart. Ao^d observing 
that Erdestone took his hat, when Mrs. 
Delyayne rose, she was enabled to make 
her adieus with undiminished compla- 
cency — with a look - at Lord Edward 
Mowbray, that signified she bore in mind 
the Aope. of seeing him at the 6a// — with 
an eqgaging tender of her hand to Misf 
Emcotts, accompanied by a laughing 
turn of her eyes on Yalcrest, and, " Miss 
Emcotts we meet on Thursday — one ball' 
more before I am done up !" with a de- 
claration Lady Bridget must absolutely 
play if only, " She rosy morn," the next 
time she came, and with an obeisance, 
deepened to primitive fbrmality, when she 
met Lady Naglefort's eye; which, if it 
was not calculated to c^onciliate^Wolsey^ 
she knew would not send him off, as she 
observed be had already Marianne's band 
to lead her to the carriage; in return for 
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uriiich canttmy, sliesaid^to BMlie9#Me; tt 
Ikef dkneetided^ 'ibe^ stoird^ '^ Ymi' must 
gt?>e me a treat Mr. Erdeafone^yoainast 
mouot me^^-^ttCr ! I knew joui Kaye done ft 
l^elefe/'' 9be preeeeded soperdediog Brdb* 
«toiie^» reply, ** that is wjij Imakeftte 
request. I felt it e^erj step ihe horse 
took this^ morBieg ; e»ery <Amg"hra? wo* 
ima^s- Fidings diepends en;ber beings well 
adjusted^ ia faer seat/* Erdbstoue^ accord^ 
iiig, mfl^irfed her^ amf sfae looked" irp^ art 
Miss Bincotfe, to' wave her hand in trv- 
vmifh, a* eariyin]^ off Wolsey, m- a.dSh' 
^Di itt'^ very performance of a*i afRrotit 
t'^ fckDi Wolscyi however; iff part, re- 
toftedtbe intended morttffeatitwr— hegavc 
his horse to B^destone'* servant and* ask- 
ing Mr«. Delvayne if rfHe wouW admit 
him; jumped into the carriage after Miarr- 
JBine. Zetttca turned short rotntdP Btit 
she recollected her mother wa-s there, amd 
t£a( ke d^a^sted at etose carriage^ atrd* an 
vivacity; and badinage, vras- as- often tite 
Jisint e# policy, n» the effuston^ of har^ 
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monipuB feelings, she was* equal io ren- 
dering herself all allurement to Erdestone^ 
falling constantly behind the carriage, 
after passing it, with a certain signifi- 
cance of eje and air, that she. persuaded 
herself would be past Wolsey's tolerating. 
But Wolsej had no predeliction for thp 
servitude of love ; so alighting to assist 
Marianne, when she stopped at home, he 
asked her if she would indulge him with 
a game of chess ; and Mrs. DeWayne pro« 
ceeded to Spire alone. Marianne could 
not but return an affirmative to his re- 
quest; but she waited at the gate to in- 
vite Zeluca to be spectatress of the game, 
though under the circumstances in which 
Zeluca approached, she, had fair cause 
to think ' Wolsey would, for thc^ time 
being, %e discarded. Zeluca with 
her back to the horse's head, and guiding 
him with the reins brought over her own 
— was confident enough of her seat, to 
invite Erdestone to a race with her. He, 
however, not only declined, but in dread 
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of an accident^ held her horse, in with 
such determinatioD, in spite of her remon- 
strances, that she drew the most happj 
augurj'from his solicitude. And when, 
in addition, she helieved Wolsey too im- 
patient and anxious to proceed on with 
her mother, hj seeipg him at the gate, the 
joy that sparkled in her eyes, denoted all 
she was capable of feeling of happines^r. 
But the shock was commensurate, when 
Wolsey, instead of mounting his horse, 
wished her good morning, and opened the 
gate to admit Marianne and himself. 
The change in Zeluca's countenance was 
striking, and ominous to a marrying man; 
and Marianne dreaded she would fallow 
it up by some extravagance of passion; 
for it was indubitable, that in defiance of 
penetration and forethought, with Jax 
principles, suspicion, and all the collusive 
qualities, calculated to constitute a per- 
fect dissembler, Zeluca's head-str6ng ir- 
ritability counteracted her powers of 
address. But luckily for her, Wolsey's 
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self-ioTe (band apolc^v Tr 1i«r ymf^ 
taeoce, ia feeling lo\e fur himself at tte 
botlQBi of it. Tberp laj her ju^tificaticm 
on rrery act of tiitiefRperafe despotism, 
wad la aoaiw^ d^^oe the dupe of the commMi 
error, that warmth aed shh&erity of tern* 
per aresynonjmous; be never saw bkaself 
the actaatitjg spring of ber fiery em<>(iofl8; 
but he took occasion to extenuate her 
failing by praises of her artlessoesA 
Consequently, he was not disgusted when 
she exclaimed^ crimson flu«hingher check, 
"So Marianne you interdict roc yoor 
house — for you know it is the samo thing 
to invite me to see yl»u muzfzing over a 
game of chess — L-^I > -- m ...** 

'^Nothing can certaiuly^ be at greater 
trial of patience/' hastily, said Marianne: 
*^ So Mr. Wolsey we niuat in conscieflc^ 
postpone our game,, i£ my cousin wilt 
walk in." 

Zelucaaliglited---*'' Vouknow Iwanted, 
Wyond every thing, to speak to you abqut 
•*r-^oiit the ball,'' said she> at on€e> re- 
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sentfiil of Wolsey^s ^aucy smile, and 
pleased at his more than half appeased 
defiance. '' You know perfectly well 
1 was certain to walk in.'' 

Wolscj looked for a moment dubious- 
then called to Erdestone not to be in such 
haste — said to Marianne she was perfectly 
right in not permitting his intrusion — 
bowed to them both^ and mounting his 
horse rode away. 

Zelluca's first emotion was the glee of 
victory at having sent him off; but 
vexation at having committed her own 
feelings^ came in course, and she paced 
the walk with Marianne, indulging in 
acrimonious charges at her readiness to 
give Wolsey an opportunity of putting 
her affection to a mortifying test. " That 
is what all men will do/' said she, '^ I 
never knew one whose vanity c0uld with- 
stand such a proof of their own power; 
but it is not every woman who is like me, 
so unlucky as to have a friend who will 
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afford than negy assktaoee she cta^ 
grant/' ~ 

'' Zelaca/' smd Marianne, ** It ii 
lucky your friend ii e€ m #o21f^ a tem-^ 
peraaMDt she can ewflMk joor a€cu- 
tttiMSi I knom yeu d» Mt mean ^ntuAf 
you say; and tkenhee^ I aa b^ n^%*^ 
DftBt. I£ I had nott bean witfe you thit- 
norntnffi w«lfa whom vrMild Wobey ba^re^ 
found encouragement to tettt tbe piqiM^ 
ymieKeited? Witby m yo«i say, the Am- 
bmshing Misa EaMH>tt8. Aih, my dMr, 
if you do nat degrade nie> comid^ haw 
jiaot degrade yourself hj ttiete ebacg^eSi T^ 
aan truly say, I am nat only nmacant et^ 
intef fermf* witb your wistias, but £ aa» 
ttiaiduoas^ not to do so/^ 

'' O yes, 1 know you are forced to take 
m great deal of pains to make yourself 
disagreeable, or else— —Oh ! I should 
not even get a partner at a dance, but by^ 
yi>ttr sufferance! But I wonder, with alt 
tills contempt of shewing off to Wolsey^ 
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wd Krde«tooe> ind emfiy ho&y else, I 
iFfenAea yoti doti't make the parity of 
y<Hir foi>lK5arauce evident, by taking Cap- 
tain Cassenberd, wlitiis a most excellent 
IBatch, unless you look for rank ?" 

'^ Siirely," said Mariawne, '5 it is not 
aeoeesary/ that to be just to you, I should. 
ke t'eachertius to Captain Cassenberd ! 
Moreover, I-couM hot take him if I 

would." 

'' I \rill answer for i)ringii^ hira on 
again/' cried i£eluca, '^ there shall be no 
fXCttse from bis defalcation, I— — " 

Mart«oae interrupted her. '^I mearrt 
not tt> make an e:i:cuse, but to give you 
my opinim/' 

'^ It is a wrong ^inioo, however/' safd 
Zduca, iookiag anxiously to be itivited 
to proofe. 

" Weil, iS it k," retamed Marianne, I 
can only sir^ it is immaterial; for I can- 
^dty own that Iwouid not have Cas- 
neoimvd if be bad romk in addition to hit 
•ifaer ^swssiops/' 
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'' So I thought r ^claimed Zcltica. 
'^ I am ncTer misled on these points : I 
could haire sworn that was your fixed 
determination/' 

^ Oh Zeluca," cried Marianne. '' If 
you had lost the dearest object of your 
affection^ by a death of such affliction 
and HI Seringa that it is impossible wholly 
to wean the mind from the bitterness of 
retrospection, you would understand how 
little sensitive the heart is to the common- 
place preference of a common-place cha- 
racter. And, if religious, reflections^ as 
in my case, had been forced on you, by 
the loss of a brother, young, - and good, 
and lovely, with every auspicious promise 
his affection could sanction, you would 
admit the mind incapable of collusion and 
baseness, that has experienced the transi- 
torine^s of this world's legitimate enjoy- 
ment. I beseech you, for your own sake 
not to suspect me,'' continued Marianne, 
covering her face with her handkerchief; 
'^ believe me^ my feelings, as well as 
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my printiplM te6oi\ from imdehniniiig 
your 

It wfti not ea«y. for ZeluOa to compre- 
hend Marianne's ifldiffereiice to what WM 
incorporated with her every sense of en* 
joyment; yet she did believe, from va- 
rious tokens> that her brother's loss oyer- 
bore all inherent interest in gaming other 
men. But^ that other men should not be 
deterred by such sincere unacted apathy 
from all interest in her, was incongruous 
i;vith her own successful allurement,, yet 
ascertained by hef wary observations. It 
vfVLS a fact, however, she did not venture 
to raise Marianne's vanity by putting her 
in possession of She made a wiser use of 
her recovered temper^ by endeavouring to 
aooth the grief she had encreased, in hope of 
reinstating herself in the favour of one^ 
'whose honourable ideas constituted her 
the most eligible o f friends. And having 
accomplished her purpose; she took an 
affectionate leave, and hastened home to 
1 i 
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she would have to subyert rWals^ asdii- 
-tiont in principle €rom >M«riaiiiie, as 
-diejr were (under tteguidmee^ b^bsr 
^Urnnper) skiihir indisf^ikian^^bsmii. 
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attended by the serTant. Erdestone pro* 
fessed himself struck by the surprize she 
vrpuld.feelj and asked Wolsey i;rhether it 
would be the more beooToleot thing to 
send his groom after the carriage^ to tell 
her where Zeluca had stopped, or to re* 
main quiescent aod save her the pain of 
feeling her daughter's freaks were obTi* 
•us to observers, she certainly did not 
wish to be alive to. them ? There wai 
)o much significance id Erdestone's man* 
ner of putting the interrogatory, that 
W<4sey coBsidered his breaking througli 
the reserve tjkat had mutoally .exirted 
when Zeluca viras the topic, a challenge 
to a discussion he was not a little agitated 
at entering on. He knew that Erdestone 
had resolve4 not to embitter his fatherly 
life by an adverse marriage; and that bin 
ftther lod^ked very high' fbr*a wife for 
bim; and that knowledge had atett^ 
the effect of many occurences that vrould 
otherwise have r uiSed ' his ^sdiitigs. But 
the riB|; and the concomitwdk elevatipa of 
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jpTob%tXoa of a faaU be tbougbt E^i^ 
mtome, perhafM^ en^Pal tba gluiiijf i^im 
le« ; and disregar dioj^ tba purport of thaf 
qtMtttiM^ be taM be mppropruAei lit- 
liica'ft appareM cmprkiou^ ill kwmoup, aa 
tbe r4^l exuberai^e of love and Jeidtmsgfi 
And be made an autbofttative full pause^ 
ia eiqieetaiiOQ of btafkig Brdestooe^s ie*' 
f/iy, by ttaliiig proofs 0f regard m t«|»' 
ieviug to bis conTie^i^Bi of prefereuee. 

Erdestone undevsioed bii^fteliDgs^ aa^ 
iMui glad toallaj tbe pain of suspenne^ bgf 
eomiDg innnediateljr to the poin^;, witbp 
a deelaratioo^ that his own admiration of 
Z^luca was limited to ber talents as a* 
oausieiaD^ wjncb bad afSMrded bia manj^ 
hours of enjojoiMl. 

Wolse^ looked at bimwitb wonder^ 
pleasure^ and witb some degree of 
bteoded iiicreduUtj; to "wbich Brde» 
atone t«pli^, bj aikii^^ bow be eould^ 
pokiblj be ioseiisttile to tbe (eosperato 
and jttdicipus proofs Lsidy Naglefofl*' 
ii3 
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advanced, of the detrimental resultt <^; 
Zeluca*s much vaunted education? He 
declared that she wat not a heedless, but. 
a lelfish and tfeacherous flirt; ofv?hich: 
be had been so much in hopes to con- 
vince Wolsey that he had often met her 
half-way — nearly half-way in Afaose ad- 
vances^ thai (to say nothing of their of- 
fensiveoess to a delicate man) were revolt- 
ing to rectitude^ in their evident ambition- 
to atcheive the disunion of twa sincere ^ 
friends. He said that when he last quit- 
ted Greystone^ he refrained frods those^ 
comments; and that disapprobation ha 
thought more likely to stimulate than, 
repress the passion^— he believed the 
artificial produce of her labours^— but 
finding on bis return^ that those laboura 
still tended to the same pointy and that 
a marriage would ensue, if he did not- 
interfere : be ran the risk by interference 
of leaguing all the vgratitude, self-krve, 
and credulity of his friend's nature on Zo^ 
luca's aide^ with a faint hope that hft , 
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might inateftd rouse bis prudence. And 
fthea softening the harshness of his stric- 
tures, by a tone and air ot truest solici- 
tude, he besought him still to demur— 
stitl to enquire whether her exhibitions of 
love and jealousy, carried not »uch proofs 
aljoflg with them of confirmed iyrannw 
temper, as would render marriage iri^ 
tolerable under the difierent hues, love^ 
and jealousy would then assume — whether 
k)Te so domineerning and selfish, and 
and withal, so prudential, was not de- 
finable selfrlove; and whether jealousy, so 
exacting anct unjust in its olyects of sus- 
picion, bad not a source in' envy and 
intolerance, falsely sheltering under 
the disguise of an endearing sc*iitimeni 

Wolsey's ever animated countenance 
-varied at every suggestion ; but angry 
feeliiigs gave way to the undoubted sin- 
c^ity of Erdestone's friendship, and dis- 
turbance at such a picture of Zeluca, to 
pleasure, in finding be was free from tb« 
competition he most dreaded to encounter. 
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Seeore ef not bem^ siipiilaiiM hy] 
destone, be was euabM to make one coof* 
ccMiofl wUhbut any pain toliimself; hm 
j^oouaed he vniuld demur — be would BCtutL 
niM — yet wilb «ich an air of internal de^ 
8ion,a« aftsured Erdestone^ that scrntiajr aad< 
delay would end in ascertaining that love 
ulme was chargeable with all Zeluca'*^ 
frailties^ unless some audacious impulse of 
passion should ^ive him to detennineA- 
retaliation with Marianne^ towards wboaa. 
lie bad many reasons for believing Wolsefi^ 
naturally impelled, though ber qiBetn^i 
ception of any token <^ regard, formed m 
contrast to the obvious jfVa/oii^y in Zekica/ 
that was indeed the spell by which she 
had charmed him into love. 

Erdestone resumed after ^ longpaus^-*- 
^ It should seem I have been giving ad^ 
vice, destined, proverbial warning assurer 
us, (o reach die cognizahceof that influe«ee 
it is intended to undt^rmine. Yet coidd I, 
kicouscience^FufiRrtrypu to enuncautia&ed^ 
though feelii^g mycauticm useless to yon. 
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mnd in a degree detriiQental to myself? 
You will naturally my I have surmounted 
that season, when enthusiasm decides the 
conduct ; it is true my e^^perience has 
brought within my knowledge bitter ex- 
amples of the insufliciency of a completecl 
project to effect its desired end. I calcu- 
late^ therefore^ on contingencies, perhaps, 
with a prudence revolting to spontaneous 
Impulse ; yet I acknowledge not any dt- 
ninution {^feeling. I can comprehend 
an attachment, sacrificing all workHy ad? 
▼antages to love — perhaps, I would imbibe 
such an- one ; but before I should decide 
<m immediate self-gn^ification, I would 
•xtend my view to all the conccumitant 
eVik I and if I could tfot ascertain them 
to be subordinate, conquer my incKnation ;. 
do not reject my advice then as the common- 
place >«DamMtg oi frigidity I ft is the ad- 
juration of vivid sensibility^ tempered by 
deep thinking on the general cause of 
tin^afei^ed expectation !" ferdestone ceased 
speaking to ftili iato reflection a& deep m 
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be piodoced in Wolsey ; for " thwe is wik* 
employment the huoofto mindwiU^ with 
6«eh avidity pofMe, as the diaeoy^ry ofi 
concealed paMioQ ;'' and without ioipatiofp^ 
0. pailicte of diif4icily to Mtekmie> ^bm- 
striking akesaAio^ ia her person^ thttb waa^ 
aOribHttd i» hw biother'a deaths he ho^ 
lieved to bo the joint result of htent tm^ 
demesa for IV/oIsey ; and gaw her emjr 
credit for the 9mbjug0t^ feeling, iKPhethei. 
the dietate of native delicacy, ear of si 
coo^pect with her cwsid hoaonJily pi3a» 
served* Ho looked to her eitreme imr 
diflference to iTa^weiiberd^ aad. though 
some coonterpoisif^ sentiment mmt opch 
rate against the eligible opportunity ht 
afforded of briglEHtnisig hv iiohited Ibt} 
and tbea ipok in those gpaces of f esson 
and animatioBM deeni^ so ijiiMistiUe ia 
Wols^, with that integrify of mind m^ 
portant to her^ and thought it ^ifm 
scarcely poi^ihle she should escape aa 
influence her itiiimacy with her eouf^ia 
io^dejred t^er cooataadj^ sul^ect tat Yet 
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Jie ttonld deduce no shtMiger evidence of a 
tecret passioo^ tiian 4boie blushes he oc- 
^€8siiMially criled fiprth^ by the piHrtted 
inqubitiire si^ificance with which be 
Ifarought Wokey's name forvrard ; and, in 
ftruth^ Marianne i/vas not sensibte of a pi!e« 
ference to any* plan approaching to lore. 
She could even think without discoii^* 
posure, though not withoat regret^ ti»t 
fBhetnust behave aitnest repdlingly to the 
two men of her acquaintance 4ihe most 
festeemed ; for Zeluca's exactions had «o 
micreased^ by being yieUed to^ that aie- 
itiitily that was the case^ as she hardly 
"^entoted a sentence to Erdestene, or 
Wols^^ withoat making it a rule, to4ed( 
lin Zeluca's speaking looks for «anctbn. 

It produced no slight d^ree of Texatifm 
to Zeluca that Marianne^ fwtho iwas ^so 
'jgenerally nndef her own eye« in eveiy 
^Mirt of amusement, should laaJfie one vt 
Lady Naglefort's dinner, party the <day 
of the ball, while she was forced to content 
' iienelf with coiaapany at ,hoae> withoot 
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the addition of either Erdestobe of Wokey. 
It was true it bad been ber own fauHj that 
.reciprocal disgust and disapprobation^ be- 
tween her and Lady Naglefort, had con- 
verted an intimacy into Yery protracted 
meetings at Mch other's houses >* yet when 
it was her wish to be invited to Greystone^ 
abe never failed to rail at Lady Naglefort, 
for preserving the distance she held it pb- 
darate and malicious not to dismiss when 
she condescended to flatter ; a condescen- 
sion she had meanness to give iato^ when 
neither l(yce nor fear rendered acrimony 
avaikbiei but which^ she mrely had 
temper to follow up effectually with less 
distinguishing penetration than Lady Na- 
glefort possessed. With her Ladyship it 
had no effect in producing the invitation 
Zeluca could $0 ill dispense with receiving 
that, but for her mother, she would have 
vented her indignation^ in a pointed insult 
to that aunt of Wolsey's it was her bu- 
siness ta conciliate. Mrs. Del vayne^ with- 
out opposing, ^ $ubv€rie4 her purpose^ 
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idled 4o s, pieaMnt party M innae, in 
<irhtoh^ ihfciugh Oftptaih Gafleenbevd^ dhe 
ftsid managed to anclade Lord Edwarll 
Moivrbray^ with ^wliom ^to enter 4he baM- 
tpoom '^[igagedj would be to give a iilltp 
4o Wokey'ft <eaU^a «6iii «o ^ctuating'*^ 
tthst Mt8, Oel^i^ite ventured on'biiitii^ 
^ Zelttca^ that {nany agreinens would ^ 
'iueluded in an union with Sir Ja/m Daw* 
Ush. And though fihe received an an* 
^wer of 'pontenipt and dusgu«t^ ^sbe pru-* 
iidentially eafried 'through her puvposej» 
«0f ^making ^herself agreeable to ^he ba« 
^ponet^ 'W4tfa an ejre to future ^oontingencies ; 
isnd became «o tstablished in his 'good 
^races^ tbat'Sir John^-with paternal indul* 
-gcnte, included ^bis daughter in €lie 
tparty to 'the bfllll, though only fifteen^ 
^emih the^Mrowed object of producing an 
t^Umacybetmten \mx ;and Zeluca. Z(b« 
luea^ when ^be bdbeld Miss Dawlkh 
emerge irom the^achoo^room^ afine ani- 
^msted girl^ w^ondered Mthere could haff 

TOL. I. K k 
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;'been her intellectB and her memory^ to 
have despised the opening maturity of 
fifteen. But if she had not prudence to 
conform to her mother's doctrine^ that 
in a close intimacy, women are best en- 
abled^ with plausibility^ to counteract 
rival charms, and render each other sub- 
servient ; her first impulsive, enmity to 
the fair debutiste^ subsided^ as she coolly 
considered «he mw&i, as yet^ be deficient 
in the savoirfaire that constitutes a for- 

, midable rival ; while she was not an in- 
eligible object to call ofi^ attention from 
Marianne. So has she ha4 through hints^ 
Marip-^ne had come grammatically to 
understand^ as the language of admitted 
dominion, conveyed an expectation she 
should not be engaged to either Erde- 
itone or Wolsey, Lord Edward had 
reason to think/ when he looked at his 
animated partner, as she eagerly greeted 
the friends who were waiting for them in 
the anti-room, that he might congratulate 
kimielf on appropriating the sweetest 
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temfertd^ as well as the most bewitching 
and accomplished girl in th6 room. And 
Marianne could hardly think she ought 
to dissent from his opinion/ on receiving 
Zeluca's cordial delighted tokens of 
kindness^ at finding she was disengaged-^ 
information Mrs. Delvayne needed not 
a look from her daughter to render ef- 
ficient. She laid her fan on Mr. Medli- 
cott's shoulder^, and haying signified her 
intention was to congratulate herself oo 
his return among them, said he must 
dance^ on the scarcity of beaus^ dnd pre« 
sented him to Marianne. Marianne had 
no idea he would have submitted to such 
wl restraint on his volubility^ and half 
i^miling^ she stood up with him^ and 
next to Miss Dawlish^ who resigned her 
place above Zeluca^ to have recourse to 
the accessibility she found a most pleasing 
contrast to Zeluca's devotedness to her 
partner, with which she would not suffer 
girlish curiosity io interfere. Mrs. Del- 
rayne endeavoured, as much as poasibl^^ 
Kk3 
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ionvft Zelue» the inter tial dit(titbtiice% 
dot 80 eMily silenced at the jotrng. do« 
Tice; she kept her eye on Wokey, witt 
» determinatioiiy if po88ible>. ii^ Fender 
eferj circumsiance of the ereniBg m4^ 
MTvieot to her daughter's' plan aaci 
pteasofe; aad Miss Emctotts* waa ac^ 
eordingfy a« firrt objact of soticitiide:. 
She madea* very flattering spee^ to her odt 
tbrssiperiority devivedfrom ctifitire, trnvtslj, 
wmd ratiTe na$iiy the» bilged;, asi notm 
AesecouZef be trorfii^ to bestow heronrone;. 
she had good reason^ U» knew under^tooA 
hm inferiority, with: a^ cerfoiat nnidture* ofi 
fkfimgt ib$d. efUUkdhkadaeomsidkvtbiibne 
Sfir John Da^lis^h had signifiedi hte^ io^ 
teilion of beingB spectsfcncr; coMeqjae^ly^ 
Mrs: Delva^ne felt it ki her* povi^e tsi 
tgaier hie defioteinsm^ ic^ seayr cpiartecr 
that it suited^ htr purpose j: uiikadpily it 
iid nothnmediateiy ai^iil; beeaifseMoaa 
Smiott9p\eiiA0iifdsneap8g0mmttX} W^feis^; 
ti«ti(s0i tfrue is 1% tlaA the greater fbi^ 
ItMmv are tli# woi* fiQ»p>ra^ d^pen ef 
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tdulation) Mrs; Delvajne raised a self- 
complacency that induced Miss Emcotts 
to profe9s a desire to accept any partner 
for whom she interested herself;, and 
Sir John was unconsciously pre-devoted 
(0 one^ and by the other Lady for the 

third set Mrs. Delvayne recollecting 

with ctiaracteristic forethought to believe 
him engaged to Zeluca the second, that 
Miss Emcotts might not again be attain-^ 
able by Wolsey> after the intermission of 
two dances.. Zeluca found that her 
mother was> in the first instance, unsuc- 
cessful^ without recollecting jto be grateful 
for her efforts at success; discontent in- 
dented her brow^ and a. sigh intruded on 
her fluttering laugh. But on a hint 
from Mrd. DeWayne, she resumed her 
mirth with more energy than Was due ta 
Lord Edward's wit, and with some share ot 
satisfaction when she called to mind^ that 
Marriunne had entered the room disen-* 
gaged; for, notwithstanding her real 
haired to Miss Emcotts, Marianne was the 
'^ Kk3 
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indiividluftV ^at ^^cyt^l all eneantoiMMl 
nmak, flhff niiBt dreaded bmiig; MqMsiseMM 
hf. To' Im oatetrspfcd W comneMwatt 
^retei]isio» would be mmitifyiBg }. hv^, iint 
KfauJiBiiiiie to be raised aimve h«r &oii^ tlitf 
mrtDwsrd situation whicli was tfaeigrowi^ 
^Viork oif wiiat cegat d sbe did feel> wav il 
Ikiauiiation not to be glanced atwilb eiN 
dvrance;^ and ity ndislactmi abhms imuH>^ 
diate securitjr on tMt poimt,* sbe wati 
letter diapo^ to put a ba^py^constrK" 
Hmt iM» Wolaey*$ beha^riour. He w«l 
itandiag Gut, in coo^versation wiib Aftii 
Bmcotts^ i^er^ near her ; and ae faer supers 
alNindant colloquial competence A^ been 
m»^t dtstatefnl to hiai> Zein^a hopdl h0 
•mum eahibiting his e^j&ymeni of it io 
p^ue her, instiead of pressing for the in^ 
dkfaiigable saltatioii by whic& be w«i 
lieetistoaic^ to get rid of it; *In a degree 
Jlelnctt was right. Wh^ Wolsey saw 
jMt ei:idtation, in an engagemeirt to ImA , 
Bdwailly he ^tkreA the bawl he had kept 
Hm fiif' her to Mm EmcoU$ in xe^tiiiMiri^ 
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^mfiiy olheriK defereme to^ has pvomiae to 
denottrandscTutinhBe^ 0tihBitthe8>UmidttB 
of doubtfidi oonpetitioii in Erdeetooe Biy 
Isngpet ^8(jed; whisn the first aett wiu 
fyvBt, be cemaii^d insensible to aH 2be- 
hftca'ff «>neediDg glanees; nor suffered 
hmr to be moie successful, when she weo* 
M&r as iniirect 'petition. Erdestone wm 
afitea dbincHoed to dance; and baviog come 
to^ an explanatixm wittr Wol^j^ be was;,^ 
ptrfaaps^ more disiuElined to help Zelxna 
Waivy advantage o^ier him; consequently, 
fthd wu» suddealj^' and unvrarily tahen in 
/b3^tbe mastiaeiivres. she bad ofttn prac^ 
tised; fov the bad refused other invita^ 
tioBt, under the plea of an engagement 
she could not bring to bear with ciih^r 
of thtai. But tha^ the report, or the 
supposition, might not go forth, that 
the was ki want of a partner — that slor 
#&' the reputation of a first rate belle — 
slue declared she was so ill with a bead^ache 
nod diiziness, she niu^t go home; and 
liie V9^ fixed to depart>. amidst profered 
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recipes ioniimerable^ recommendfttionr 
io try sitting still a while, and offers o$ 
Fefreshment, . without number. Mrs/ 
Delvajne^ however^ suggested she should 
stay till she was cool, and then retire, 
if she found herself no better^ and her 
suggestion was adopted ; for she accom^ 
panied it with a whisperied entreaty not 
to go^ and grant a triumph to those whosd- 
eyes were fixed on her and Wolsey. Ze- 
luca^ at the warning, made an effort ta 
hide her discomposure,, under /the bst 
sumed langour that was the best Ai^^ 
guise for the angry sullenness she almost 
burst to give vent to; and hope: lent 
timely aid to allay feelings that were so 
near to completing her irremedible ex- 
posure. Mrs. Delvayne di8pers:ed sur-^ 
rvounding curiosity, by intimating the pre* 
judice of a croud to any degree of faintness; 
and while Zeluca sat between ber and 
Marianne, with only Medlioott standing 
before them, Wotsey came up to enquire 
into her coiivalescence. Mrs^ Delvayoft 
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irifiiest directly rec^Uioeted she- had left 
a cafd^table witin a> preeipitatiaii>. fors 
which she niu«t end&i^vour to mak& 
ftmeiMls ; and if her good ^nuiB* would^ 
but v$wk upon Wdsey's pJiftoi^ilUy im 
Mne her mother's yaeaat seat, Zelaea^ 
tbeught he should not resist her efibftn 
tO' appn^Hriate htm. BUt Welsey didx 
net take the vacated seat ; a#ter one singlar 
mi4piky^ he cha(tedi_A%ith Medlicotl; ani 
titt forhc«ranee was again put to the test^ 
Mie eonsidbration^ sJone enabled hec tor 
tustaini She reodleeted she could ha^ei 
BO^ p^eto;ic& foe engrossing: Martaaiie^ but 
illness^, consequently^ if the i^odignaiaoii 
die £ek was su&red to- appean^ MaciaiMM 
woittld be- celeaaed^ and Wolaej miglilt 
a^afil htm&elf o^ ^\mt reil'asa. iSl^e^ stvll^ 
Him^S^ae,. leaaed on MariannC'S* shouMer^ 
iiitinaallingr thai remaaniti^ faininess au^ 
ihorisiidr the; siknees mtih whs)eb sho 
broyoded &vtT^ her iiesiai^ona^. till she could; 
ht looMf'ber imiignaticm» a4< ^bmi^ to hm 
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Medlicottj whether or no^ he fathomed 
her subterfuges^ and her ill-humour^ or 
sought to dispel languor bjr anecdote ; 
Vfith an evident intention of entertaining^ 
her^ recounted story after story to th# 
an^usement of Wolsey, and, indeed, o$ 
Marianne, as far as amusement was com* 
patible with the constraint imposed hy 
what she plainly felt to be Zeluca's way* 
wardness — till at length they were startled 
by the abrupt exclamation of " My GodP' 
pronounced by an individual among » 
little group of females, discovered to their 
view through the vista Wolsey and Med- 
licott made, by turning to gather front 
corroborating cireumstances, the impulse 
to the ejaculation. Loud laughter dis«< 
covered it to be a merry one, and Ma- 
rianne hoped recovered self-possessibzi 
would ensue to Zeluca from it; for she 
followed up her first surprise, by com- 
plimenting Medlicott with i^ttention, who 
said, " I felt no alarm, ladies, though you 
appeared startled. I merely wished to aicer^ 
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taioMrlio composed this class of quizzetC 
of which you know there are three : the 
scientific^ who make it a vehicle for self- 
czultatidti and depreciation of rivals — -Ihe 
insipid^ who. always amble as fast as pos^* 
•ible after the fashion — and the extrava- 
gant^ with whom asperity evaporates in a 
species of ridicule^ 6f which we may 
justly say> 'True no meaning puzzles 
more than wit/' 

'' And which class of quizzers did the 
exclamation denote^ Mr. Medlicott?** 
asked Marianne. 

'' Ohj indubitably^ whenever you see a 
group of girls laughing immoderately, 
and no man among them, particularly in 
a ball-room where there is a scarcity. of 
men, depend upon it that mirth is the 
adopted outlet of discontent and despair, 
and incoherent extravagant caricature the 
extensive source of the mirth^ while 
^ My God V and '' O, Jesus !" with '' God 
Almighty, my dear !" are the interjectioni 
#f '^ sound and fury, sigoifyiDg nothing** 
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ilmt (Serve «B « twt j^tf yi i rfkl My iatit 
Auction to «ugge8tioiH| too ^cortrai^aM 
to fall under the imp^taticm €fdRfiKce.^ 

'^ We are near enot^h^to thif -'gt^evp 
for a specknen/' 6aid Wokey. 

" Yes ; and *hey »pe ^»o inudi 4n oar 
jT^iT^as ftot to suspect' our -oognia»iice/' 

'' But/' returned Wolsey, '' wrth Jthe 
^Qise of ibe mueic^ how shall ^^ dnim* 
guish a word, unless we are «ilent-— 
absolutely muni/' 

Medlicott looked .at bim, *' Wdll, my 
good fellow, why should ^we not ^ 

tf ileut'?-*^! said the other day to Siady " 

'";^i ha!" iirteufupted »Vdlsey,*"f4Bt 
ithat yjou could be aUeut I4iape;-*-^iwl»jr 
^u might ^pick up ta igood thing for 
firopagalion^ if you ioould command 4l 
fttan^er pf auJiouc^s tac^umity/' 

IMU^Uttottiook^disouiid, asd'(i^ak'4»i 
^6ad. ^' -Af o, no; there^will beno^tog 
tfwKitbat Aetyiamountingfto a^good thing : 
^Mt^^soiast tiling, uid«ss itiisffom iMka 
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gekld^naii'Brtpetiiioa. Her fallier helped 
me to mMky a trans-marine trait ; he 
was cursedly jealous about five jears 
back, when he came from a campaign 
abroad, of a naval oflBcer : his wife w^as 
v«ry near her time, when he consulted me 
ab^ii^ some ommous tokens of a tendrS 
f&T Captain O'Halleran. I am a man of 
peace, and thought they had had fighting 
enough ; so I proposed an amicable cri- 
terion. O'Halleran had lost an arm, .and 
1 suggested that if a child should be born 
with twOy he should be acquitted of being 
the father/' 

'' Bravo! Medlicott,'' cried Wolsey. 

'* By the Lord,'* answered Medlicott, 
^' I proved I knew my man to a J\; for he 
watched for the coming of the child with 
the impatience of ad ordealist ; and when 
the young squaller appeared with his com- 
pliment of limbs, he took so much shame 
to himself, that he and his wife lived in 
perfect harmony till they were taken oflf 
together in a scarlet fever. I remember^— " 

VOL. I. L 1 
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Zeluca stopped him; for Lady White- 
lock's name^ by one of the group^ suc- 
ceeded by a laughs created a desire to 
attend; and Medlicott bowed assent to 
her request. 

'' Make me think of Lady Bountiful, 
my dear/' said a handsome^ bold loojsing 
girl to another, who was pointing her 
ladyship out: " No; it is for all the 
world a midwife Lady Whitelock makes 
me to think of: I think I hear her saying, ' a 
little patience — a little patience — another 
pain, and all will be oveV — Dear, com- 
fortable creature, how 1 wish I knew her.^ 

" Very well,*' said a little demure 
looking thing, with all possible glee. 
•' So it's a midwife you want to know; 
rii tell parson Tyndale." 

'' O yes;— Well, tell him," replied 
Miss O'Keefe. " It is not at his stammer- 
ing out a rebuke for me that I care ; for 
I think I'm a favourite; he told Mrs. 
Jones that I was exactly the girl, to — to — 
to I can't say what; for he couldn't: lo 
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jou may suppose it was the worst that 
could be/' 

'' O, for shame! and what do you 
mean? And what did he mean? And 
what did Mrs. Jones think he meant?" 
with abundance of he, he, he's, and ha, 
ha, ha*s, continued, till Miss O'Keefe^ 
handsome Miss O'Keefe, as Wolsejr 
•tyled her exclaimed — 

*' Heavenly powers ! my dear : would'nt 
it be a mighty piece of virtue to shoot 
that poor Mrs. Morley ?" 

'^ What, has she been bit by a mad 
dog?- 

'^ No, poor dear; by a tame dog, I 
should think. What a shame old Morley 
never lets her go out but twice a year, and 
always by his shrivelled side, and the old 
white lute string on^ her. I don't wondejr 
she's always saying ' It's so cold/ I only 
wonder old Morley don't say as Lord 
Thurlow did, ' Warm it and be d d." 

'' Oh ! oh ! oh ! you're too bad was 
succeeded by-r- 

1.1 « 
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" Well, the Misa Welds' doo't go out 
10 much ; but tbe^ would'nt keep up their 
dignitj that way, if they knew old Morley 
wa» copying them/* 

'' O Christ ! ray dear/' returae4 Mist 
O'Keefe, pulling her next neighour ; 
'^ talking of dignities, did you see whai 
a thump the Bishop gave Ladj 

Nagleforfs ^ ? What a blessing for her 

the false one's are entire out of fashion/' 

'' And see how he bows and sticks out 
his own/' 

*'Yes; for fear Sir Peregrine should 
have seen the insult, and fight him/' 

'' No ; he's safe there. Sir Peregrine 
never comes ; he's afraid of Wolsej/' 

'* No; there I am sure he's safie^ 
Woley's black eyes aj:e always fixed on 
Miss Pelvayne's face/' 

" No; not alwaya^ my dear/* cried Miss 
O'Keefe. It is at other people be can look 
too.'^ 

'' Well, I think/* cried Marianne, 
making an srttempt at a movement, '' wt 
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tiaxe paid due attention ;" but instead of 
being seconded, she was silenced hy tht 
^ Hush/ of the gentlemen, and, to her sur- 
prise, by a pressure of the arm from 
Zeluca. 

But Miss O'Keefe had suddenly lighted 
upon another subject ; becauseone of her 
companions, not wishing to encourage 
her self-complacency, stopped the critique 
on Wolsey's eyes, and the services he put 
them to, by saying, " La, here is Mrs. 
Starling, though she had such a bad mis- 
carriage only a month ago." 

'' Aye, my dear," cried Miss O'Keefe: 
^' It is'nt by coming here she'll miscarry 
again ; and she thought, perhaps, you'd 
like to ask the major, why his wife's mis- 
carriage is like the name of one of old 
Shakespeare's plays." 

*'Lord, why is it ! exclaimed every in- 
dividual of the knot. 

'' Because, oh ! oh ! oh !'* cried she, 
flinging her arm in an ecstacy on her^ 
l13 
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neighbour. '' It it ' Love's labour Lost' " 
'' Ob>" pursued sbe^ ^' do let us tell it to 
Miss Dove for a warning — look at her, 
bringing her ejes so modestly on the 
ground for the colonel — now she's ogling 
— DOW he's bristling up everj entire hair 
of his mustachio's« He wears a hooej 
cap all over his head, exfcept his ejes, to 
bring on his whiskers for the wedding ; 
and how they are improved !" 

" Yes ; she's got a sonnet to bis mus- 
tachios in her pocket. Nasty thing, she'i 
always quoting poitry." 

'' Oh Heaven's ! my dear, I have it. 
She means to get Miss Emcotts t6 recite 
it in broken English, and Lady Bridget 
'Vy^hitelock to give her a French raotto." 

'' No, no ; French isn't learned enough 
for Miss Emcotts," 

" No, no ; no more it is. Lady Bridget 
sent a note this morning, and this was 
it: — ' Lady Bridget Wbitelock's com- 
pliments to Miss Dove, and cannot 
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pbaae herself wkk a French motto ; and 
has seat her and Miss Eineotts ^J^ro bono 
pubUeo/ a^they both like Latin/' 

''^ Yes, so it wast, only it was Maria 
Bmcotts ; because beauties are always 
^called by their christian names/' 

^'Yes^ English beauties; but Miss 
Emcotts is only a beauty in Hebrew/' 

" Well, she's very civil always, if you 
cocoe in her way/' • 

'' Lord, I don't like her civility better 
than Zeluca Delvay ne's insolence. Besides, 
I'm always afraid shell ask me to stand 
lower in Greek, and then 1 should be more 
puzzled than when Miss Delvayne sings 
one of her new dances to the musicians, 
that I could do as well as she does, though 
she thinks nobody can sing but herself/' 

'^ Why don't she teach her cousin 
then?" 

'' Oh, her cousin says, she always looks 
best when her mouths shut ; so she won't 
learn/' 

Again^ Marianne made an effort to avert 
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the geneiial aukv^ardness of a mal adroit 
truth, if it should come out ; but she wat 
overruled with vehement injunction to be 
silent, and — ''Ah, but she won't be a clas- 
sical beauty after all!" met her ears 
again, and a shake of the head from 
Wolsey\ Zeluca's angry eyes while the 
s^peaker pursued. 

'' Miss Emcotts, says her beauty is attic, 
and. her costume always rustic ; so she 
violates the unities. And her aunt won't 
let her dress any better, because they're 
afraid shell be married first " 

" Heavens, my dear !" exclaimed Miss 
O'Kcefe, *' talking of violating; here 
comes Lady Kitu, to put in her claim, 
ha — ha ! 

*' Almighty God ! my dear, she's com- 
ing this way — 1 dare«ay she's dropped a 
treatise on the art of getting married out 
of her pocket." 

*' Well, my dear, we have not found 
it — there's a deal of people she'd better 
go to tiian us — ah ! so she thinks she'* 
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making up to Erdestone, the Honourable 
Mr. Erdestone, standing as stately as, the 
Grand Turk — blood for blood, I dare say 
she's bawling out to bi8 royalty, if you 
could but bear her." 

^' I wonder who hell throw the hand- 
kerchief to/' 

'' Ob, he never throws the handkerchief 
^ — he hates women — instead of a handker- 
chief, he lias the maids tossed in a blanket 
once a week, and he's fallen in love with 
Jiady Naglefortj because she's an m-ft^- 
tmeeri — se^, see — he's going to skirk Lady 
Kitty'— he pretends he don't see her come- 
ing up, well she won't get him the next 
two — where is he coming ?" 

They all stopped in dead silence — 
for the object of their immediate stric- 
tures passed so near, that they cast on 
each other a conscious look, while he, tak- 
ing . a seat by Zeluca, was instructed in 
the cause of the silent attention he had 
not foreseen where Medlicott made one. 

'^ h" said be, *' was too distant to 
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gather one word of the subject of the 
mirths I too observed ; but I can guesi 
that single women, past the prime of life, 
includiug an iliasion to man in all stages, 
ba?e given zest to every equivoque and 
burlesque that could be fabricated out of 
what is most ludicrous, and most admira- 
ble in the room/' 

" Whatever was the subject/' said Ze- 
luca, with infinite haughtiness, the pre- 
dominant feeling was envy and malice, in 
bringing in names they can never have 
any concern with. (That miss," she con- 
tinued, in a whisper to Marianne, *'lpre- 
tends to be in love with Wolsey, I see/') 

" Oh, for the pen of a poet say I," ex- 
claimed Wolsey, '' to turn this night's 
specimen to account/' 

''If I had the pen of a poet," ob- 
served Medlicott, " I would employ it 
in a sonnet to my mistress. Give me a 
practical epigram, as my friend Horton, 
of the Guards, used to say ; he was minded 
to burlesque the handkerchiefs we used to 
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eram into our bosoms ; and he drew out 
a shawl of four jards length, one evening 
that floated along the room^ to the infinite 
amusement of the company^ and he ga- 
thered it up with matchless dexterity^ and 
re-depofiited it. It beat all to nothing 
Beauclerk's taking up a lady's train^ 
when they used to sweep the floor, to blow 
] his nose, mistaking it for his handker- 
chief/' 

''I see/' said Erdestone, ''there is 
going to be a change oi partners, for deep 
silence — and deep anxiety have, sup- 
planted in the group before us, the laughter 
that was go vehement !" Zeluca endea- 
voured not to feel, or not to shew she felt, 
a full participation in the hope and sus- 
pence attributed to a sett, she held in 
greatest contempt; yet Erdestone, in 
making an immediate transition from them 
to her, by asking if her head was better, 
icemed to exhibit a mortifying association 
in his mind; the question, however,, re- 
vived an extinguished hoi^t; for either, 
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from preseirtiiMiit or a latent tot v nci k m, 
Erdestone's adntration bad no sriid imC, 
wheo be stood firm against lier aHwrkig 
endeavours, to briag him to aid ber in 
piqaiDg Wolsey, she was struck hj Ite^ 
dread, that he pofntecUy shiinned compe- 
tition; but a \?ord was sufficient to rt^ 
inspirit ber, and in hopes bis enqmy 
tended to invite her to dance, sbe said 
she was so much belter as to be glad ^km 
bad remained in obedience to her mother's 
wishes. 

*' Fortunately/' said Medlicolt, "you 
are well without any remedy, but for a 
future case, I can tel( yen of a cure, ten m^ 
notes will prove infallible — it does nc* 
sound well — it has need of all tHfe graces in 
the application ; for, it is to blow with the 
kitehen beUows on the forehead, i pre- 
scribed it once to a lady at a rout — *" Nay,' 
said she, ' how will it look ; — ' that inner 
room is not lighted,* says I, 'aurd it 
empty — go into it with Sir Henry Larrafit^ 
and I will ring for the bellows/ ' No<i«n't 
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SiK'Mmv^ laaceryb, 1 ths^^he bhmiup&n 

"^ He \% HieidiaiisUble/' «»ried W^As^if, 
wMi so mttob inbemnt 2efl(^ tks&be «k^ 
eted syunpalliy ia bis pleasuve fnom aH 
ImtiiOeliica^ whoj ^ addition to Hm^ pang 
ke oQoasiQped lieri wae Texqd wkh ev0i|^ 
tyfig^-*^\i»lh ^e chftDge ki Erdeiton^ ifaat 
«b» attsUMit^ to an anderstenduig lie* 
•irew themrr*^with>]mppr^eQded illAeMN-^ 
Mdillhwpcdd xecantetioa, of ii; and aliQ 
Jme^ Kiyiogy^Ecrufiofrioiit^ ^' Where can 
iBMniM be;'' and pttriwAby Widsey, uo* 
^•Meieiis^ att)|»inoaient^ thattheleftAbp 
iHuine wth him-and Eideatone; 

liuiipQil l^ovfei^r^ had i^ moeli 
]|indM86 to «»ffiir bar to lote^ tiiroi^ 
mmt eagi^n668> thafc ji|ie hmm ao af»ioii» 
to^gain. She atarted upy and tahiogher 
an>^ beggtd hec to iBSMno by tiie o|M» ] 
ttuM&w. Jielifeoa. wiUkigfy aovdBtd^ Im 
rep^^oted irTipaitee; ^» a itooiidliaiioR 
imthW^ibqr ^vfa* become iMJiapiniafctet 
TOii. I. It m 
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Ib retcntmaift mad diBmaj she was forced 
t0 harbour the dread that Erdestooie 
would not interfere with his friend; cod^ 
tequratlj^ that coolness in Wolsej^ she 
wouU have been contentj time^ eircilni- 
stances^ and a degree of effort in hnn- 
self, should conjoin with her to dispel^ 
(qr^ perhaps^ extend to a rupture^ if a 
coronet has been the alternallTe) d» 
diose to consider a lover's quarrel impos- 
sible to a heart attached like her^s^ to 
protract ; so when the sett broke up, and 
Lord Edward Mowbraj accosted her 
with a second tender of his handj she 
coldlj answered, glancing at Wola^; 
that if she did vorfure to dance again>she 
was engaged. Thus defying the r^utation 
of a deceitftii flirt, dhe knew she thereby 
authorized- Lord Edward to join witii 
Valcrest in bestowing on her. -Erde- 
stone and Wolsey obs^ved her manoeuvre, 
and both knew each other did ; but if 
BrdiBstone's eye kdicated that she ought 
tolbe eondamned, Wolsejr's r^istedthe 
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. appeal. He did oot know what Zelirea 
did, that Lord Edward was going to quit 
the lieigbbourhood next daj not to re- 
turn ; and he believed he owed h^r gra^ 
titude for a sacrifice^ which, however^ 
imbandsoaie to the defeated, he thought 
none favoured would have been insensi- 
liie to; yet -he recoiled from eKciting 
Efdestohe'fl ilurcastic significance^ and as 
Im felt sure Zeluca M^as at his cotnmand^ 
ttirnedy with a laughing- air, to ask 
Medlicott why 1^ was not leading off 
with the heiress, as he couM sweav to 
having heard him ask. her. 
. Medlicott seemed posed for one mo- . 
fisenV though only for a moment. ^' Oh !^ 
cried he, -' what chance have J, if yoU 
have come to linger near her, and catch 
her envied tones directed to others! t 
must restrain my aspirings — ^you'll i^ver 
have to say to me as Paley (Archdeacon 
Patey) said to our great law lord — ^ Why, 
Ned, ^ee hast risen quicker than any 
Mm 2 
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ballooB/' 

Zeluc«» wbifpefad MAmime, '' Whrt 
•teff«lukt feUew dM8 utter r wbik Wol- 
Mjr flBCouraged him to proceed^ by atp* 
plftttdiiigl^ fkiU with which be wM^ed 
ctf M atlMk. 

▲eoo(diiigl]^ be went on. '' I «o«U 
ao^ come in before yonalpbabetienlfy; 
4nd tfmt wi^ is not ndnpted io a ren- 
desTMis at cimreh, though it answei^ 
Iva/iMe. A ceftain fpreat penon coMh 
wumded hit iofiltations alphabetiMllj. 
I called one morning on Mrs. Walme#ioa^ 
ited she saluted me with ' Mf. MedUoott, 
i shall have mm invitsitiea now ; 1 am eitne 
I shan't; every bodf faavd had tiieir'e a 
^re^/ 'No/ sajs I, 'not Mery bodjr~- 
Ihey^ a^habetioa%^-4he W**^-^sjure 
notaskedyet' ' ^mtsf certain fcaowled^/ 
she cried, ' half the W*— e in the king- 
dom are invited;' ' but, ^on my soitfl^ I 
beg four paidm,' added Medlieeit, bo#- 
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log to 2ieluca and Marianne: ' it is 
inexcifsable in me^ who tiavd so often 
foresworn risking my /atr fame by the re- 
petition of a lady's hon mots, at last to 
bare stumbled upon one/' aqd he darted 
away, as Wolsey observed, to seek Miss 
Emcotts. 

'^ That is the strangesi fellow/' said 
Erdestone to Marianne^ '^ I ever knew, 
though he certainly is adniHted into re- 
spectable circles; I never n\et with a 
creature that could say who, or what be 
is; he is, as he says, aspiring ; but I sus- 
pect he gets some of his anecdotes by 
descending; for I saw him several times 
last winter stealing up from the areas of 
houses in Grosvenor-square, thoroughly 
muffled up. I think if he was to string his 
anecdotes on a concatenating thread, wUh 
well chosen clue names/ he might* pro- 
duce a novel, fairly ranking with- the 
biographical olios so much ik vogue; 
but he *^rites for a review, don*t he ?*' 
pursucfd Erdestone, looking to 'Woheyr- 
nm3 
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WoIm^ ^m «a the net of tovitiag 2^ 
hum to joia tlie dUncerf, and Mitd, '' YeB^" 
without aoy coni^tioB of the queslieiL 

'' 80 our eoutki has left us m the 
lurch/' said Erde^oe. '' 1 liDpeyou haA 
. Btii saerificed toy partner's happiness wttii 
the intention of devoting yourself to h4t 
at the open wmdow." 

Marianne kt^bed, and assured him 
that Zeluca was not chargeable with de- 
featii^anygeatlesiati's happiness throu^ 
ber fitting still; and when Erdestone 
sho(d£ his headj incredulously^ she pro* 
«eeded to convince hiea^ bj explaining^ 
4faat Mrs. Delvayne had made an ei^age- 
^ment for Sir John Dawlisb^ in ignorance 
dif his having tendered himself Ui her;; 
^aad emsequently^ as the most eligible 
n^ustment, ^he bad b^^ed Sir John to 
Micaseher. ' 

*^ In fact^ you do not Uke Sir J^hn^ and 
was glad to give him up/' 

'^ bideed I do like him^ and hv^ ^Vi^ 
tDT Ido^ Tery much^" returned Mar^amie ; 
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ibr I am disiii6UH«d to dance tbis even- 

" That is Intky/* observed Erdei»toQe., 
'^ as it does not follow that the sarae objeet 
/that induced your dancing cousin to sit 
stilly ^ould have reconciled jou ta being 
^ spectator/' 

*' The sanaie obje<Jt/* repeated Marianne 
-^'' « head-ache." 

''Ahead-ache," interrupted Erdestone, 
guiding, at the same time, Marianne *8 
eytn to Zeluca. 

Mariaooe coloiired ; for it was impos- 
sible to look at the sparkling renovated 
delight with which Zeluca was talking 
to Wolsey bxiA expect the ruse d* amour 
would escape undiscovered ; and she 
lelt the more aukward^ from her obstin- 
ate klea that disappointed affection ren- 
dered Erdestone quick sighted and dis- 
pleased. " I — she — her head-ache/' re- 
jMimed Marianne, '' is certainly goi^e/' 

'' Assuredj^y/' again interrupted Erdc- 



d by Google 



4<M ULUCA. 

stone^ struck by Marianne's hesitation^ 
'' and if it was accompanied by any 
heart-ache^ that too^ at this instant^ is 
indubitably soothed/' Zeluca was^ at 
the moment, looking through Wolsey,» 
glass, and putting out the couple who 
required her assistance in the figure; 
and Marianne blushed at once with shame 
and vexation, that she should so errone- 
ously render obvious, the subterfuges she 
herself overlooked^ jn her exultation at 
their success. 

Erdestone watched Marianne's varying 
countenance ; but recollecting he was 
justified by no motive of curiosity in 
adding to the pangs of disappointment, 
he suppressed a remark that would have 
rendered bis suspicion of her feelings in- 
.telligible; and Said, instead; " Why, 
when you perceived my incorrigible 
blindness, did you not find a feint to 
open my 'eyes? There is Mr. Valcrest 
wishing me &ny where but where lam, 
that he may profit by itiy removal/' Miss 
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Dawltsh passed, ere he ceased speakings 
and stopping before them^ with girlish 
fondness pr^sent^d her band to Marianne^ 
proposing that they should go together to 
the card-room. Uy rising to obey, Ma- 
rianne proved she was unappropriated; 
and Mr. Yalcrest directly came up to 
ask her dance^ on which, Erdestone pro- 
posed to Miss Dawlish io stand vkp with 
hmi. Whether 'twais from iastinct or 
penekation, Yalcrest had certainly found 
oirt> that Attentions to her cousin were >no 
noore gratifying to 2^1 uca than any other 
female,; consequenilyyhis gallantry, which 
was always obsequious, when he cohde- 
acended[to lay aside bis apathy, was^coTZsp/- 
cuousbf profound, and added to Zeluca's 
other anxieties, an apprehension Ma- 
rianne's prudence would profit by the 
equivocal assiduities, equally convertible 
to accounts from whatever motive adopted. 
And the comparatively happy termina- 
tion of the evening had no power to en- 
liven her speculations ; for though she 
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had effected a reconciliation with Wplscj, 
an^ triumphed in her turn over Miss 
Emcotts^ yet the reflection that she had, 
by prematurely reckoning upon Erdestone, 
produced, as she believed, a security, 
that changed bis friendii meditated pro- 
posals into ' a determination not to be 
explicit, left her, at parting for the night, 
in a state of mind to prognosticate all 
cfilfor herself, and to fear that her cousin, 
and every other competitor, would derive 
the benefit of the plotting and the turmoils^ 
through virhich,,she was forced to confess, 
ilie had rendered her accomplishments, 
and powers of captivation of little other 
avail, than to estrange those whom she 
bad previously aWured. 
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